1 Peter 4:15-19 (NASU)

Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and the sinner?

19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.  

Peter list four sins that Christians are capable of committing in the midst of their suffering.  The first three sins deal with violation of laws of the land.  The last sin can be found in people relationships.  

“Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer...” (phoneus: fon-yooce') -a murderer

Murder cannot be justified even though someone may have killed one of our own family members.  The sixth commandment says that “Thou shall not kill.”  Cruel treatment is no reason for being cruel in return.  We are not to play God with someone else’s life.  The potential of committing any cruel crime lies hidden in any Christian. 

Jeremiah 17:9 (NASU) 

"The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it? 

1 John 3:15a (NASU)

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer...” 

Galatians 5:15 (NASU)

But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 

Murder is one of the worst sins that we can imagine.  Peter saw the possibility that some Christians might go this far.

“...or thief...”  (kleptes: klep'-tace) - stealer 

Any Christian is capable of becoming a thief.  If a person thinks that they are beyond the reach of this sin they need to read 1 Corinthians 10:12.  “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”  

The potential for stealing lies within each of us.  We will be tested on this by little things.  Let’s say a grocery clerk gives you too much money in return.  You justify it to yourself by saying, “Well, it is their mistake.  They should be more competent.”  Let’s say the situation was turned around and you are the one that made the mistake in giving out too much change, would you want them to return the money?   
We need to respect the property of others. Some folks may rationalize that since a person stole some of their possessions, they can steal some of the other person’s things.  

Ephesians 4:28 (NASU)

He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need. 

“...or evildoer...” (kakopoios: kak-op-oy-os') -  a bad doer
An evildoer is a person who engages in doing what is bad.  

1 Peter 2:12 (NASU)

 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

If we are going to love the Lord then we need to hate evil doings.  

Psalm 97:10 (NASU)

Hate evil, you who love the Lord, Who preserves the souls of His godly ones;

He delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

Proverb 8:13 (NASU)

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way

And the perverted mouth, I hate.

An evildoer casts aside the rights of other people.  

“...or a troublesome meddler...”  

(allotriepiskopos: al-lot-ree-ep-is'-kop-os) -overseeing others' affairs

The King James Version says, “busybody in other men’s matters.”

We can only guess as what kind of meddling Peter has in mind. 

Some folks love to meddle in other people’s affairs.  

2 Thessalonians 3:11 (NASU)

For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.

1 Timothy 5:13 (NASU)

At the same time they also learn to be idle, as they go around from house to house; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about things not proper to mention.  

With too much idle time, one has the opportunity to become a busybody. 

If a busybody finds no one to listen to them, they will be forced to stop causing problems.  

Some things are best left unsaid even though it may be true and accurate.  We may feel that we are just reporting facts, but what good does telling this thing do?  Often it would not serve any purpose to pass along some facts.  Like money burning a hole in the pocket, some things are hard to keep to ourselves.  Sometimes these busybody activities come in the form of ‘spiritual gossip’ (prayer request).   Some things are best prayed about privately and should not to be shared.

Proverb 10:12 (NASU)

Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all transgressions. 

 “...but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed but is to glorify God in this name.”

“The word for Christian is Christianos.  We must remember that the cult of Caesar was the state religion of the Roman Empire.  People obeyed the law not only as a civil duty but as a religious duty as well.  This, of course, preserved unity in a wide spread empire.  Those under the Roman system were Kaisarianos.  Those of the opposite who served Christ were Christianos.  Rome considered Christians as challenging and defiant of its leadership and authority.  Their answer was ten bloody persecutions.  Christianos, in many cases, meant death.”    Chester McCalley  [bold italics added]

“For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God...”

Discipline and testing are a part of the Christian life.  

Philippians 1:29 (NASU)

For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake.

We are quick to hear about God’s love and mercy but we tend to not want to hear about God’s judgment and justice.  The word of God is full of warnings about the results of disobedience.  Therefore we need to be considerate of the importance of these warnings.  

