Why so much focus on bond-servants?

• The most common word for bond-servants (=slaves) in Greek is doulos, which occurs 124 times in the New Testament, in 21 out of 27 New Testament books, plus many related words

• Doulos, & other words in the New Testament which are related to it, are pivotal in correctly understanding the position of those who are not saved, as well as fully understanding our salvation & position in Christ

Some New Testament words re: slaves:
• Bought (Greek: agorazō; 1 Corinthians 6:20)

• Redeemed (Greek: exagorazō; Galatians 3:13)

• Redeemed (Greek: lutrō; Titus 2:14)

• Tutor/Schoolmaster (Greek: paidagōgos; Galatians 3:24, 25)

• Captive (Greek: sulagōgeō = kidnap, capture by pirates or thugs; Colossians 2:8)

• Captive (Greek: aichmalōtizō = military capture; 2 Corinthians 10:5)

• Freed (Greek: dikaiō; Romans 6:7, 18, 22)

• Master (Greek: kurios; Ephesians 6:5)

In the Roman Empire, slaves were…

• entirely subject to the will of their owners

• in some cases abused & in some well cared for

• of varying educational levels & occupations

• at times given great responsibility (Matthew 24:45)

• without much in the way of civil rights (since they were considered property – 1 Corinthians 6:20; 7:23), but slaves did have some legal protections

• sometimes given the option to be freed, by payment or by a generous owner (1 Corinthians 7:21, 22)

• able, at the slave owner’s option, to have money & property – even owning other slaves

How did one become a slave?
• One could be born of slaves - automatically owned by the owner of one’s parents

• One could be found as a legally abandoned child (a father could legally physically abandon his children until legally accepted by the father)

• One could be captured in military conquest or by pirates or thugs

• One could volunteer to be a slave

• One could sell himself into slavery because of indebtedness, or

• Be sold into slavery by the father

How many were slaves in 
New Testament times?
• Galen, a medical doctor in Pergamum (see Revelation 2:12-17) in the 2nd century estimated that 1/3 of the population of Pergamum consisted of slaves

• Many scholars contend that the fraction of the population consisting of slaves was higher in cities like Ephesus, Athens & Rome – probably closer to 1/2 of the population

• Since slave ownership in rural areas was typically much less than urban areas, over the whole Roman Empire, about 20% of the population consisted of slaves

• About ½ million new slaves were needed each year to replace those that died, became incapacitated, or were freed by self-purchase or by the generosity of their owners

Slavery & Related Themes in 1 & 2 Peter:
1 Peter 1:18

knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,

1 Peter 2:16

Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.

2 Peter 2:1

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.

2 Peter 2:19-20

promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 

Holly Hills Bible Church – 06 1 Peter 1:17-21
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