1 Peter 2:18-25

Nice Cross-over!  

In this passage we see a Peter drawing heavily from the Old Testament.  Not only that, but the exact passage in the Old Testament that we have spent the last few weeks studying!  So it will be nice to go at this passage with all of the insights into Isaiah 53 that we have been learning about! As we continue in our study we will look at those similarities and tie ins.

1 Peter 2:18-20

18  Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.  19  For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.  20  For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience?  But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.

To whom are you speaking?

The question comes to mind, to whom is the Apostle Peter speaking here?  This section of scripture (from verse 18 through verse 20) is addressing slaves.  The word Peter uses here is not the word he used in verse 16 (doulos) but rather a word that comes from the root word for “house”, the word used here is oiketes meaning household servant.  This focuses on the servant as a part of the family, though not necessarily in the family.  What we know of Roman history tells us that between one-third and one-half of all people in this time were slaves, and the percentage of Christians that were slaves was probably even higher.  


So, since we are none of us slaves or household servants in the New Testament sense we can move promptly forward to verse 21 right?  Probably not.  How can these verses apply to our lives in a culture in which official slavery is no longer legal?  Given the fact that slavery was not viewed as a moral problem or issue within the Roman Empire, but rather as a necessary part of maintaining a functioning society, what Peter and Paul meant when they said “slaves” was really was much closer to our view of an employer/employee relationship than our conception of slavery.  Of course slaves could not choose their master, but they could, if the opportunity presented itself, or over time and through hard work, free themselves is they wanted.  

What's that verb again?

The same verb is used here that was used in verse 13: submit!  This time, however, Peter returns to using participles rather than imperatives, implying that it is more natural for a slave to obey their master than for Christians to obey a government that is persecuting them.  This word, as we talked about last week, means to under-attach oneself and support that to which it is submitting in every way that is possible and acceptable.  

To what and to whom?

Wuest tells us that those slave masters who could be called gentle were viewed as “the milk of human kindness” because there was no law in place requiring them to be nice, kind and flexible with their slaves.  A slave or servant who had a kind master would be very thankful that they had it so good.  Many slaves and servants did not have that luxury.  Many masters were harsh and abusive, taking advantage of their slaves in every way imaginable, and beating their slaves constantly.  How much more would the rage of these dark hearted men be inflamed by being exposed to the light and life of Christ in their believing servant.  Imagine the proud men looking into the eyes of their slaves, who bow to them and obey them, and seeing the ONE in them whom all men should bow before, trust in and obey!  What conviction and rage could be exhorted just by the presence of such an influence!  So Peter here tells slaves that regardless of whether their master is kind or cruel they are to be in full submission to that master.

Finding Favor

The literal rendering of the Greek here would read: “For this is grace.”  The word “this” in this passage is indisputably referring to the suffering under a harsh master unjustly.  Some commentators have taken this to mean “this is the mark of grace” implying that this action is the outworking of God's grace on our lives.  However, the translators choice of “favor” seems a better choice given the context.  The implication would be that to bear up well under trial finds favor with God, or if one prefers, pleases God.  This is the outcome and action that God desires of us and it is pleasing to Him!


This favor is found because of it's motivation.  If the motivation to withstand unjust hardships at the hands of a harsh master is simply a stoic or pessimistic belief that it couldn't be avoided, that is not the praiseworthy situation that is being encouraged here.  The hardships and unjust blows need to be endured because of consciousness of God.  The idea is to bear up well under unjust difficulty because of an awareness of God's grace and his goodness.  Finding any way to put up with the problems is not the issue, but rather rejoicing in the hardships for God's glory!


In verse 20 Peter reiterates his point so as not to be misunderstood.  The word translated here as “credit” carries the idea of “fame, reputation or glory.”  This also points to the translation of “grace” above and again at the end of this verse as “favor.”  So there should be no spreading of good reputation, that is to say, it's not commendable to endure punishment for wrongdoing patiently if we actually were wrong.  This is to be expected.  It is not shocking if a person caught in wrong accepts the punishment given to him.  Peter is here talking about something over and above what we can naturally expect out of human nature.  It is a supernatural event for a person to be able to accept an unjustified beating with patience.  It is beyond what is expected.  That is the life of Christ lived out in us, that is amazing and powerful as Peter describes in the following verses.

1 Peter 2:21-25

21  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  22  Who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth;  23  and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;  24  and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  25  For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

Don't I know you from somewhere?

As was mentioned before, here Peter quotes Isaiah.  Peter was obviously saturated with the Old Testament notion of Christ and totally convinced that Jesus' first coming was so obviously foretold in passages like Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22.  Peter knew very well who those passages were talking about, and he knew very well that the Messiah had come and done what he had come to do.  


21  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  22  Who committed no 
sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth;  23  and while being reviled, He did 
not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting 
Himself to Him who judges righteously;  24  and He Himself bore our sins in His 
body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His 
wounds you were healed.  25  For you were continually straying like sheep, but 
now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

So it becomes really important to recognize something that Peter is doing here.  He has specifically singled out the servants, the slaves, and compared them to Jesus Christ.  It is so easy to get wrapped up in the beauty of these verses, and not notice that it is all connected to the fact that servants should bear unjust sufferings with patience just like their true master, Christ himself, did.  They, in their special position as slaves, have the ability to live out the life of Christ in a way that many other believers who are not slaves may not have.  It is in the doing of this that a servant can be most like Christ.  It's a truly amazing thing that one of the lowest cuts of society, with the least apparent power and ability to call the shots or change things in the world is given the most complete illusion to Jesus' life on earth.  It is when the slave bears up under the unjust hardship that they are most like the one that they are positionally in.  So logically since they are positionally “in Christ” their actions with their masters are to reflect that.

