1 Timothy 1:1-11
As we begin our study of the text of 1 Timothy, Paul begins his letter to Timothy in a way that is partly typical, and also atypical.   

1 Timothy 1:1

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope, 

2 Corinthians 1:1

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,

Galatians 1:1

Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead), 

Ephesians 1:1

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

Colossians 1:1

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

2 Timothy 1:1

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life in Christ Jesus, 

So why does Paul uniquely refer to ‘the commandment of God our Savior’ as he writes to Timothy?  The introduction to the letter to Titus might help us understand.

Titus 1:1-3

Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, 2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, 3 but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior,
Paul continues writing to Timothy in verse 2:
2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
· Aside from a nice greeting, why does Paul wish Timothy grace, mercy and peace?  When Paul writes a greeting in his letters, he typically mentions God (sometimes              ‘the Father’), and Jesus Christ.  Why not the Holy Spirit?  

And then in 1 Timothy 1:3, 4 Paul tells Timothy:

3 As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange [of another kind] doctrines, 4 nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration [oikonomia: household management, a stewardship]  of God which is by faith.
· Are the instructions to Timothy all negative?  If not all, where is the positive turn?  Should we make any speculations about anything in the Bible or anything that is not directly addressed in the Bible?  
· Does this mean that Christians avoid studying about the Greek myths or studying their family’s genealogies?  

· Why might Paul have sent Timothy to deal with these false teachers, even though he had spent three years in Ephesus teaching, and there were elders in place (Acts 20)?

· What does it mean to ‘further the administration of God which is by faith’?                
I Timothy 1:5-7 contains these words from Paul to Timothy: 

5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion [speech that doesn’t go anywhere, rather than instruction that has a goal], 7 wanting to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either what they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions.

· Is the goal of Paul’s and Timothy’s instruction a pure heart, a good conscience and a sincere faith?
· Do these things come about by understanding and keeping the Law?

· Does it matter whether one is truly an expert teacher at the Law?  

· Should we aim for that at Holly Hills Bible Church - is that better than not understanding?

And finally in 1 Timothy 1:8-11.

8 But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9 realizing the fact that law  is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers 10 and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, 11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted. 
· Should we speak badly about the Law of Moses?

· Read Exodus 20:1-17.  How does that compare to this passage?  
· Can the Law be used unlawfully?  What does that look like?
· Is 1 Timothy 1:8-11 about believers or unbelievers?

· So how does the Law help with these sins – or does it?
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