1 Peter 1:6-9

An insight into the way Peter wrote

One difference we will be seeing in the way Peter writes that differs from Paul, and John, is that Peter often seems to use verbs in progress, describing the believer carrying out an action, rather than imperatives or others words conveying “ought” or should” or “must”.  How does that show up?  Take a look:

1 Peter 1:13 (NASU)

Therefore, prepare (participle) your minds for action, keep sober (participle) in spirit, fix your hope (imperative) completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

1 Peter 2:18 (NASU)

Servants, be submissive (participle) to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.

1 Peter 5:1-3 (NASU)

Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd (imperative) the flock of God among you, exercising oversight (participle) not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording (participle) it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples (participle) to the flock.

Why would Peter write this way?  He didn’t say why directly, but the implication seems to be that since Peter was a man of action (as a fisherman, and also see 1 Peter 1:13, above) he had a mindset inclined towards faith that was implemented and applied to real life – starting from the inside and working all the way out.  This was the mindset of the other apostles, too, but Peter seemed to express that mindset more often than most by means of actions in progress rather than by direct use of imperatives or equivalent words.

1 Peter 1:6-7

In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

“In this” refers to all the things given in verses 3-5.  While Paul would simply write, “Rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:16), Peter wrote about the action as presently in progress (present indicative), adding “greatly”.  But he is not done with the subject of rejoicing, which we’ll see again in verse 8.  Peter also used the word “though” several times in this passage, using the word to draw attention to the contrast between their present trials and their present rejoicing and future glory.   

Peter, as he will do a few times in this letter, turns to the subject of trials and suffering.  The time here on planet earth Peter calls “a little while”.  Peter will use this phrase again, also in referring to trials, in 1 Peter 5:10, “After you have suffered for a little while…”.  Peter clearly portrays it as exceedingly valuable to view trials and suffering in view of the span of eternity.  The trials (peirasmos) are various (poikilos), just as James also refers to them (James 1:2).  

In verse 7 we see four categories of thought:

1. so that the proof of your faith, 

2. being more precious than gold which is perishable, 

3. even though tested by fire, 

4. may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ

Peter’s first and third points address the trials.  Point two provides a valuation of the proof of faith, and point four tells us the result and outcome of the proof of the faith.  The proof of the faith is dokimion, which is a trial with a view to approval.  The word dokimion is based on the terminology of metal assaying.  Point three underscores the character of the “proof of your faith” by “tested by fire”.  The verb translated “tested”,  dokimazō, is related to the noun dokimion, and it means to be tested with a view to approval.  Peter is talking about the believers placing their trust in the Lord as they go through a trial. 

James 1:12 (NASU)

Blessed is a man who perseveres (hupomenō) under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

James uses many of the same words as Peter does regarding trials, and Peter himself will use hupomenō in 1 Peter 2:20.  What Peter and James are both communicating is that it is not simply the encountering the trials or remaining in the trail that brings Gods’ approval, but continuing to trust the Lord (Peter: “your faith”), and remain in fellowship (James: “perseveres”) with Him during the trial that has God’s approval.  

How highly is that faithfulness and perseverance under trail valued?  Peter puts it as more precious than gold, which is perishable, that is, highly precious but imperishable.  Clearly, Peter’s is a spiritual valuation, made from God’s viewpoint, and to be shared by the believer in fellowship with the Lord, walking with spiritually open eyes (Ephesians 1:18ff).  How does Peter’s valuation of the proof of our faith, given from a spiritual viewpoint) help us in the trial?

In remaining faithful to and in fellowship with the Lord through the trial, our Lord rewards us, when we see Him face to face (1 John 3:2; 2 Corinthians 5:10, with “praise and glory and honor”, which will be the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose: to reveal, declare and share God’s glory, and to thereby glorify God (Revelation 4:1-11).       

1 Peter 1:8-9

and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

Verses 8 and 9 have some repeated words and ideas from verses 6 and 7:

· though - focusing upon contrast and paradox

· greatly rejoice – the rejoicing is not incidental, but very substantial

· glory – the radiant essence of who God is (e.g., Revelation 22)

· your faith – focusing not on the content of faith, but reliance upon the Lord

Verse 8 makes repeated reference to “Him”: Jesus Christ.  Here is how Peter portrays these references to “Him”:

· though you have not seen Him - Peter writes to those who did not see the Lord

· you love Him, and – in response to His love for us (1 John 4:19)

· though you do not see Him now, but – so we are saved and live and walk by faith

· believe in Him – the Greek word translated “believe” is present active participle, conveying continuing trust in Christ

The joy and rejoicing are “over the top”, and the glory is full, with God as the source.      

Verse 9, “…obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls”.  This should not be viewed in such a way as to make obtaining salvation dependent upon either one’s continuing faith or rejoicing or loving Him (Christ).  Peter’s point is that the continuing to love Him and believe and rejoicing are the basis for the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls”.  Also, the salvation of your souls in this verse is forward-looking.  It is the future salvation toward which Peter continues to direct the believers’ attention.  

While Peter calls the believers to look forward to the future aspect of their salvation, he centers the believer’s focus upon relationship and fellowship with the Lord by faith (see “Him” in verse 8).
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