Galatians - Chapter 3:10-12

The Principle of Works
(Cursed by the Law)

Holly Hills Bible Church — August 17, 2025



Review
Verses 1-5 — Two Principles
- Is it “by works of law”
- Or “by hearing with faith”

Verses 6-9 — The Principle of Faith
- Demonstrated in Abraham
- Result — blessing

Verses 10-12 — The Principle of Works
- Result — Cursing (proved from the law itself!)




Galatians 3:10-12 (NASB)

9 For as many as are of the works of the Law
are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS
EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL
THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW,
TO PERFORM THEM."

" Now that no one is justified by the Law before
God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN
SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."

12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the
contrary, "HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL
IBYETHEM."
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Is God unreasonable to curse men for their
failure to keep the law?

- Didn’t God know that men couldn’t keep the law when
He gave it?

Gal 3:19 Why the Law then? It was added because of
transgressions...

Gal 3:22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under
sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be
given to those who believe.

The purpose of the law was to make it clear that you will
never be justified by works!
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GRACE!



What does it mean to be cursed?

- Paul is using OT language. (Lev 26 & Deut 28)
- Blessing — God'’s favor for obedience
- Cursing — God’s displeasure and wrath for disobedience

Blessing would come by law IF you were able to keep it.
But you can’t!

Therefore, blessing MUST come by another means—
GRACE!

Gal 2:21 "l do not nullify the grace of God, for if
righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died
needlessly."
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Verse 11

Now that no one is justified by the Law
before God is evident...

Paul is about to provide “evidence” that no one is
justified before God on the basis of works of law.

Our job is to apply Paul’s logic to understand
how these quotes prove his claim here.
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“THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY
FAITH” (Hab 2:4)

What is the truth claim of Hab 2:4?

- The only way for a righteous man to live is “by faith.”
- The same principle as Gal 2:20
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How does Paul prove that the “faith
requirement” is not met by the law?

Gal 3:12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the
contrary, "HE WHO HRIEOCTEEELE L LIVE BY THEM." (Lev
18:5)

“I'm doing my best.” Doesn’t cut it!
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Verse 11

Now that no one is justified by the Law
before God is evident (in God’s Word) for...

Hab 2:4 — the one thing required for a “life” is
FAITH.

Lev 18:5 — The law is not kept by faith but by
WORKS.

Therefore, “no one is justified by the Law.”
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SOURCE

What is our source of life?

- When we walk by faith?
- “Christ lives in me” Gal 2:20

- When we walk according to the law? (by works)

- Arighteousness of my own... (Phil 3:9)
- SELF!
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