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You can say that again again

» Paul is telling the * There are some
believers in Corinth who are entrenched
again that he is in sin, & don’t see
coming for the 3 a need to change
time, & that he will their mind about it
have to deal with & be restored to
the issues that fellowship with the
remain among the Lord & with the rest

church body there. of the church body.

Paul will have to deal with some hard issues.
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Two or three witnesses?

» Paul drew from a » Paul isn’t putting the
principle of dealing believers under the
with accusations Law of Moses, but
from the Law of he is drawing from
Moses: a principle that will

« Two or three get to the truth &
witnesses must avoid hearsay.
give consistent » But he is bringing
testimony to verify up this principle

an accusation. as a warning.
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...the Christ who speaks in me, Christ
and who is not weak toward you, in the
but mighty in you. 4 believer
For indeed He was crucified

because of weakness,

but He lives because of

the power of God.

For we also are weak in Him, The

but we will live with Him because of| believer
the power of God toward you. in Christ
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Your first impression might be...

+ At first read you
might think that
verse 5 is about
those in the church
in Corinth who need
to make sure that
they are saved.

» But Paul isn’t really
saying that they
need to do that.

He has said
repeatedly that
these people are
indeed saved (2
Corinthians 1:1,
21-22; 3:2-3;
6:14; 8:9).

And he has just
said that Christ is
in them (verse 3).
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Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith;
examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize
this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in
you--unless indeed you are not approved?

6 But | trust that you will realize that we
ourselves are not unapproved. 7 Now we
pray to God that you do no wrong; not that
we ourselves may appear approved, but that
you may do what is right, even though we

may appear unapproved.

The Greek word behind these
English words is only used of believers.
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Paul wants them to examine
to see if they are being in the faith

¢ Christ is in them, « Soitis not a matter
but do they even of their being saved,
recognize it — do but of living in the
they even know faith they had once
it experientially? placed in Christ.

It is possible for a believer who is eternally

saved to be living without even the slightest
recognition that Christ is mightily within him.
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We are in Christ & He is in us

* We are in Christ &  + And though our

He is in us so that Lord wants us to
we might walk with do the right things
Him, in fellowship & not do the wrong
& in intimacy, so things, He never
that we all might intended that we
behold Him & be ‘just do it’, but that
occupied with Him. He live through us.

He wants to live our life — not have us do it!
The only way for that to happen is fellowship.
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I's a matter of strong preference

» Paul would strongly + At least some of the
prefer that all of the believers there are
believers in Corinth sinning, & that’s a

would recognize real problem, but the
who each one is in core problem is that
Christ & who Christ they aren’tintimately
is in each of them. knowing Christ!

Paul is hoping & praying that they will
come to their spiritual senses on their own.
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Finally, brethren,
you all must be rejoicing,
you all must be made complete,
you all must be comforted,
you all must be of the same mind,
you all must be living in peace; and
the God of the love and peace will be with you.

12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13
All the saints greet you. 14

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God [the Father: 1 John 3:1], and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

be with you all.
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» Be rejoicing
* Rejoicing doesn’t

» Be made complete
» This means to be

come from the
circumstances
around us, but
from seeing our
blessings in Christ:
Philippians 4.4,
“Rejoice in the Lord
always; again | will
say, rejoice!”

on the path of being
made spiritually
mature - growing.

* As a church body,
Ephesians 4:11-16
defines this best, &
the focus is upon
the person of
Jesus Christ.
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* Be comforted * Be ofthe same mind

» Paul had written * This is not just
a great deal about setting aside your
comfort in chapters differences because
1&7. you don’t agree.

* It means to be * |t is being of the
settled & directed same mind because
by receiving the we have the mind of

ministry of the Lord Christ, & beholding
& believers who are the same Christ
called alongside to through His word,
comfort & exhort. & Christ in all.
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» Be living in peace
» This means to live

& act peaceably
with one another.

* In 2 Corinthians
12:20 Paul had
said that he was
concerned about
the strife, jealousy,
angry tempers,

disputes, slanders...

* The God of the
love and peace
will be with you.

» Paul wrote this at
times after he had
given his readers
things to do. Why?

» Because the doing
of anything for us
as believers is to
be God’s working.
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Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute,
if there is any excellence and if anything worthy
of praise, dwell on these things. 9 The things
you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me, practice these things, and the God
of peace will be with you.
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God the Son,
God the Father & God the Holy Spirit

» The entire Trinity - + The grace &love &
all three persons of fellowship are not
deity — are involved just nice bonuses.

inwho you are &in  + They are essential

how life is to be to who God is & to
lived out & in who Christ is in us
what & where & who we are in
your blessings are. Christ.

All of God is involved in all of you, now & forever.
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