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Here for this third time | am ready to come  to you, and
1 will not be a burden to you;
for | do not seek what is yours, but you;
for children are not responsible to save up for their parents,
but  parents [are  responsible to save up] for their children. 15

| will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls.
If | loveyou more

am | to be loved less? 16

But be that as it may, 1 did not burden you myself; nevertheless,
crafty fellow that | am, 1 took you in by deceit. 17
Certainly | have not taken  advantage of you

through any of those whom I have sent to you, have 17 18
1 urged Titus to go, and
I sent the brother with him.

Titus did not take any advantage of you, did he?
Did we not conduct ourselves in the same spirit and

walk in the same steps? 19
All this time you have been thinking
that we are defending ourselves to you.

Actually, it is in the sight of God
that we have been speaking in Christ [to you]; and
all for your upbuilding, beloved.
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Ready or not, here | come...

» Paul will be heading + He is spending his

to Corinth for a 3¢ own resources to
time, & he plans bring them up in
again to work so the Lord.
as notto be a « He is doing it all out
burden to them. of love for them, &
» Since they are a it would seem that
young church he they would respond
sees himself in a to himin love as

role like a parent. well.
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“| took you in by deceit”

» Paul was so crafty  + Neither Paul nor
& so tricky among anybody he sent
them that he did all to them had taken
his ministry work, & advantage of them

didn’t even charge in any way!

them a single thing! « And this was in very
* What a deceptive great contrast to the

& crafty thing for way that the false

Paul to do! apostles worked.
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...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 4:2
...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 7:12
...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 8:21

...inthe sight of the Lord

2 Corinthians 12:19
...in the sight of God

From near the
beginning to near
the end of this letter,
& a few times in
between, Paul

has said that his
interactions with the
believers in Corinth
are all “in the sight
of God”: God sees
everything, & that’s
part of our intimate
relationship with Him.
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Speaking in Christ

* Paul had told these + He had even told
believers in the very  them that they were
beginning that God already completely
had made them to sanctified in their
be in Christ Jesus position in Christ
(1 Corinthians 1:30). (1 Corinthians 1:4).

And now he is telling them that

everything he has been writing all along
is coming from that position: ‘in Christ’.
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For

| am afraid that perhaps when | come [again]

| may find you to be not what | wish and
may be found by you to be not what you wish;

that perhaps there will be strife, jealousy,

angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip,

arrogance, disturbances; 21

The flesh
in the
church

| am afraid that [perhaps] when | come again

my God may humiliate me before you, and

| may mourn over many of those who have

The flesh| sinned in the past and not repented of the
in the| impurity, immorality and sensuality which
world| they have practiced.
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20 ...perhaps there will be strife, jealousy,

angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip,
arrogance, disturbances...

21 ...not repented of the impurity, immorality
and sensuality which they have practiced.

Galatians 5:19-21

19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,
which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy,

outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions,
factions, 21 envying, drunkenness,

carousing, and things like these...
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strife, jealousy, anger, disputes & ...

» The strife, jealousy, < It was a personal

anger, disputes & problem for each
slanders, gossip, believer walking in
arrogance, & the the flesh, & it was
disturbances, were an ugly problem for
all the result of the the church body, too.
believers walking  « Butthere was &is a
in the flesh, & not God-given solution
in fellowship with to these spiritual &

Christ, by the Spirit. ~ moral problems. .
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20 ...perhaps there will be strife, jealousy,
angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip,
arrogance, disturbances...

21 ...not repented of the impurity, immorality
and sensuality which they have practiced.

Galatians 5:19-21

19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,
which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions,
factions, 21 envying, drunkenness,
carousing, and things like these...
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impurity, immorality & sensuality

* The raw pagan » Pagan religious
Corinthian culture practices, rather
was ‘famous’ for its than opposingthese
impurity, immorality moral problems,

& sensuality, to the made them into
point that there was ‘religious activities’.

a Greek verb for » Some of the saints

these things, built in Corinth still held
onthe word Corinth.  to their old lifestyle.

But there was & is a God-given solution...
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Repent: a change of mind

+ If a believer is going + Well, there has got

along thinking that to be a change of
dependence upon mind!

the flesh & punching « Byt that does not
the time clock so mean that God
as to work for the wants a believer
wages of sin is to just stop doing
just fine... the wrong things.

Romans 7:15, 19-21 & Galatians 5:17 say that
we cannot just choose to do the right thing.
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Well,
| reckon so...

* Since we were all
baptized into Christ,
immersed into Him,
then we have all of
us died with Christ
in relationship to
‘the sin nature’,
which, when acting
through this body,
is called ‘the flesh’.

« And when Christ

died, we were also
bought with a price.

But we were made
to be alive to God
when we were all
raised up with Christ
from the dead.

Being alive to God

is why we can abide
in Christ, behold Him,
&live in feIIowshlp &
grow in the grace &
knowledge of Him.
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