Introduction to 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus
We will be exploring three books that are called ‘the pastoral epistles’, yet neither Timothy nor Titus were actually pastors.  They were each on assignment by Paul, delegated to carry out a specific ministry until the assignment was complete.  We could call them apostolic delegates.

It turns out that much more has been revealed about Timothy than about Titus, and we can easily summarize the reasons for this:

· Timothy’s beginnings and association with the apostle Paul start in Acts 16, and continues in each chapter through Acts 20.  Titus is not mentioned in Acts.

· Timothy is mentioned 19 times in Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, Philemon and Hebrews – sometimes as a co-author with Paul.  Titus, on the other hand, is mentioned only in 2 Corinthians, Galatians, 2 Timothy and Titus, a total of 13 times (mostly in 2 Corinthians).  

· Timothy has two letters addressed to him in the New Testament, totaling ten chapters, but Titus has but one letter addressed to him, and that is only three chapters long.
We know more about Timothy than we do about some of the apostles!.  Because we have so much material on the life and development of Timothy, we will explore what is revealed about Timothy’s spiritual growth for all of next Sunday’s elective.
What we know about Timothy – the short version
The first time we see Timothy in Scripture, he is selected by Paul from among the believers in the cities of Galatia, where Paul had been on his first missionary journey,                but was just beginning his second missionary journey.  Paul circumcised Timothy, whose mother (Eunice; 2 Timothy 1:5) was Jewish, but whose father was Greek (Acts 16:1-3).  

Timothy accompanied Paul and/or assisted him through the rest of his second missionary journey, and through all but the last part of his third missionary journey.  At some points Paul would leave Timothy behind to continue ministry as Paul proceeded onto the next place of ministry.  The two letters to Timothy and his brief mention in Philemon (1:1) and Hebrews (13:23; Timothy is said to have been released from prison) are the last we know of Timothy from Scripture.                       
What we know about Titus – the even shorter version

Most of what is known of Titus is from the three letters in which he is mentioned (2 Corinthians, Galatians, 2 Timothy) and in the letter written to him.  Paul seems to have placed Titus alone into the most difficult of circumstances and challenging of ministries.  
And one curious point is that while Paul circumcised Timothy before taking him to the next stop in his journey (Acts 16:1-3), he did not circumcise Titus (Galatians 2:1-3).  Why do you think Paul treated each one differently?    
OK, when were these books written?
1 Timothy and Titus were both probably written by Paul about 63-66 AD.  Timothy was being sent to Ephesus to deal with the false teachers, and Titus to Crete to appoint elders.  

2 Timothy, the last book that we have by Paul, was written about 67 AD – shortly before Paul’s death.  

What these books have in common

Each aside from written by Paul, calls Timothy or Titus an endearing name, which also shows his place as a spiritual father to each of them:

1 Timothy 1:2

To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Timothy 1:18

This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight…

2 Timothy 1:2

To Timothy, my beloved son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Timothy 2:1

You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

Titus 1:4

To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

In addition these endearing names, Paul also writes to each of them about the qualifications of elders (1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9).  And as he writes to these men, he uses an expression with each of them, at least once in each letter, that he uses with no others:

1 Timothy 1:15

It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. 

1 Timothy 3:1

It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do. 

1 Timothy 4:9

It is a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance. 

2 Timothy 2:11

It is a trustworthy statement: 

For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 

Titus 3:8

This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.  
These bolded words literally mean, ‘faithful the word’ or ‘faithful the saying’.  Can you think of a reason that Paul would use this expression with these two men, but no others?  

Paul also repeatedly used a word with them that is translated ‘sound’, from a Greek word from which we derive our English word hygiene.  The original word implies ‘healthy’.

1 Timothy 1:10

…and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, 

1 Timothy 4:6

In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following. 

1 Timothy 6:3

If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 

2 Timothy 1:13

Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 

2 Timothy 4:3

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 

Titus 1:9

holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict. 

Titus 1:13

This testimony is true. For this reason reprove them severely so that they may be sound in the faith, 

Titus 2:1

But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine. 

Titus 2:2

Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance. 

Titus 2:8

…sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us. 

What do you notice about how Paul uses the word ‘sound’ with these two men?  Why would Paul emphasize it so much?
I charge you

But unlike when Paul writes to Titus, when he writes to Timothy, he charges Timothy in each letter to him:

1 Timothy 5:21

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality. 

1 Timothy 6:13

I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate…

2 Timothy 4:1

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 

Why would Paul be so emphatic with Timothy, such as to ‘charge him’, but not do the same thing with Titus?  And why would Paul charge Timothy in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus – each time?       
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