The Identification Truths & Calvinism, Arminianism, Open Theism,                                    & the Integration of Freudian & Jungian Psychology with the Bible 

An introduction to identification: You’re in!
Identification is a principle taught in Scripture, directed principally to believers in the body of Christ (see biblical synonyms in next paragraph).  Identification is explained most fully by the apostle Paul, but evidenced in the writings of John and Peter, as well as other authors of Scripture.  These truths of identification are revealed entirely by the will and actions of God (1 Corinthians 1:30), and the blessings of our identification with Christ are accomplished entirely by God’s infinite, eternal and amazing grace.  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him…”  Ephesians 1:3-4a. .  While we can find examples of this identification principle applying to all people, and to other people groups, the teachings that we will focus on here are the identification truths that apply to believers who are in the body of Christ, from Acts 2 to the Rapture, when Christ comes for His bride, the Church.

Identification synonyms

We have used the word ‘identification’ so far, since that is a convenient ‘handle’ for what Scripture teaches.  But the actual words used in Scripture that convey this intimately related family of biblical truths include:

· In - being placed entirely in, so as to share an identity 

· With - intimately joined in action and consequence

· Together with – as above, with ‘together’ underscoring the same identity & action

· United with – ‘united’ implies a oneness, so a spiritual oneness is communicated

· Baptized into – ‘baptized’ means to be immersed or entirely placed into, so as to be permanently changed by that immersion or entire placement

Later we will address the words and terms that God’s word uses to describe the multiple spiritual outcomes from identification.

What God’s warning in Genesis tells us

God said several things to Adam in the 6th day, but the critical one for our study is found in Genesis 2:17
:

Genesis 2:15-17

Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die."

It was this last line that was the subject of the serpent’s deception of Eve (Genesis 3:1-4).  First the serpent questioned what God said, then denied what God said, and finally the serpent couched the ultimate human tragedy as some sort of a benefit or advantage that God was denying them.  

The big question is, “What did God mean by ‘die’, and how does that definition of ‘die’ fit with the death that happened on the day that Adam ate?”  Mankind is spiritually separated from (i.e., dead to) God by sin, and that death of separation has a variety of different expressions and some very important consequences.  

Death is separation 

The insight that death is separation would mean that God was telling Adam, “…in the day that you eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you will be spiritually separated from Me, your Creator”.  

That separation because of sin was expressed to Israel by the prophet Isaiah:

Isaiah 59:2

But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, 

And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.

The above passage, as part of the Isaiah 59:1-15 content, expressed separation between God and the people of Israel because of sin.  But most of the passages that clearly reveal that death is separation come from the letters of the apostle Paul.  Here are some clear instances where Paul says that death is separation:

Ephesians 2:11-13 (Paul used formerly twice)
…formerly…you were at that time separate [chōris] from Christ, being aliens [apallotrioō] …without God [atheos] in the world. …formerly… 
Ephesians 4:18

“…excluded [apallotrioō] from the life of God…”

Colossians 1:21

“…you were formerly alienated [apallotrioō] and hostile in mind …”

The word chōris means to be separate from or apart from, and apallotrioō means to be separate or alienated.

Death is separation – being alive is union

Death is separation, and being alive is union, meaning, ‘dead in relationship to and alive in relationship to’.  This is also taught in these other passages in the apostle Paul’s letters:  
· Romans 6:1-11 – dead to sin, alive to Christ

· Romans 7:1-6 – death releases from marriage; died to the Law, joined to Christ

· 2 Corinthians 5:14, 15 – dead to ourselves, alive to Christ

· Galatians 2:19, 20 – died to the Law, to live to God

· Colossians 2:20 – died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world

· Colossians 3:5, 20 – dead to sin, died with Christ to the world

This same set of truths, that death is separation, and being alive is union, meaning, ‘dead in relationship to and alive in relationship to’, is taught in 1 Peter 2:24:

“…and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.”
The Genesis 3 pattern of God’s questions and consequences
When God came to walk with Adam and Eve, they attempted to cover themselves and            to hide themselves from God (now there’s evidence of separation).  God began with questions and ended with consequences, and in summary, the interactions went as follows:

God to Adam - questions


God to Eve – a question



God to the serpent – no questions, but consequences & the promise of a Savior


God to Eve - consequences

God to Adam – consequences

God prepares a covering for them (the ones that they made would not do), and an animal was sacrificed to do so – God’s sacrifice.  Regarding the consequences of the fall for mankind and its personal impacts, Eve’s consequences would be in childbearing and in relationship to her husband (“…your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you”).  Adam’s consequences would be to this earth, his toil in gaining a yield              from it, and in returning to the dust from which he was created.