What DID Jesus Do?

So Peter does not ask the slaves to consider “What would Jesus do in your situation?”  He tells them what Jesus actually did and urges them to imitate Him who died for them.  Peter desire for this is strengthened in that he was an eye witness to the life of Christ and by saying that it was God's plan that Christ would suffer in this way and with this patience even before it happened.  It wasn't just that the crucifixion of Christ came on a “good day” for Jesus so he bore it patiently, it was prophesied that he would bear it patiently centuries earlier.  That's cool stuff!  

What an example!

It's an amazing thing that Jesus provided the example of how to behave under suffering.  This word translated “example” is hupogrammon combining the word for “under” and the word for “write.”  This is the word for a student who is learning how to write and is told to trace over what his teacher has written on the slate.  How truly amazing that the Lord is not just our savior, but also our example.  He could have chosen to save us impersonally, but chose to live out His life as an example that we should walk in it and follow Him.

And now for the example:

committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth


In following the example of Christ the first thing is to not be doing wrong.  As we saw in the preceding verses it is not commendable to suffer for the wrongs that one HAS done, but only for unjust suffering.  So the first way that we are to model ourselves after Christ's example, and live out our position in him is to refrain from doing that which we know to be wrong.  Not to lie, or be false in any way.  This is a part of our being conformed to the image of Christ in whom we are by the grace and action of God.  

while being reviled, He did not revile in return


The word revile talks about heaping abuse upon someone, and has the specific notion of verbal abuse built in.  There is no doubt that Christ experienced this throughout his 1st coming and he did not return the slanderous talk, but controlled his tongue.  How great an impact it makes when someone does not sink to the level of their verbal abusers!  It is truly amazing how one stands out when they are the only ones not slinging mud around as if making others dirtier will somehow make themselves look cleaner.

while suffering, He uttered no threats


Throughout Christ's passion we find that he was greatly suffering.  It is amazing that no person in history had more power at his command, and yet he didn't use that power.  If anyone who ever bore a cross on freshly scourged shoulders could have offered a threat and followed through with it, it was Jesus Christ.  Slaves were not often powerless people, however, even the most powerless people can grapple at whatever control or leverage they can get when they are suffering.  Whether to escape the suffering, or to scare the persecutor into stopping.  Jesus uttered no threats, and that is the example that He left.

kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously


What an amazing insight into what Christ was thinking about throughout the suffering that he endured.  Continually entrusting His judgment to The Judge, knowing that all of the shame and injustice of the persecution that he survived would melt away when all see what God's evaluation of the event at the Cross and the One who hung there is.  Or has Hebrews 12 puts it “For the joy set before Him he endured the Cross, scorning its shame...”  

What is the secret to that kind of life?

We could easily say that that is all well and good, but we simply are not capable of that.  Peter shifts here to the reason for that, echoes the writing of Paul in Romans chapter six.  Peter clearly spells out here that our sins, for those who have trusted in Christ are no longer the issue.  That is how we are blameless, that is where our old guilt has gone.  He furthermore tells us that we are dead to sin and alive to righteousness.  What an amazing confirmation of our position in Christ.  It is amazing that Peter and Paul had so little contact, comparatively speaking, and yet they wrote the same, perfectly harmonious doctrine.  What a testament to the truth of The Word of God and the uniformity of the first century apostolic faith.  

Power in the blood!

We were wounded and broken, but by His wounds we are made whole again.  By his wounding, foretold by Isaiah centuries before, we are absolutely restored to a right standing with God.  There is no other place that we can go to get this standing with God, there is no other place to go for the real and true healing to the mortal wound of the fact of sin in our lives.  Peter recognizes, by continuing to quote Isaiah, that we were weak.  He acknowledges that every single one of us was completely gone astray, and unable to find our way back, but it is Christ's work that brings us home again.  It is Christ's work that saves us, it is Christ's work that sanctifies us.  As we behold Him and recognize our position, and reckon on the truth that we are dead to sin and alive to Christ in God's eyes we will be brought to maturity.  There is no other way to bear up under sufferings and be pleasing to God unless it is walking in the position that he has given us, no amount of good works done from our flesh will please him, but the act of abiding in Him, trusting in Him and growing in Him, THAT is what pleases our Lord.

Jesus: Shepherd and Guardian

As we read through Psalm 23, a song written by another shepherd, we can easily identify to the amazing beauty of the fact that Christ is The Shepherd of our souls.  A shepherd cares for His sheep, feeds them, protects them, cleans them and watches over them day and night.  Much of the protection that a shepherd offers a sheep is from the sheep itself!  A sheep if left to it's own will drink from dirty waters, fall into pits, or become so unkept that it will no longer be able to stand and it will die on its back.  Christ is the awesome Shepherd, the Good Shepherd and we can trust him.


Here Christ is also called the “Guardian” of ours souls.  This word, in the Greek is where we get the work “Episcopalian” from and is commonly translated “overseer” or “bishop.”  We do not go through a mediator to get to Christ, we do not need a priest or a bishop to communicate and have a relationship with Our Lord.  He is, himself the chief Overseer of our souls.  Peter has been talking about conduct in these last few verses but can't separate that from the amazing thing that God did for us in Christ.  Sewn together like perfect quilt, or patched together as a beautiful mosaic Peter moves in great and reverent awe through the way we are to be living and the glorious and amazing Truth that enables us to do so.  Praise the Lord!
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