1 Peter 3:8-12 (NASU)

To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; 9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 10 For, the one who desires life, to love and see good days, must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit.  11 He must turn away from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it.  12 For the eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, and His ears attend to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.      

“To sum up” (to de telos) means “And finally”, literally, “Now the end”.  This suggests the thought of bringing the discussion to its conclusion or climax concerning the submission of the believer.   He has covered submission to the government, to masters by servants (business world) and in marriage.  Peter is giving an earnest request for right conduct suited to silence an unfriendly world. 

“all of you” now turns the attention from the duties of individual groups to the request that rests on all Christians.  This appeal is to Christian conduct that will silence the hostility of an unbelieving world.  

In verses 8 and 9 Peter pictures the combined conduct that is needed and then he supports his entreaty with a quotation from the Old Testament in verses 10-12.

In verse 8 we see Christian attitudes toward those who are friendly; imperatives for getting along with other Christians.  In verse 9 we see the Christian response toward those who are hostile; imperatives toward those who are unfriendly to us.  

Peter uses five adjectives which describe the desired behavior of true Christians. These adjectives show how we are to relate to each other.  They give an ideal portrait of the church.  The key to all of them is that they reflect the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


These behaviors are not natural to us of our own selves.  We do not have the strength in ourselves to do these things, but only as we walk “in Christ” being led by His Spirit.  

· “Be harmonious” – (homophron: hom-of'-rone)- like mindedness; to be minding the same thing.  


Division always comes when you have a lack of common purpose and direction.  
When members of a family or a body of believers get passionate about personal 
preferences, then you have division.   Fights come about because of situations 
when we seek our own agendas.  


How do we get harmony?  We have harmony when we are united in the same 
purpose.  It is something like all of us rowing in the same direction.  We are to be 
of the same mind; the mind of Christ. Believers need to keep their minds on the 
same purpose. 


This is more a request for unity of disposition than sameness of opinion.  

“All seek their own, not the things of Jesus Christ’s.”  Philippians 2:21.  This harmony is not about compromise and especially when it comes to doctrine.


We are not to compromise doctrine for harmony.  


For living harmoniously with other Christians we need to keep renewing our 
minds by being in the Word.  As we in humility abide in Christ and keep our mind 
on the ministry that Christ has given us we will have harmony.



Romans 15:5-6 (NASU)


Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of 
the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one 
accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 



If we disagree on something it is to be done in love and respect.  

· Be “sympathetic” – (sumpathes: soom-path-ace') –to feel compassion


The King James Version says, “having compassion one of another.”


It simply means to be affected with our feeling by something.  


Having compassion is to analyze the situation and then do 
something about it.  
Compassion leaves no room for selfishness and demonstrates the love of Christ.


Sympathetic means to be affected by someone’s sorrow.  The word is bigger than 
that; it means not only to be affected by their sorrow, but by their joy.  


It is entering into another’s sorrow or joy.  It is illustrated in Romans 12:15. Here 
we get the counsel that takes in this word. 


Romans 12:15 (NASU)


Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 


We need to uphold one another in prayer.  We should be quick to pray for others 
who are going through trials. 

· Be “brotherly” – (philadelphos: fil-ad'-el-fos) fondness for others who are “in Christ.” 


As Christians, we should care for one another allowing the love of Christ to flow 
through us. This produces a problem because not all brothers are lovable.  
However, we are to love as God loves us.  He loves us while we are unlovely, 
sinners, and enemies in our minds toward Him. The world has a dog eat dog 
attitude. The world is a grim place without the love of Christ.


There is to be a family feeling within the body of Christ. 


1 John 3:14 (NASU)


We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren.

· Be “kindhearted” – (eusplagchnos: yoo'-splangkh-nos) means to be tenderhearted. We are to be quick to forgive others.  Kindhearted - in personality.  Our hearts are 
to be kind and gentle.  


Ephesians 4:32 (NASU)


Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ 
also has forgiven you.


Illustration:  David and Mephibosheth.

· Be “humble in spirit – (tapeinophron: tap-i-no'-frohn) It means to be humble minded.  


Matthew 11:29 (NASU)


Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.  


We are to have an attitude of humility; putting the interest of others in front of 
ourselves.  Serving others requires humility.  The proud think that it’s all about  
them and their needs.  The humble considers the other person’s need. 


Colossians 3:12 (NASU)


So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

Are these things just theoretical to us or are they descriptive of us?  

At what extent, this week, did we participate in the joy or sorrow of another believer?  

At what point did we manifest an action of kindness in heart toward another believer?

Did we have a brotherly attitude toward another believer this week?

Have we actually put someone else’s interest before our own?