Notice that while the passage lays out consequences for Eve and for Adam, they are consequences of the separation from God that has already taken place because of Adam’s sin.  And the consequences are not yet complete at this point.  Adam and Eve will be driven from (from = separation) the Garden of Eden in order to keep them from        (from = separation) the tree of life.  The separation from God because of Adam’s sin has resulted not only in a change in mankind’s relationship with God, but also a change in mankind’s relationship with everything that God had made, a change within human beings and their bodies, and ultimately a change in every human being’s future from that time forward – except for the mercy and grace of God.

First, the bad news

God’s word says that when Adam sinned, we were in Adam in that sin, so were identified with fallen Adam, including the consequences that God said would result from that sin (death – see below):

1 Corinthians 15:22a 

“For as in Adam all die…”

It is critical to understand that death in Scripture means spiritual separation.  Even physical death is a separation from earthly relationships and a separation of body from soul and spirit (Romans 7:1-6).  Being ‘in Adam’ (per 1 Corinthians 15:22a, above) means spiritual separation from God, and all the ghastly earthly and eternal consequences that go with it.  That’s the bad news, and if God had left things there, it would be nothing but totally hopeless, really depressing, eternally bad news.   

At first the bad news only gets worse – much worse:

John 8:24 

"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."

Ephesians 2:1-2, 5a 

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air,      of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience….even when we were           dead in our transgressions…

Colossians 2:13a 

When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh…

But to God’s eternal praise and glory and honor, He did not leave us there in Adam and dead in our trespasses and sins and transgressions.

And now… the really, really good news

Our identification with Christ, mentioned before, is expressed in several different ways, as listed in the ‘bullets’ on the prior page.  One of the frequent ways in which that truth  is conveyed is that the believer is “in Christ’ as opposed to remaining “in Adam”.  That truth is conveyed primarily in the letters of Paul
, such as we find in his letter to the believers in Ephesus 36 times in six chapters, including these references:

· In Christ (1:3,7, 10) 

· In Him (1:4, 9, 10, 13)

· In the Beloved (1:6)

· In Whom (2:21,22; 3:12)

So the one who has placed his faith in Christ for salvation is ‘in Christ’, meaning that              the believer has been placed by God entirely in Christ (1 Corinthians 1:30), spiritually speaking, so as to share an identity with Him, and so as to share a history with Him               in each of these aspects in which he has been identified.  There is not the slightest indication from Scripture that this placement ‘in Christ’ is something that varies over time, or that it is ever undone or reversed or that such a reversal or undoing of the identification is even threatened.  Every indication from Scripture is that once we have been made to be “in Christ” (and all the equivalent expressions, as listed in the bullets               on the first page) by God’s doing, that placement ‘in Christ’ is eternally fixed and unchanging and irreversible.  

With, together with and united

These terms tell of how we were identified with Christ in His death, burial, resurrection, ascension and seating in the heavenlies, as a number of verses testify:

Romans 6:4-6ab 

Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be [united with Him] in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him…

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

Ephesians 2:4-6 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus;

The consequences of identification

From here forward, we will address the consequences of our having been identified with Christ.  All the facts of identification are known by revelation – not by personal memory or experience.  Our faith, then, is in the revealed spiritual facts.  These facts are absolutely true of us (our eternal position), and totally practical, for now (our condition) until the day we walk through heaven’s gates. 

Crucified

Several New Testament passages say that we were identified with Christ in His death (such as Romans 6:1-10; Galatians 2:20; Colossians 2:20).  Though the Romans soldiers that drove the nails, and the crowd that surrounded Christ were not aware of it, the cross where Christ was crucified was ‘spiritually very, very crowded’:

· The sins of the entire world for all time – everyone on the planet - from Adam to the last one born on this present earth, were placed upon Christ (John 3:16; 1 John 2:2).

