Five senses both ways

Human beings have five senses in the physical realm, whether an unbeliever or a believer: touch, hearing, smell, sight and taste.  Depending upon the individual, one or more of those physical senses may be limited or nonfunctional.  But an examination of Scripture indicates that there is a spiritual analog for each one of these five senses:               

Ephesians 1:18-19a  

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.

1 Peter 2:1-3 

Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.

Hebrews 5:11-14 

Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

2 Corinthians 2:14-16ab 

But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. 15 For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; 16 to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life.

Ephesians 4:17-19 

So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous [KJV: being past feeling], have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.

These spiritual senses are present in every believer, but have varying degrees of functionality, as some of the passages above reveal.  These same spiritual senses in                the unbeliever are naturally either non-functional or are with distorted perception (2 Corinthians 2:15-16 above; also 2 Corinthians 4:4).  The ministry of the Holy Spirit in unbelievers is to shed light on their personal need for the Savior, Jesus Christ (John 16:5-10).  Without the ministry of the Holy Spirit, any spiritual sensibility in the unbeliever would be nonfunctional or severely distorted.
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