1  Peter 2:1-3 (NASU)

Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation. If you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.

“Therefore...”  (ouketi: ook-et'-ee)  It refers to what has gone before: 

1 Peter 1:22-23  (NASU)

Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God. 

“putting aside…” (apotithemi: ap-ot-eth-ay-mē) It means to definitely “put off.” 
Positionally, we were separated from the old Adamic nature in our identification with Christ on the cross: 

Romans 6:6 (NASU)

“Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin.”

Ephesians 4:22 (NASU)

That, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit.

By faith in our new, sanctified position, we turn from, we reckon as crucified, the principle of sin and self within. We count ourselves to be new creations in Christ, having died to sin and self.   This is the ground of growth!

Five hindrances to our ability to grow spiritually:

· all malice

· all deceit

· hypocrisy

· envy

· all slander
 “all malice…”  (kakia: kak-ee'-ah)  This speaks of any kind of wickedness that comes from within.   Malice is an evil heart towards others.
Romans 1:29 (NASU)  

Being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips.
James 1:21 (NASU)

Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 

Acts 8:22 (NASU)

Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you.  (Peter speaking to Simon the Sorcerer.)
Titus 3:3 (NASU)
For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.

“guile…”  (dolos: dol'-os)   Deceit; to catch with deceit or falsehood. (It is deception towards others)   It is leading people with trickery; devious actions to get what you want. 
1 Peter 3:10 (NASU)

For the one who desires life, to love and see good days,

must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit. 

If we are guilty of malice and guile we try to hide it and this produces hypocrisy.

“hypocrisy…”  (hupokrisis: hoop-ok'-ree-sis) This is deception concerning identity. It is pretending to be something that we are not. It is doing the opposite of what I’m telling others to do.  It is not being genuine in relationships.  It is an outward show.   Like what we see on stage, a phony mask.
Ephesians 6:24 (NASU)

Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love.

If we are not sincere with God we are playing the hypocrite.   It is an outward show.  

Jesus said to the Pharisees who thought that the external was what was most important. 

Matthew 23:28 (NASU)

So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.  

Our profession and our confession need to match.  See how Peter addresses the means for bringing that about on page 4.

Matthew 7:22-23 (NASU) 

Many will say to Me on that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?  And then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.   
In Galatians 2: 11-13 Paul opposed Peter because of his hypocrisy.

A characteristic of the end time apostasy will be that of hypocrisy. 1 Tim 4:1-2  

Francis Bacon said, “A bad name is worse when a person pretends to be a saint.”  

Someone has said that we are so accustom to wearing a disguise before others that 

we are unable to recognize ourselves.  

Examine our love.     It is genuine when we hate sin.

Romans 12:9 (NASU) 

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 

Examine our motives by: 

James 3:17 (NASU)

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.

 “envy…”  (phthonos: fthon'-os)   This is evil motivated by the selfish desire to possess.
It is the feeling of displeasure of witnessing or hearing of another person’s prosperity. 

This is a hatred of another who has something that we want.
Titus 3:3 (NASU)
For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 

Envy is a work of the flesh.  

Galatians 5:19-21 (NASU)

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

Romans 1:29-32 (NASU)

Being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them. 

This was the attitude of those who handed Christ over to Pilate: 

Mark 15:10 (NASU)

For he was aware that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy. 
“all slander…”  (katalalia: kat-al-al-ee'-ah)  To speak against people.  It is hostile speaking, slander, backbiting, or defaming.

It is the evidence of the first 4 hindrances to spiritual growth being present in a life. 

Ephesians 4:29 (NASU)

Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 

Ephesians 4:31 (NASU)

 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  








The five relationship sins of this verse will cripple our Christian life.  The flesh (the expression of the sin nature in each of our bodies) and the character of the Holy Spirit indwelling those who are in Christ are incompatible. 

How can we overcome the flesh?  By the Spirit.

Galatians 5:16 (NASU)

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 

When you we walking by, “in the Spirit”, we cannot sin. 

1 Peter 2:2 (NASU) 

Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation.

"Like" brings up an analogy between physical and spiritual growth.

There is only one imperative found in verses 1-3.  It is, “…long for the pure milk of the word.”   
The “laying aside” (a participle) of the evils listed in verse 1 is a subordinate duty which prepares us for carrying out the principle command of “long for the pure milk of the word.”
Peter is not calling them baby Christians; he is telling them to earnestly yearn for God's Word as a newborn babe does for milk.  This hunger of the heart should characterize all Christians from the newly born to the most mature.  

Matthew 18:3 (NASU)
And said, ‘Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven’. 

 “Peter makes no mention of a process of growth from infancy to adulthood, where the longing for milk is replaced by the ability to eat solid food.  His picture of the readers as babes, unlike that of Paul and the author of the Hebrews is not derogatory.  He was eager for them, as those who had been born again to maintain the distinctive characteristic of baby like eagerness for spiritual nourishment.”  D.E. Hiebert

“ long for” (epipotheo: ep-ee-poth-eh'-o)  The prefix epi- intensifies the verb potheo.   

This means to intensely crave possession or earnestly yearn for.    It is in the aorist tense which speaks of reality.   It is active voice making it something that we do.  Imperative mood makes it a must.  

This is also used in the Greek Old Testament of Psalm 42:1 where the psalmist says that his soul pants after God "as the hart pants after water brooks”.

“milk” (gala: gal'-ah) -  milk
“Milk” is described with two adjectives: “of the word” and “pure.”  

“of the word” (logikos: log-ik-os')- speaks of the source as seen in:
I Peter 1:23 (NASU)

For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.

“pure” (adolos: ad'-ol-os)-  undeceitful, i.e. (figuratively) unadulterated; pure.
This  means to have no human deceit or no human philosophy, no human etc.
“you may grow” (auzano: owx-an'-o)  - this is in the aorist passive which may be translated as “be made to grow.”  While we have the responsibility to long for the milk of the word, the passive voice tells us that God is the one who accomplishes the growing.  It is a life long process of growth.  

In what respect do we grow?   
“in respect to salvation.”   (soteria: so-tay-ree'-ah)-  rescue or safety; deliverance.
This is the goal of spiritual growth. 

Colossians 1:10 (NASU)

So that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.

2 Peter 3:18 (NASU)

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

This is in the imperative whereas 1 Peter 2:2 is not in the imperative.   

Ephesians 4:15 (NASU)

But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ. 
1 Peter 1:3 (NASU)
If you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.

The “If” does not imply doubt.  It speaks of the reality of past experience.

The conditional aspect of this word, as seen in the Greek, invites us to self examination concerning this matter.

“Tasted” is an aorist middle indicative.  The indicative is a fact.  ‘Have tasted’ speaks of an experience. This word continues the imagery of the milk.  The aorist tense looks back to the past experience started at the point of being born again.  Peter believes that the delight of the past experience will inspire them to more appropriation. 

This word for ‘taste’ is the same used by the Psalmist in the Greek Old Testament of Psalm 34:8 (NASU) “O taste and see that the Lord is good…”

“That the Lord is good” - This, they have experienced. 
Our experience as Christians is that the Lord Himself is kind, loving and gracious.  Certainly we know by experience that the Lord’s blessings are good.  

The end of all our time in the word should not be mere knowledge of the written word but of knowing Him Who is the Word in His transforming power.  It is the Lord Himself Who transforms into His image.  
HHBC - 1 & 2 Peter – 08 1 Peter 2:1-3 – page 6 of 6

