1 Peter 1:22-25

Peter & the Word of God

Peter wrote, of the letters we have received, just eight chapters, yet he provided in it a foundation for understanding the word of God that is priceless.  Peter conveyed, for example:

· The Holy Spirit spoke through the Old Testament prophets (1 Peter 1:10-11)

· Our new birth is through the ‘living and enduring word of God’ (1 Peter 1:23)

· By the word of God we are to grow spiritually (1 Peter 2:2)

· We have the prophetic word made sure, which is not of private interpretation, made by men carried along by the Holy Spirit, spoken from God (2 Peter 1:19-21)

· We are reminded of the words spoken by the Old Testament prophets, and by Christ, and the apostles (2 Peter 3:1,2)

· Paul’s writings are Scripture as well (1 Peter 3:15,16)

· In growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, we have it that the growing (auzanō) is by the word of God (1 Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 3:18)

Peter also quoted Old Testament passages and/or concepts often, as we have seen and will see shortly.  In this he built upon the word of God as written before Him, and added to Scripture as he was authorized and inspired to do so.  Make note that Peter’s use of the Old Testament was generally from the Greek translation of the Old Testament
, which will help to understand why the quotes of Peter and the other authors of the New Testament will sometimes use slightly different wording than we find when we look at the passage in our Bibles.  The process of translation of the Old Testament to English and the Old Testament quotes in the New Testament can be shown and contrasted like this:

Old Testament as translated directly: 

Hebrew > English

Old Testament quotes in the New Testament: 
Hebrew > Greek > English

Another reason why New Testament quotes of the Old Testament sometimes differ from the exact Old Testament passage is because the authors of the New Testament sometimes made new applications of the verse, or added new insights to the passage, which were not immediately apparent in the Old Testament context.

Peter’s use of the Old Testament was relatively frequent among New Testament authors, as was his reference to the value and character of the word of God.  We would do well to listen to what Peter has to say about the word of God, since he often provides fresh insights – and he walked and talked with the living Word of God, having been graciously and mercifully commissioned by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, by the testimony of other apostles (John 21:15-17).   

1 Peter 1:22-23 (NASU)

Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of          the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God. 

“Since” (KJV: ‘Seeing’) is not in the Greek text directly, but has been added for a smoother English translation.  The same is true of ‘for’ which begins verse 23.  In keeping with Peter’s characteristic manner of writing, the Greek text of verse 22 actually comes across along the lines of first describing the actions of the believers followed by the imperative to love.

Verse 22 starts off in the Greek text literally, “The souls of you having been purified…”.  Peter’s choice of verbs for ‘purified’ (hagnizō) was a relatively less common one in the New Testament, being used otherwise only by John and also by Luke, regarding Paul.  But the related words were quite common in the New Testament: hagnos (= pure), hagios (= saint).  The word translated ‘purified’ (hagnizō) is a perfect active participle.  So Peter has said that this purification was a completed past action, which took place at the time of belief.

So what is “obedience to the truth”?  Is it our efforts to do the right thing?  The word pair “the truth” points to the gospel of salvation, since being ‘purified’ indicates a completed past action – salvation from the penalty of sin upon belief.  The word translated ‘obedience’ means to ‘listen under’ – in this case it means to listen to ‘the truth’ of the gospel of salvation and to place oneself under that truth.

What does the ‘obedience’ and being ‘purified’ lead to in the present?  In the present it leads to a ‘sincere love of the brethren’.  The words ‘love of the brethren’ in English come from just one Greek word that you will recognize: philadelphia.  Take note that Peter did not write, ‘love like they were brethren’, but wrote ‘love of the brethren’.  Those who have placed their faith in Christ are not called to pretend that they are brethren or just act like it.  A genuine (sincere) love of the brethren is based on actual family relationship on a spiritual level:

Romans 8:29 (NASU)

For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;

Ephesians 2:19-20 (NASU)

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 

Hebrews 2:11 (NASU)

For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Since that ‘sincere love of the brethren’ is a key part of the present outcome from our having been saved by faith, Peter takes it to its logical and practical conclusion: “fervently love one another from the heart”.  The love that Peter calls for is agapeō – loving that has God as its source and does not depend upon the actions or inactions of the recipients, who in this case are our brethren in the Lord, the ‘one another’.  So what is the intensity of that unconditional love to be?  Peter says ‘fervently’.  Not occasionally, half-heartedly, or mildly, but fervently.

Where does that kind of love come from?  Peter said it comes ‘from the heart’.  That tells us that this love is not just an external act or prescribed behavior.  It also tells us that the heart of the believer has been made such that this fervent unconditional love is to be sourced from there – there where Christ lives, and Paul even prays that Christ may make Himself at home in the hearts of the believers (Ephesians 3:17).

In verse 23 Peter returns again to expand upon ‘the truth’ in verse 22, which stated only in the positive says, “you have been born again …of seed which is… imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.”  Peter has given us some basic and essential characteristics of the gospel and salvation.  You will recall that Peter had introduced this being “born again” (anagennaō)
 before:  

1 Peter 1:3 (NASU)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

This being ‘born again’ fits perfectly with what Peter had just written in verse 22 about the believers all having a family relationship, as brethren in Christ.  The word anagennaō is written as a perfect passive verb.  It says that our having been born again is a completed past action with ongoing results into the future, implying permanence, and that the being ‘born again’, as passive, is God’s accomplishment in us – we are the recipients of God’s action to cause us to be born again.  It is not our accomplishment, but His!

How about Peter’s reference to ‘seed’?  What does he mean by that?  The word ‘seed’ (which in the Greek is only here in all of the New Testament), is not referring to plant seed, but rather ‘seed’ in the sense of the truth of the gospel providing for spiritual rebirth (= ‘born again’).  In the natural realm, things that are born eventually die, so Peter makes the point that being ‘born again’ as he wrote of it, in sharp contrast (alla), is by nature ‘imperishable’.   

“…that is, through the living and enduring word of God…”

This is the ‘imperishable seed’ explained.  It is the written word of God, which has as its central message for salvation, the content of the gospel.  Peter says that the word of God is ‘living’, which is fully supported by the author of Hebrews: 

Hebrews 4:12 (NASU)

For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

As for the word of God enduring, Peter is about to underscore that point dramatically from an Old Testament passage.   

1 Peter 1:24-25 (NASU)

For, 

"All flesh is like grass, 

And all its glory like the flower of grass. 

The grass withers, 

And the flower falls off, 

25 but the word of the Lord endures forever." 

And this is the word which was preached to you.

Peter appears to be quoting from the Greek Old Testament version of Isaiah chapter 40:

Isaiah 40:6b, 8 (NASU)

All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 

8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

But the word of our God stands forever. 

The word of the Lord has an enduring quality, in contrast to things of this earth, because of the character of God Himself, who is eternal and unchanging.

Psalm 90:2 (NASU)

Before the mountains were born 

Or You gave birth to the earth and the world, 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. 

Malachi 3:6 (NASU)

For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed. 

James 1:17 (NASU)

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.  

We can count upon what God has had written for us, because we can count upon Him - always.  

� The Greek Old Testament is also known as ‘the Septuagint’ or ‘LXX’ named for the approximately seventy scholars who did the translation.  The exact number was supposedly arrived at by having six scholars from each of the twelve tribes involved in the translation.        


� Only in these two places in the entire New Testament, as a compound word.  John 3 twice uses the same basic words, but as two words, and not compounded (John 3:3,7).
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