1 Corinthians 11:31-32 (NASU)

But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world. 

“...and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?”

Peter compares our suffering as believers with the suffering that unbelievers will experience.  The Christian’s suffering is now, but judgment from God while we are here on earth is for correction and discipline of those in His family (1 Corinthians 11:27-32; Hebrews 12:4-11).  The unbeliever will experience their suffering when they stand before God in judgment.  Any judgment that we get now is lighter and limited in time, compared to what the unbeliever’s judgment by God will be later and unlimited in time. 

Judgment on believers now is not an accident, but an assurance of God’s sovereign control.

Concerning the gospel of God W.R. Newell wrote, “It is God who loved the world; it was God who sent His son.  Note our Lord’s continual insistence on this in the gospel of John (19 times!).  Christ said constantly ‘I am not come of Myself, but My Father sent Me.’ It is absolutely necessary that we keep fast in mind, as we read in Romans the awful facts about ourselves, that it is God who is leading us up to His own good news for bad sinners!”  

“And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved what will become of the godless man and the sinner?”

God has seen fit to allow testing and discipline to be a part of the believer’s life.

This being so, what is the end of the unbelievers?  

Constable in his commentary says, “In this verse Peter contrasted the intensity of the two experiences of suffering, by disciples now and by unbelievers in the future.  It is with difficulty that righteous people pass through this phase of our existence into the next phase because this phase involves suffering for us.  ‘Saved” here means delivered in the sense of being delivered from this life into the next.  Yet it will be even more difficult for godless people to pass from this phase of their lives to the next, because they will have to undergo God’s judgment.  Their future sufferings will be more intense than our present sufferings.”      

“Therefore” brings together these thoughts to a conclusion and introduces a command in view of them.

“...those also who suffer according to the will of God...”

Josh Billings once wrote, “Life is a grindstone, and whether it grinds a man down or polishes him up depends on the stuff he’s made of.” 

Concerning the above statement Dwight Edwards said, “I think this accurately portrays the path of each man or woman’s life.  As the grinding edge of undeserved suffering makes close contact with our lives, our response will cause us to become either a more polished vessel (i.e., Christlike), or else it will mar us with a deeper root of bitterness.  In short we will either become holy or bitter, depending on our response to undeserved suffering.”  

“...shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.”

“entrust”  (paratithemi: par-at-ith'-ay-mee)- is a banking term and it means “to place on deposit”.  This is true security.  Where could a deposit be more secure than with the Lord God?  
Psalm 62:5-6 (NASU)

My soul, wait in silence for God only, for my hope is from Him. 

He only is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold; I shall not be shaken. 

The words “entrust” and “faithful” bring out that we are dealing with things that are a matter of faith.  Suffering righteously calls for faith.  

Hebrews 11:6 (NASU)

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

The Lord Jesus entrusted His spirit to the Father:

1 Peter 2:23 (NASU)

And while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

Luke 23:46 (NASU)

And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit.” Having said this, He breathed His last.

The Apostle Paul entrusted himself to the Lord:

2 Timothy 1:12 (NASU)

For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day. 

Peter described God as the ‘faithful Creator.’ This is an unusual designation because this is the only place in the New Testament where God is called Creator (ktistes: ktis-tace'). The combination of ‘faithful’ and ‘Creator’ reminds us, when are going through trials, that God is faithful and in control.  Peter wants us to know that God meets the needs of His people.

Philippians 4:15-20 (NASU)

You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; 16 for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs. 17 Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account. 18 But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

In Acts chapter 4 Peter and John were commanded by the chief priest and elders not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  When they were released they went back to their companions and told them what was said to them by the chief priest and elders.

Then they prayed and notice how they address God as Creator:

Acts 4:24 (NASU)

And when they heard this, they lifted their voices to God with one accord and said, "O Lord, it is You who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them...”

1 Thessalonians 5:24 (NASU)

Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.
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