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Paul is ‘putting on the gloves’!

e Thereremainsome < Paul has been

at the church at talking about these
Corinth who are matters, but is now
boasting to avoid squaring up quite
being seen as so directly against

‘disgustingly humble’  these key issues.

& who are listening  « Why? Because the
to others who call truth, & true identity
themselves ‘super & spiritual realities
apostles’, of sorts. actually do matter!
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Why the ‘extreme apostleship’?

» Paul revealed the + If anyone doesn’t

real issue back in get this straight —
2 Corinthians 11:4: get it really right —

¢ |t's not sO much then they will have
that Paul matters, missed the most
but rather that critical & important
Christ matters thlng in this life, &
— greatly! more importantly,
— ultimately! when this life is

— eternally! over & donel!
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Extreme love

» Paul was not trying + What he did have
to manipulate them, for them was a

nor wrangle some selfless love, which
selfish advantage sought the best for
from the believers all of the believers
in Corinth. in Corinth, & Paul

« He did not have a told them so quite
hidden agenda with directly, inthis letter
them, though the (2 Corinthians 2:4;

false apostles’ did. ~ 6:6; 11:11; 12:15).
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Discernment

» What Paul is trying  + Discernmentis
to get across to the exactly what is
believers in Corinth needed in order to

is discernment: avoid falling victim to
seeing people & deception &disguise,
teachings in the which is exactly what
light of what God those false apostles
has revealed so as in Corinth were

to see things as doing to the

they really are. believers.
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But what | am doing
I will continue to do,
sothat | may cut off opportunity
from those who desire an opportunity
to be regarded just as we are
in the matter about which they are boasting. 13
For such men are
false apostles,
deceitful workers,
disguising themselves
as apostles of Christ. 14
No wonder, for even Satan
disguises himself
as an angel of light. 15
Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also
disguise themselves
as servants of righteousness,

whose end will be
according to their [deceitful] works.
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Masters of disguise

« We believers have « Satan is the Father

three enemies in oflies (John 8:44),
this life: which is how h_e
e The world system deceived Eve in

« The flesh - the sin the garden of Eden.

nature expressed » He uses the world
through the body system & appeals

« Satan, akathe Devil :ﬁ the f]"(‘j”at“';? all
(Revelation 12:9) rough daeception.
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Why discernment?

» Apostles of Christ, ¢ But Satan & all who

angels of light are willing subjects
& servants of under him desire
righteousness spiritual death &
are all beings damage for others,
who do the but can’t do that if
Lord’s work, we see them for

in spiritual what they are, so
truth & life. deceptionis a must.

Discernment is seeing things as they truly are.
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“...whose end will be
according to their deeds”

e There are about 50 + Some are about us
passages in the Old believers, & some
& New Testaments are about those

that teach that all who are unbelievers,
will be judged & some are about
according to their both, but salvation
deeds (or works). is never by works.

These ‘judged according to works’ passages
are referring to eternal rewards for the
believer, & punishment for the unbeliever.
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God is ultimately & absolutely just

» God will deal justly  + It has been said that

with those who God cannot look
mislead others upon sin, but that is
spiritually, or not quite the case —
who carry out any God will ultimately
wrongs in this life. deal justly with sin.

God has a full knowledge of every single sin

of every single kind & magnitude. We can
trust Him to deal justly with all sin of all time.
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Again |say,
let no one think me foolish;
but if you do,
receive me even as foolish,
so that | also may boast a little. 17
What | am saying,
I am not saying
as the Lord would,
butas in foolishness,
in this confidence of boasting. 18
Since many boast
according to the flesh,
1 will boast also. 19
For you, being so wise,
tolerate the foolish gladly. 20

For you tolerate it if anyone enslaves you,
anyone devours you,
anyone takes advantage of you,
anyone exalts himself,
anyone hits you in the face. 21

To my shame
I must say that we have been weak by comparison.
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Foolishness & boasting

¢ Paul uses his critics’ ¢ But these words are
terms, foolishness &  aimed at addressing

boasting (in verses their tolerance, that
16-18), facetiously, comes from the flesh
since his critics all & the world, as we
seem to be stuck will see in verses

on these words. 19-21.

Patience with people & circumstances is
godly, & so is forgiveness, but tolerance isn't.
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“You tolerate anyone who...”

» Paul says thatthey * The false apostles
tolerate anyone were apparently
who: enslaving them with

- enslaves, devours, the law (Galatians

2:4; 5:1), devouring
&takes advantage oo financially &

* exalts himself also even verbally
* hits them inthe face  (Galatians 5:15).

The false apostles exalted themselves & not
God, & hit people in the face (Acts 23:1-3).
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Paul, looking intently at the Council, said,
"Brethren, | have lived my life with a perfectly
good conscience before God up to this day."

2 The high priest Ananias commanded those
standing beside him to strike him on the mouth.
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| know your deeds and your toil and
perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate
evil men, and you put to the test those who
call themselves apostles, and they are not,
and you found them to be false;

Christ to the Church Thyatira - Revelation 2:20

'But | have this against you, that you

tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself
a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My
bond-servants astray so that they commit acts
of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.
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Discernment is critical

* For believers to * But when it comes
have & to exercise to our beholding the
discernment is very Lord through His
important! written word, so as

« We are saved by to be transformed,
faith in Christ, in & being seated with
that He died on the Christ, there in the
cross for our sins, heavenlies, it will
& was buried & not do for us to

rose again. switch Christs!



[image: image16.png]Galatians 1:6-7 expanded & explained

| am amazed that you are so quickly deserting
Him who called you by the gracious character
of Christ, for a different ‘gospel’ of a different
kind; 7 which is really not another of the same
kind of gospel, because there really is just one
gospel; only there are some who are disturbing
you and want to distort the one true and real
gospel of the one true and real Christ.
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