· Every person who has believed or will believe, from Acts 2 to the Rapture was there with Christ at His crucifixion, being crucified with Him.  The Old Man (all of whom we were in Adam) of each one of us who believe was crucified there that day (Romans 6:1-10; Galatians 2:20).  

· The Law was crucified there – nailed to the cross as well, along with the debt note that went with it (Ephesians 2:14-16; Colossians 2:14).

Yes, that hill called Golgotha was very, very crowded that day, but of all the people who were there, only Christ knew how very, very crowded that hill actually was.  

There are three summary outcomes to the identification with Christ’s crucifixion that God caused to take place that day.  They are all three in the form of ‘died to’, that is, died in relationship to, which expresses the spiritual separation that took place on the cross.  These three summary outcomes are:

1) The believer died in relationship to ‘the sin’, which means that the believer is no longer an absolute slave to ‘the sin’ (Romans 6:1-10).  The flesh is the expression of ‘the sin’ through the earthly body.

2) The believer died in relationship to the Law of Moses, and any principle of law (Romans 7:4; Galatians 2:19).  This means that no part of the Law of Moses is applicable as Law to the believer who is part of the body of Christ.  

3) The believer died in relationship to the world and its basic principles (Galatians 6:14; Colossians 2:20).  The world has its pressures (Romans 12:2), ways and systems (Ephesians 2:1-3), and these no longer have a claim on the believer.

In each case it is important to see that our death with Christ on the cross does not terminate or annihilate the sin nature, the Law or the world.  Each of these are still present here on earth.  Our death with Christ on the cross, however, causes us to have died in relationship to each of these.  It is a death of separation, rather than annihilation, termination, or cessation – or even inability.

Buried

Being buried with Christ (Romans 6:14; Colossians 2:12) is the assurance that the death actually took place.  This was no fainting, swooning or coma phenomenon.  The body of Christ was wrapped in accordance with traditional Jewish practices on the same day in which He was crucified, placed in a tomb, with a stone over the opening of the tomb.  The tomb was sealed with the seal of Rome, and a team of Roman guards set in place to prevent the breaking of the seal.  But inside the tomb, it was spiritually very, very crowded, because we who believe, of the body of Christ, were there with Him as His wrapped body lay dead in the tomb.  Being dead in relationship to ‘the sin’, the Law and the world are not hypothetical or nearly true.  These are true.       

Raised 

Being raised with him (Ephesians 2:6; Colossians 2:12; 3:1) means that when Christ was raised to new life, that burial cloth and that tomb experienced a mass evacuation – even if the startled Romans soldiers guarding the tomb never saw the crowd!  Being raised with Him has some momentous and critically important truths for us to live by.  Being raised with Him means that our new life is derived from His new life.  We are not only dead in relationship to ‘the sin’, the Law and the world, but we are alive, in a new kind of life, to God and to righteousness (Romans 6:1-10; 1 Peter 2:24).  And while being made alive was a one time occurrence, being alive is from then on until forever.

But there is also an important aspect of that new kind of life that we share with Christ that should not be overlooked – we need to be spiritually calibrated for the massive and unparalleled magnitude of that resurrection life:

Ephesians 1:18-23 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward [Greek: eis = into] us who believe.  These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

The surpassing greatness of the power of Christ’s resurrection is the measure of the magnitude of that new life that was not just enacted at that past point in time, but is being right now directed into the life of each believer – right now!  Which is also a marvelous truth that is not at all just hypothetical, but intended to be real life now: We who believe are not intended to do the living here on this planet – He is!  (Galatians 2:20).   

Ascended & Seated

Acts 1 records historically that Christ ascended, right from the presence of the eleven disciples.  And then we have it from the Ephesians passage above (also Ephesians 2:4-7; and elsewhere in Scripture) that Christ was seated in the heavenlies.  As with any process or sequence, it’s where it ends that is what counts so greatly.  We end up seated with Him in the heavenlies, not just when we die or are raptured, but spiritually speaking, right now.  As we’ve seen before in this sequence, that seat where Christ is seated right now is very, very crowded, spiritually speaking!  It is there where we have all of our spiritual blessings (Ephesians 1:3).  It is there in the heavenlies where we have our citizenship, which is why our names are written in the book of life – the list of heavenly citizens.        It is there where we have our fellowship with Him.  We are to do the living there, seated in the heavenlies where we are blessed completely with Him, while He does the living here, since He is not limited by spatial constraints.

