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Have a nice day!

» Paul has been » So Paul is going to
responding to the put his qualifications
believers in Corinth as an apostle up
who have been against the legalists

boasting & who also who are claiming to
have been listening be apostles, & are

to those who claim not at all apostles,
to be apostles, but but false teachers, as
are just legalists. in Galatia (Acts 15).

In part, Paul was battling identity theft!
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But in whatever respect anyone else is bold
- speak in foolisShNess-- -+, E
| am just as bold myself. 22 :
Are they Hebrews?
Soam I
Are they Israelites?
Soam I
Are they descendants of Abraham?
Soaml. 23
Are they servants of Christ? E
- speak as if INSANE-- s
| more so;
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Hebrew, Israelite, descendent of
Abraham — what’s the difference?

« Hebrew: A Jew who < A descendent

could read & write of Abraham:

in the Hebrew of inthe genealogy of

the Old Testament Abraham through

& could also speak Isaac & Jacob, who

Aramaic. could claim a partin
* |sraelite: one of the Covenant with

the descendents of Abraham (Genesis

Jacob (aka Israel) 12:1-3 & chapters

who knew his tribe. 15 & 17, et al).
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I’'ll match them, then I'll do better!

* In verses 21-23 * Then he would do
Paul would first better than they, in
match the so-called a way that seemed
qualifications of the ‘upside down’.
legally-bent false « Paul’s qualifications
teachers who had as a ‘servant of
come from Israel Christ’ might come
to the believers to us as a surprise:

in Corinth. intense suffering.



[image: image5.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 11:23-26

Are they servants of Christ?
--| speak as if insane--
| more so;

in far more labors, (Acts 18:1-3)

in far more imprisonments, (Acts 16:22-24)
beaten times without number, (Acts 16:22-24)

often in danger of death. 24 (Acts 14:19)

Five times | received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25 (no record)

Three times | was beaten with rods, (Acts 16:22-24)

once | was stoned, (Acts 14:19)

three times | was shipwrecked, (Acts 27:14-44, after this letter)
a night and a day | have spent in the deep. 26 (no record)

| have been on frequent journeys, (Acts 13-28)

in dangers from rivers, (crossing rivers with no bridge)
dangers from robbers, (along the roads & strange cities)
dangers from my countrymen, (Jews in many cities & towns)
dangers from the Gentiles, (in every city & town)
dangers in the city, (where there were groups of opponents)
dangers in the wilderness, (weather, exposure, animals)
dangers on the sea, (shipwreck, ill-intended crew or passengers)
dangers among false brethren; (Galatians 2:4, & in Corinth)
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| have been in labor and hardship,
through many sleepless nights,
in hunger and thirst,
often without food,
in cold and exposure. 28

Apart from such external things,
there is the daily [internal] pressure on me
of concern for all the churches. 29
Who is weak without my being weak?
Whois led into sin without my intense concern? 30

If | have to boast,
| will boast of what pertains to my weakness. 31
The God and Father of the Lord Jesus,
He who is blessed forever, knows that | am not lying. 32

In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king
was guarding the city of the Damascenes in order to seize me, 33
and | was let down in a basket
through a window in the wall,
and so escaped his hands.
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Labor, hardship, sleepless nights
along with frequent hunger & thirst

» Paul often worked » As the pressure of
to make ends meet, ministry & adverse

without the benefit circumstances bore
of financial support down on him, he
from the churches would not only be
he worked with. tired & sleepy, but
« Since ministry was hungry & thirsty as
often in the day & well — along with

evening, heworked ~ Some cold nights
through the night. & bad weather.
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What's on, & on, & on your mind?

» Paul had been » But in addition to
listing in number & the ones that were
kind all of the many from the external
difficulties he had circumstances,

been going through there were also
- & there were more those that weighed

yet to come, & he on him, including
knew they were many individuals &
coming... whole church bodies!

Paul’s spiritual concerns were immense!
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Boasting in weakness

* Paul would not * Butinstead he
at all take up the boasted in his
means & purposes weakness & being

for boasting that the overwhelmed by
pagan culture often the circumstances
motivated among & the concerns of
believers in Corinth. his apostleship.

While there were those with Paul who

could certainly testify to many of the
things Paul endured, the Father knows.
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Hanging in there for King Aretas

« What we know of « We don’t know all
King Aretas is that the details, but we

he lived in Petra, do know that it was
ruling until about hazardous for Paul
40 AD, so this was to be changing from
very early in Paul's pursuing Christians
life as a Christian. to being a Christian!

As opposed to the high honor of a Roman
soldier who scaled a wall in battle, Paul
boasted that he was let down a wall in retreat!
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