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The fleshly believers in Corinth
were really chronically fleshly!

» Paul was havingto + Now Paul carefully

go to great lengths makes a veiled
to deal with those reference to his
believers who were being taken up
really chronically into Paradise —
fleshly! the third heaven!

+ First he matched * Though he does so
them in Jewish in a way that avoids
qualifications, the boasting that

then in trials. others had not.
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Paul missed a HUGE opportunity!

» What Paul is » But! Paul chose to
revealing about sandwich this huge
himself in verse 4 is news by referring to
that Paul was taken himself as a man he

up into Paradise - knows (verses 7-9
Heaven - the place say it's really him),
where God lives & in a brief reference,
rules — our place of & cautions against
citizenship & our boasting, & he can'’t

place of seating! talk about it at all!
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But maybe he didn’t miss it...

» Paul’s assignment
as an apostle was
not to impress any-
one or make points
with any of them.

» His assignment as
an apostle was to
present Christ & to
reveal what he had
been told to reveal.

» And though Paul

was given most
amazing truths to
reveal & explain,
what he saw in
Paradise was not
on the list of things
for him to reveal to
the saints in Corinth
— or to anyone else.
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Paul is doing what is necessary,
but is not desirable or profitable

» Because these * He would prefer to
believers insist on be putting the focus
their boasting, & on Christ, & to tell
listening to their them about who
false apostles, they are in Christ
who are teaching & who Christ is in
conformity to the them — but he has
Law of Moses, to focus his letter
Paul has to deal on correcting their

with their problems! problems instead.
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Boasting is necessary,
though it is not profitable;
but | will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2

| know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago
--whether in the body | do hot know, or out of the body | do not know, God knows--
such a man was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And

| know how such a man
--whether in the body or apart from the body | do not know, God knows--4
was caught up into Paradise and
heard inexpressible words,
which a man is not permitted to speak. 5

On behalf of such a man | will boast; but
on my own behalf | will not boast,
except in regard to my weaknesses. 6

For if I do wish to boast
1 will not be foolish, for
1 will be speaking the truth; but
I refrain from this,
so that no one will credit me
with more than he sees in me or
hears from me.
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Paul’'s 1st Missionary Journey.....?
(Acts 13-14; 46-48 AD)

Paul’s 2" Missionary Journey
(Acts 15:39-18:22; 49-52 AD )

Paul’s 3 Missionary Journey.........?
(Acts 18:23-21:16; 53-57 AD )

60

AD
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loomore |

Paul caught up into the
3@ heaven... Paradise

Paul wrote 15 & 2 Corinthians | |
while on his 3 Missionary Journey | :

Paul’'s 3¢ Missionary Journey .......:
(Acts 18:23-21:16; 53-57 AD )
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Paradise

» ‘Paradise’ isaword -« It is used by Christ,
used three times in when He told the

the New Testament, thief who believed,

of Persian origin, “today you shall be
that literally means with Me in Paradise”
‘pleasure garden’. (per Luke 23:43).

Aside from this passage, it is also used in
Revelation 2:7, “To him who overcomes,
| will grant to eat of the tree of life which

is in the Paradise of God.”
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The apostles had
different assignments

* Only four of the * Though we can
apostles were see evidence of the
granted to directly identification truths
author Scripture: \?\‘/rmﬁgrg%fulgee {grt?;‘e

) I\Pﬂat’(lhgwlsthn, John, it seems that

aul, & Feter. only Paul explains

+ But what they were these truths & their
to write about was consequences for
not all the same in the life of the

content & character. believer.
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Heavenly truths, heavenly narrative

» But while Paul was  + While Paul was not
granted to go up to permitted to write
Paradise, where the or speak about the
Lord Himself reigns things he had seen

even now, & Paul in Paradise, John
would write about was told that he
our being seated must write about
with Christ in the what he saw & also

heavenlies & having  heard there on the
acitizenship there... heavenly scene.
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...caught up into Paradise and
heard inexpressible words,
which a man is not permitted to speak.

John, however, was required to write:
Revelation 1:19

"Therefore write
the things which you have seen, and
the things which are, and
the things which will take place
after these things."
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The rapture - where is it?!7?!

« So while John was
granted & even told
that he must write
about what he saw
& heard in heaven,
he does not seem
to describe what
we have come to
know as the rapture
- but Paul does!

¢ John writes ~150

verses in the book
of Revelation, in
which he describes
both what he saw
& heard in heaven
(Paradise), showing
many evidences of
the rapture, but not
the event itself.
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What are we to do with this?

e Paul & John each
had an assignment
to write in different
ways about this
place that each
called Paradise.

* It's our home - it's
where —in our heart
of hearts — we are
seated with Christ.

e Paul wasn'’t allowed

to describe what he
saw & heard, but he
did tell us that our
citizenship is there,
our life is there, we
are to set our minds
there, that even our
behavior here is to
come from there.
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