1 Peter 4:12-14 (NASU)

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

“Beloved” (agapetos: ag-ap-ay-tos')- beloved.   This speaks of God’s divine love.    

True love has the capacity to empathize with those who suffer.  That is why Peter calls these Asia Minor Christians “beloved.”  True love finds its greatest expression in times of trial.  It is important to know that we are loved in times of trial whether it is God’s love or the love of fellow Christians.  (Richison)

“...do not be surprised...” 
The King James Version says, “...think it not strange...”   Another way of putting it is “stop thinking it alien to you...”   Expect trials.  Trials are going to come.  Suffering for your faith in Christ is to be expected, so do not be surprised.  

John 16:33 (NASU)

These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

Some have asked, “Why do bad things happen to good people?”   The Scripture says that “There is none that does good, no not one.”  Romans 3:12b  

So, we should be thankful when good things do happen, because no one deserves good things.   (We all deserve bad things.)

“...at the fiery ordeal among you...”  

The thing that they thought to be alien to them was the 

“fiery ordeal”  (purosis: poo'-ro-sis) – smelting;  it simply means exposure to fire.  It was used of a burning (as in testing of metals.)

Psalm 66:10 (NASU)

For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us as silver is refined. 

This fiery trial has a purpose.  We see here that the “fiery ordeal” or “trial” is already among them.  Considering the type of suffering Christians had in the first century, literally burning in fire may have been the lot of some of the Christians.  

It is important for us to know that not all difficulties are fiery trials.  

“...which comes upon you for your testing...”  
The word for “testing” (peirasmos:pi-ras-mos') means a putting to proof.  This implies that it is by adversity

“When God is the agent, testing is for the purpose of proving someone, never for the purpose of causing him to fall.  If it is the devil who tempts, then it is for the purpose of causing one to fall.”    Zodhiates

We need to have a Biblical perspective when these testing come.  God tests His people:  

James 1:3-4 “Knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”

Blacksmiths put gold or silver ore into a smelting pot to separate the dross from the gold, making the gold pure.  As the ore heats, the dross comes to the top leaving pure gold at the bottom. 

Our Lord takes us through the fire so that we might be matured through the process.

Testing produces endurance, and it also helps us to minister, with understanding, to those who are going through trials. 

“...as though some strange thing were happening to you...”

There are many who think that when suffering happens to them that God is against them or that they are being punished for something. We should never take the attitude that “I don’t know what I ever did to deserve this.”   The Scriptures make it clear that afflictions are a part of the Christian life.  

John 15:18-19 (NASU)

If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  19 "If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. 

Philippians 1:29-30 (NASU)

For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30 experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.

Psalm  34:19  (NASU)

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the Lord delivers him out of them all. 

We have the Apostle Paul’s testimony concerning suffering:

2 Timothy 3:10-12 (NASU)

Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, and  sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me! 12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

“...but to the degree that you share...” 

This word “degree” indicates that not all believers are called on to suffer as Christians to the same extent.  Some are called on to suffer more than others, but all share in the sufferings of Christ.

“...the sufferings of Christ...”  

sufferings (pathema: path'-ay-mah)- hardship or pain
We participate in the same types of sufferings that the Lord Jesus participated in during His earthly life. We need to distinguish here that Christ’s life sufferings were non-saving.  

His death sufferings. as our substitute, were propitiatory and satisfied the righteousness of God in paying for our sins.  He suffered alone.  It is in His death that He took away the sin of the world. Our sharing in the sufferings of Christ have to do with our having similar life sufferings.

Acts 9:1-6 (NASU)


Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"  5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He said, "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,  6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do." 

Colossians 1:24 (NASU)

 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions. 

“...keep on rejoicing...” Be constantly rejoicing in the midst of sufferings. 

Faith realizes that the basis for rejoicing is not in the sufferings themselves, but in the fellowship with Christ that the sufferings bring.  The rejoicing is rooted first in our association with Christ.  

Acts 5:41 (NASU)

So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. 

This rejoicing also relates to the Christian’s experience that this suffering is only a temporary thing.  In suffering it is very helpful to focus on the future. 

“...so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.”

Christ looked with expectancy to the future in His suffering. 

Hebrews 12:1-3 (NASU)

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

Christian rejoicing will be made complete at the return of Christ. 

Romans 8:18 (NASU)

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

The Lord Jesus used the illustration of a woman in childbirth.   (John 16:20-22) The baby that gave the woman pain also gave her joy.  The pain was changed into joy at the birth of the baby.  

“with exultation” adds to the rejoicing the idea of jubilation, skipping and bubbling over with shouts of delight. 

“If one does not really believe in the ultimate revelation of God’s glory in the coming again of Christ, there will be no joy in his religion, no direction in his life.” Kenyon

“...If you are reviled for the name of Christ you are blessed...” 

The “if” introduces a first class conditional sentence meaning the author assumes this to be so; it is real.  It could be translated “in view of the fact,” or “since.” These Christians, to whom Peter is writing, were being reproached for the name of Christ.  

“Reviled” or insulted reveals unjustified reproaches and insults being brought against the Christians.   The enemies of Christ have a hatred for His name and all He stands for.  

Luke 21:17 (NASU)

“...and you will be hated by all because of My name.” 

This prediction was fulfilled early in Church history:

Acts 5:40b -41 (NASU)

...and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them. 41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.”

“blessed” - (makarios: mak-ar'-ee-os) supremely blest; well off. This speaks of spiritual prosperity.  Peter uses this word “blessed” one other time in this book (3:14) to describe the believer.  Here is a principle, though spoken to the Jews, that applies to Church saints as well: 

Matthew 5:11 (NASU)

Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 

James 5:11 (NASU)

We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful. 

 “...because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you...” 

John 1:14-15 (NASU)

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

Isaiah  11:1-2 (NASU) speaks of Jesse’s Offspring, the Lord Jesus Christ:

Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse,

And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him,

The spirit of wisdom and understanding,

The spirit of counsel and strength,

The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

“rests” – (anapano: an-ap-ow'-o) to repose;  remain; by implication, to refresh.

The word is a term from agriculture for planting a light crop on a section of ground to give the ground rest.  It is used in Matthew 11:28, “you will find rest for your souls”.  The Spirit ‘resting on us’ means to have the Spirit working in us in order to exhibit aspects of God’s character and that we can ever draw upon God’s resources supplied by His Spirit for the needs at hand, to do the works that He has prepared beforehand (Ephesians 2:10).

The example of Stephen who had the Spirit of Glory and of God on him: 

Acts 6:8-15 (NASU)

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with Stephen. 10 But they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly induced men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God." 12 And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and they came up to him and dragged him away and brought him before the Council. 13 They put forward false witnesses who said, "This man incessantly speaks against this holy place and the Law; 14 for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs which Moses handed down to us." 15 And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the Council saw his face like the face of an angel.
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