These are attitudes, not of the world, but of us believers, not to be brought about by Law or our own self-effort, but by the very life of our Lord Jesus Christ, through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  

In verse 9 Peter shows how to respond to the hostility of an unbelieving world.

We see here Christian responses to those hostile to us; to those who sin against us and misuse us.  How should we be in relationship to them? Something has been done to you and how do you respond?  By whose life do you respond?

· “Not returning evil for evil” - don’t give back injury for injury, worthless for worthless. This points to what was done to us...evil.  


Not returning evil for evil means that when we have been wronged we are not to 
return a wrong.  “Two wrongs do not make a right.”


What tells best who we really are - an action or a reaction/response?  


Actions can just be acting.  “Surely every man walks in a vain show.” Psalm 39:6.


Reactions are not planned.  They can show what we really are at heart.  


Responses can be planned by being in the word and by walking in the Spirit.  


“for” (anti:an-tee') – the Greek preposition of direct exchange.  It means you did 
this, I responded and exchanged this for this. 


The principle here is never react in kind.  Never return sin for sin.   


We need to learn to take wrongs.  Why?  That is the way Christ responds to us.  
When we have sinned against Him we find that He has responded in love.    


Isaiah 44:22 (NASU)


I have wiped out your transgressions like a thick cloud and your sins like a heavy 
mist.


David gives us a great example of this in that he did not kill King Saul when he 
had a chance.  He did not touch God’s anointed King, Saul. 
· “Not returning insult for insult”


Insult points to what was said. 


Never react in kind.  Never return the sin.  If someone tells a lie about you don’t 
tell a lie about them.  


1 Peter 2:23 (NASU)


And while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered 
no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously


Refuse verbal retaliation.  Commit it to the Lord. 


If you are in a protector roll - do your duty. Police officer- reaction ought to be 
there. We respond to crime by encouraging civil law. If someone is murdered the 
law concerning the situation must be carried out.  


Romans 13:4 (NASU)


For it (the government) is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is 
evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of 
God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil.


When there is civil injustice and it is correctible, use the means that is 
available. For example, Paul in Acts 22:25b said to the centurion, “Is it lawful for 
you to scourge a man who is a Roman and uncondemned?  Paul was released 
because he pled his legal right. In Acts 25:10-11 Paul pointed out his legal right 
to appeal to Caesar.


If it is not correctible, like in the case of Stephen in Acts 7, then one has to 
commit the situation to the Lord.  Stephen was being mistreated and he could do 
nothing about it so he 
committed it all to the Lord.

If you are personally slandered there is a positive and negative element to this.  Positively, we may respond by trying to correct the issue.  Example: In the book of 2 Corinthians Paul defended his authority as an apostle against the attacks of legalistic teachers who sought to disrupt his work.  

If the issue cannot be corrected through legal means, then we need to allow the Lord to take out the vengeance on the guilty person.  In other words, we are not to take out vengeance. The Lord may not take care of the issue in our timing but He will do justly concerning the situation.


Romans 12:19 (NASU) 


Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it 
is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 

· “But giving a blessing instead”  

Give a response that communicates a blessing. 

Christ prayed, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”

You cannot hate those you pray for.

Romans 12:14 (NASU)

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.

“For you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.” 
We Christians are called to inherit a blessing. This places us under the obligation to bless others.  We bless others, not in order to inherit a blessing but because it is God’s will and our responsibility.  This duty comes from the fact that God has made us inheritors of His blessing.  

In verses 10-12 Peter now confirms what he has just said from Old Testament Scripture: Psalm 34:12-16:

The one spoken to- “The one who desires life” 

This pictures an individual with the purpose of a quality of life lived to its fullness.  It is the type of life Christ described when He said, “I have come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

The recipe for learning “to love and see good days”
1. “Must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit.” The speech life is to be under control.  We should in no way partake in evil talk.

2. “Let him turn away from evil, and do good”.  The life of Christ in the believer has a positive direction toward doing good.  ‘Turn away’ in the Greek is (ekklino:         ek-klee'-no) – to lean out of the way from evil.

3.   “He must seek peace and pursue it.”  Peace is based on Christ’s work on the cross.  Christ made peace with God for us. Now that we are peace with God, we can be at peace with others. 

In verse 12 our main consideration is that the Lord is watching. He is omniscient. This is expressed by saying God has “eyes” and “ears” that see and hear all things.  

“But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  God knows those who do evil.  “The face of the Lord” speaks of God’s personal presence.  Those who do evil do not have God as their friend, but as their adversary.   

What the Lord desires is the most important thing.  We are to live in the light of His presence.  
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