Impacts!
While the debates about Calvinism and Arminianism have gone on for centuries, and debates about Open Theism and the integration of secular psychology with Christian faith in more recent decades, it is rare that these fundamental biblical truths of identification, addressed hundreds of times in the New Testament, are even brought up in the discussion.      

Calvinism, Arminianism, Open Theism, some of the more popular varieties of 'Christianized' secular psychology all fall short in understanding these essential identification truths:
 

1) Calvinism doesn't understand that death is separation, but assumes that unsaved man is out on a slab, cold and dead, unable to respond.  Calvinism therefore assumes that the first step is to give life and regeneration to the unsaved person who is chosen and elect:

chosen and elected by God > regeneration > gift of faith > belief  > salvation

But the Bible not only defines death differently, but says that God sovereignly makes the one who believes to go through this specific sequence by identification with Christ:

died > buried > raised > ascended > seated
So regeneration isn't the first step, but the third, and being crucified so as to die comes first, by God's deliberate intent.  Calvinism doesn’t have a good place in which to insert or overlay the order of the identification truths that are found in the New Testament, as applicable to the church.  And the death with Christ on the cross that took place separated the believer from the Law.  Hence many Calvinists still have the believer under some principle of Law, as did Calvin himself, apparently not totally understanding all of what took place on the day Christ died (Romans 7:4-6; Galatians 2:19)!  
 

2) Arminianism doesn't seem to understand, among other things, that in Christ, baptized into Him, with Christ, together with Christ, united with Him, etc. is never reversed nor even threatened to be reversed for any believer.  That truth is in addition to all the other really solid reasons that the believer cannot lose his salvation.  And many Arminians retain the Law in some regard, not seeing that the believer was separated from the Law  as a part of Christ’s accomplishments on the cross. 
 

3) Open Theism doesn't understand that in order for us to be identified with Christ on basis of having believed, God had to know in advance who would believe, identify them with Christ prior to their having believed, then apply that, with all of its consequences, in the future only to those who believed.  God cannot do these things and be subject to and limited by time.     
And regarding the integration of Christian belief with psychology: 

 

4) The Freudian Christian (Larry Crabb, Wes Roberts, et al) looks on the individual's past that is earthly and in Adam, but seems blind to the fact that the answers are only to be found in our new spiritual history in Christ (death, burial, resurrection, ascension and seating).  Also overlooked is that fact that God looks 'below the water line' (in what is termed the subconscious) as we humans never could, and addresses everything 'below  the water line' through His word (Hebrews 4:12).  Further, the construction of the mind that Freudian psychology portrays is blind to what Scripture reveals about us as human beings. 
 

5) The Jungian Christian (John Eldredge, et al) looks to mankind's corporate evolutionary past, ignoring Genesis 1-11, and not to the new spiritual history that the believer has in Christ.  Jungian evolutionary psychology doesn't even truly see who we were in the biblical Adam, but sees us only in the evolutionary pathway!  It doesn't even see us in               Adam in our earthly past, but certainly does not see us as now being in Christ, with a  new past (or history) that displaced the past (or history) that we once had in Adam.  
Conclusion

Calvinism, Arminianism, Open Theism, and the attempted integration of Freudian and Jungian secular psychology with the Bible each have fundamental conflicts with the correct and full understanding of the believer’s identification with Christ in His death, burial, resurrection, ascension and seating.  Each of these systems has some element of attempted human logic or humanistic speculation that stands substantially at odds with the word of God, including the identification truths.  As such, the believer and the churches are both presently and eternally better off beholding the Lord through His written and deliberately revealed word (2 Corinthians 3:18; Hebrews 12:1,2), rather                than trying to find answers that are limited by human viewpoints and speculations, but set aside essential truths revealed by God himself.  
� Scripture quotes are from the New American Standard Updated, unless noted otherwise.


� See also 1 Peter 5:14.
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