1 Peter 2:9-10 (NASU)

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

“But you are” 

This refocuses our attention on believers in contrast to the unbelievers as seen in the previous verse.  We saw in verse 8 the appointment unbelievers have with “doom.”  

2 Thessalonians 1:7-11 gives light as to what this doom is for unbelievers.  It is for them to be separated from the presence of the Lord with eternal destruction.   

Peter is thinking of believers as corporate members of the body of Christ. He does not use the word church, but his description of the church comes to its climax here in verses 9 and 10. 

Each of these titles declare privileges that the collective church already has positionally:  

· “a chosen race” 

· “a royal priesthood”

·  “a holy nation”

· “a people for God's own possession” 

All four privileges are ours before God because of our being in the Lord Jesus Christ.

“a chosen race” (generation)

You are a chosen people. The church is a race based on spiritual birth.  We enter into union with the Lord Jesus Christ for all eternity.

Ephesians 1:4 (NASU)

Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 

John 15:16 (NASU)

You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 

The idea of birth is in this word “race.” See  1 Peter 1:23; 2:2.

Because of our spiritual birth, the new race goes beyond all natural distinctions that we see in the 1st Adam’s race: ancestry, languages, or cultures.  Our spiritual birth “in Christ” takes away all boasting and yet sets up a heredity that rejoices in our federal head, the Lord Jesus Christ.  

“a royal priesthood” 

 “A royal” (basileios: bas-il'-i-os) in the Greek means kingly in nature.   

The priests of the Old Testament were just priests. They had an earthly high priest over them.   They were not “royal.”  Believers in this dispensation are king-priests.  Royal means no person stands over us as priests.  We have direct access to God.  Our priesthood came about and was made royal when the Lord Jesus Christ, our High Priest, had done His work.  By our second birth we have the same royalty as the Lord Jesus has.  

Revelation 1:6 (NASU)

And He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father — to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

The priests of the Old Testament were of the order of Levi. Christ, however, came from the tribe of Judah which is the kingly tribe.  Christ’s priesthood was of the order of Melchizedek, who was King of Salem.  “Royal” refers to the kingly priesthood order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 5:6)

Believers are a royal priesthood because of our relationship to Jesus Christ Who is both king and priest.  All believers make up a kingdom of priests.

Where is our high priest this morning?  Where are we positionally?

Hebrews 4:14 (NASU)

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Our service is rendered on resurrection ground from the throne of glory.  

From our exalted position in Christ, we can serve God in His strength and power.

By virtue of our position in Christ we have a throne union with Christ.  Our priestly work is in the fullness of the risen Christ.  

Two characteristics of a priest: 

· He has access to God and serves by bringing others to Him.  He is concerned enough for others to pray for them.  


Romans 5:1-2 (NASU)


Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by 
faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.

· He brings an offering to God. In the Old Testament days, believers brought animal sacrifices.  In the New Testament we are to bring spiritual sacrifices.  Paul encourages us to offer ourselves as a “living sacrifice.”  Romans 12:1 


Hebrews 13:15-16 (NASU)


Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, 
the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do not neglect doing good and 
sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

“a holy nation” – a community of believers

The word “holy” means set apart. The culture of this community of the redeemed is holiness.   Believers are a people set apart unto God “in Christ.”  

1 Peter 1:14-16 (NASU)

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 16 because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I Am holy.”

Holiness is not just abstaining from this and that.  Holiness is conformity of the heart, mind and will to Christ.  How like Christ are we: in the place of prayer, in our devotion to Scripture, in our homes, with our family, when it comes to being concerned for the lost? 

A “nation” is a body of people under the same sovereign.  The church is a nation in the midst of nations.  This nation is based on our union with the Lord Jesus Christ.  We all have the same new nature.  We are united in desiring God’s will and in doing His service.

“a people for God's own possession”  
We, those who are saved Gentiles and those who are saved Jews, are God’s own special possession and property.  

Titus 2:14 (NASU)

Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 

1 Corinthians 6:19 (NASU)

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 

“so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him” 

Because of the spiritual identity we now have, we are qualified to speak out about, that is, to publish completely, the “praises” of God’s noble acts.
Psalm 107:2 (NASU)

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,

Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the adversary 

1 John 1:3 (NASU)

What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

Philippians 3:8 (NASU)

More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ. 

The more we know the Lord, the more we can show forth His praises.

1 Corinthians 10:31 (NASU)

Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

Ephesians 1:5-6 (NASU)

He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

Our lives and our church fellowship are to be an accurate reflection of the excellencies of the Lord.

Colossians 3:23-24 (NASU)

Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.

“who has called you out of darkness” 

God calls us out of the darkness of being a person without Christ.  Darkness is the realm of those who reject the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior.     

Ephesians 5:8 (NASU)

“For you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light.”

“into His marvelous light” 

This refers to the occasion of a person becoming a Christian.  

Colossians 1:13 (NASU)

For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.

“for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God”

 “Once” describes our pre-Christian life.  We were not useful in God’s plan for time or eternity.  

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NASU)

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 

In 1 Peter 1:23 Peter brought out that we were born the first time of a seed that is perishable (corrupt).

Paul and Peter believed that it was good for believers to remember what they once were “in Adam.”  It should help us appreciate what we now are “in Christ.”

Ephesians 2:13 (NASU)

But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

“you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy”

There was a time when we had not received mercy from the Lord.  

Mercy is not the same as grace.  

Mercy emphasizes God’s decision to spare punishment for our sins.  He holds back punishment to us in the light of Christ’s work at the cross.  Christ bore our punishment,  now God is free to exercise His mercy toward us.  Mercy is not getting what we do deserve (Hell).    

Grace emphasizes God’s provision for us in salvation. Grace is a gift, and salvation is by grace, because it is God’s gift to anyone who is willing to take it.  Grace is getting what we do not deserve (Christ and Heaven).

1 Timothy 1:15-16 (NASU)

It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 

Onesimus, the run away slave, who we read of in the book of Philemon, found mercy that Christ might be demonstrated in his life.  Evidently upon meeting Paul in prison, and then on hearing the Gospel message, Onesimus became a believer.  He was formerly useless and became useful both to Philemon, his master, and to Paul.  

God is glorified when we believers allow the Lord Jesus Christ to be magnified in and through our lives and through our fellowship.
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