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Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations,
for this reason:

to keep me from exalting myself,
there was given me a thorn in the flesh,
a messenger of Satan to torment me--
to keep me from exalting myself! 8

Concerning this | implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. 9

And He has said to me,
“The grace of Mine is sufficient for you,
for the power is perfected inweakness."

Most gladly, therefore,
| will rather boast about the weaknesses of mine,
so that the power of the Christ may dwell in me. 10

Therefore | am well content with weaknesses,
with insults,
with distresses,
with persecutions,
with difficulties, for Christ's sake;
forwhen |am weak,
then lam strong.
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Paul’'s thorn in the flesh
has a God-intended purpose

¢ Since the Lord had <+ Both the revelation

seen fit to bring of Paradise that was
Paul to the third beyond words, as
heaven (Paradise) well as allowing this
- an over the top thorn in the flesh to
revelation -the Lord remain with Paul,
had also seen fit to even though he
leave this ‘thorn in asked three times
the flesh’, to keep that it be removed,

his pride in check. were of the Lord.
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So... what was Paul’s
‘thorn on the flesh’?

« After exhaustive * nothing, for sure.

study by throngs of  « There has been
the most meticulous  speculation thatthe

scholars, laboring ‘thom in the flesh’
for countless hours, was a temptation
& scanning the full that dogged Paul,
depth & breath of or a troublesome
available historical personality, oreven
resources, they a physical malady,

have concluded... but we don’t know.
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God allowed. ..
a messenger of Satan?

* \We may be puzzled -+ But when we think
that the Lord would about it, the Lord

intentionally allow has used, & will use
this messenger of Satan for His own
Satan to remain in purposes again &
Paul’s life — & for again, & Satan is
a godly purpose!? not ‘out of control’.

When God’s ends are best met by binding
Satan, or throwing him into the Lake of Fire,
God will do that (Revelation 20:1-10).
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Then the Lord said to Satan, "Behold, all that
he [Job] has is in your power, only do not put
forth your hand on him."

Luke 22:31-32

"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded
permission [obtained by asking] to sift you like
wheat; 32 but | have prayed for you, that your
faith may not fail; and you, when once you

have turned again, strengthen your brothers."
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Jesus then answered, "That is the one for
whom | shall dip the morsel and give it to him."
So when He had dipped the morsel, He took
and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.
27 After the morsel, Satan then entered into
him. Therefore Jesus said to him, "What you
do, do quickly."

John 17:12

"While | was with them, | was keeping them
in Your name which You have given Me; and
| guarded them and not one of them perished
but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture
would be fulfilled."
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“‘My grace is sufficient for you...”

» His set of words » And grace is so
may stretch our great that we will
idea of what God spend all eternity
means by ‘grace’, & seeing God show
that’s a good thing. & demonstrate His

« By grace we are most amazing grace.
saved, & under » But grace is also a
God’s grace we sufficiency in the
are motivated midst of painful

to act in faith. circumstances.
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“God, I've got this one!”

¢ God is never — not « We have each been

ever - interested in made to be in Christ
any one of us taking & Christto be in us
on the task, trying so that the power of
our best, or showing  God will ‘pull it off’:
him that we have .« His power is shown
what it takes. in our weaknesses.

While we might think that we ought to
do powerful things for God, God intends
to do all things through us by His power.




[image: image9.png]2 Corinthians 12:9-10

Our insufficiency is God’s opportunity

* When we think we  + We might be prone

have what it takes, to ask God to get all
then God’s power of the obstacles out
& the life of Christ of our way, when
cannot be made the obstacles are
evident, which is part of His means
what God actually of expressing His
has in mind. life & power.

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so
that the surpassing greatness of the power will be
of God and not from ourselves” 2 Corinthians 4:7
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The signs of a true apostle

» Paul was dealing, in
part, with an identity
theft problem.

» Others were coming
& claiming to be
apostles who had
no right to make
that claim — but
Paul did have
that right.

In this passage
Paul gives two

signs of a true

apostle:

Suffering, as in
perseverance, &

Signs and wonders
and miracles.

Both of these are
recorded in Acts.



[image: image11.png]The Signs Of A True Apostle — An Apostle:
e received his gift & office by the sovereign
decision of God: 1 Cor. 1:1; Eph. 1:1; Col. 1:1

¢ had to have been an eyewitness of the
resurrected Lord: Acts 1:22; 1 Cor. 9:1

+ was endowed with power to perform signs,
wonders & miracles: 2 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 2:3,4

¢ had success in evangelism: 7 Cor. 9:2;
2 Cor. 3:1-3; Gal. 2:7-9

¢ had the capacity to suffer patiently
— to persevere: Acts 9:16; 2 Cor. 12:12
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A fascinating paradox

» Paul’s ministry as * Yet when Paul

the Lord’s apostle asked three times
was quite publically for this ‘thorn in the
validated by signs, flesh’ to be taken
wonders & miracles, away from him,

& Paul could even the Lord did not
claim to have been take this ‘thorn in
taken to heaven — the flesh’ away —

God’s throne room! Paul needed it!
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So what do we do with this passage?

» \We have the grace- + Butif the Lord says

given privilege of that the trial must
bringing everything remain with us for
to the Lord. a time, or for all

« Ifthe Lord responds  time, then that is
in ways that bring also gracious, &
relief & earthly His grace will be
blessing, then that sufficient for us —
is by His most another facet of

amagzing grace. God’s grace.
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