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Let's talk about ‘Let’

« This passage has, « In fact, ‘Let’ does
in most translations, not mean ‘to allow’
the word ‘Let”, as in anywhere from Acts

“Let a man regard to Revelation.

us in this manner...". .« |n 1 Corinthians 4:1,
« But it is important it means that they

for us to recognize must regard Paul

that ‘Let’ does not as Christ’s servant &

mean ‘to allow’ in as a steward of the

this passage. mysteries of God.
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Regarding the word ‘regard”

* The Greek word
that is translated
‘regard’ (KJV:
‘account’) was in
fact an accounting
term & is the exact
same word as is
translated ‘consider’
(KJV: ‘reckon’) in
Romans 6:11.

The word is written
in a form that says,
“You all must regard
(or consider) us as
servants of Christ

& stewards of the
mysteries of God.”

Their view of Paul
to this point had
stunted their growth.



[image: image3.png]1 Corinthians 4:1
Servants of Christ &
stewards of the mysteries of God

e To putitin modern « As a steward, Paul

vernacular, Paul had been entrusted
was telling these with a responsibility
believers in Corinth by God Himself to
something like, reveal truths that

“I report to Christ — had never been

| don’t want or need revealed before.

to try to impress « So the focus is not
you with what on Paul, but on the

I'm saying.” God who reveals.
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It's about God’s word

 Part of what Paul « But another part
was saying was that of the Corinthians’

those who taught problem was that
God's word were they weren't seeing
Christ's servants the word of God as
& stewards of the the ultimate & final
mysteries of God, authority, & the final
so the focus is to ‘measuring stick’ for
be on God, & not gauging everything

on the teachers. else in life.
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Stewards must be
trustworthy (KJV: faithful)

* A steward is * The reason that
someone who has a steward must be
been entrusted with faithful with what he
something. has been entrusted

« With whatever it is that the one doing
is that the steward the entrusting is
has been entrusted, ~ actually of greater
he must be faithful importance & of
in carrying out his greater authority

assignment. than the steward.
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What are verses 3-5 talking about?

* From the words
that Paul chose &
from the context, it
seems that at least
some in the church
at Corinth had
summarily judged
Paul as if they held
Christ's authority to
judge believers.

But Paul said that
in the sense of final
authority to judge
others with eternal
consequences,
nobody but Christ
has that place.

Paul would not even
judge himself in this
way — only Christ.
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So... are believers to judge — or not?

* Very soon, in this
letter, Paul will write
that believers ought
to judge themselves
& also one another
(1 Corinthians 5:12;
6:1-8;11:12,28-31).

* Yet Paul just said
that he didn't even
judge himself!

And he also told the
believers in Corinth
not to judge.

So... should we
believers judge, or
should we not judge?

« Is Paul contradicting

himself by saying
‘don't judge’, but
later on ‘do judge’?
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We are to judge some things,
but leave final judgment to the Lord

* We are to make * God will step in
judgments in this to judge when we
present life, when don't judge as we
we have been ought (1 Corinthians

entrusted by God or 11:31- 32).

by others to do so, .« But the Lord alone
each according to has the authority for
biblical principles final judgments of
that apply. all of mankind.
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Only God is competent

to make final judgments

¢ Only God knows * So while we

everything - all the are indeed called
facts - & can read to make some

the depths of the judgments in our
hearts of each one lives, according to
of us humans, in the word of God,
order to be able to we should reserve
make those ultimate  those judgments
& final judgments that are God'’s

about people. for Him alone.
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Paul used himself
& Apollos as examples

* The Corinthians

apparently had a
number of the more
well-off people
trying to build up
their own personal
empires inside the
church body, rather
than building up
the church body.

e But in chapters 1, 3
& 4 of Paul's letter
he uses his name
& Apollos’ name as
examples, for the
sake of teaching
the Corinthian
believers to follow
Christ, & not to
follow other men.
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Do not go beyond what is written

* In verse 1 Paul * And in verse 6 Paul
made clear that the made clear that we
Corinthians did not believers should not
have a clear idea of go beyond God'’s
the uniqueness of word on the basis
God's word as the of human wisdom,
authoritative & final experiences, nor

written authority for even a charismatic
God’s people. personality.
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Puffed up — one against the other

¢ Paul begins using « Since Paul only

a word in verse 6 used this word once
that is translated again in Colossians
“arrogant” (KJV: 2:18, one would get
puffed up) which the impression that
comes from the the believers in
sound of a bellows. Corinth had a really
« It is used as well in BIG problem with
1 Corinthians 4:18, arrogance, & it

19:5:2: 8:1 & 13:4. was really divisive.
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We have zero basis for human pride

*We who believe * We have no basis
have been eternally for human pride in
saved from justifiable what we own, who
condemnation only we are, what we do
by God's awesome or don't do, what we
mercy & grace. know, or what we

« Then we have been have experienced.
blessed beyond all * God is due all the
comprehension by praise & glory &

God'’s grace alone. honor & worship.
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The Corinthian believers were questionable,
so Paul asked them questions!

¢ Paul's questions * Paul questions the
challenged the basis of the ‘fake
arrogance of the superiority’ of some,
Corinthians who thinking that they
were trying to build have everything
their own personal they own without
empires within the receiving it from
church body, trying somewhere or

to exalt themselves. someone else.

None of them were their own Creators!
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