1 Timothy 4:1-5: Doctrines of Demons

1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, 3 men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude;5 for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer. - NASB
Prophecy

Why would the Holy Spirit warn of the certainty of false teaching?

How soon after Paul wrote this would it begin to be fulfilled?

What does it mean to fall away from the faith?

What is “The Faith”?

Is anyone losing their salvation in this passage?
Doctrines of Demons

Who are the agents/parties in this falling away?

What does it mean to “pay attention” to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons?

Where do deceitful spirits have influence?
What are the doctrines of demons?

What passages in scripture do believer(s) have to make these spirits and doctrines non-threatening?
Liars

The hypocrisy of liars is a rather weighted statement – why does Paul use such strong language?

What does the character described lead us to understand about the teachers as well as their message?

What does the searing of their conscience imply about their moral character?

How does this searing tie in, if at all, with Romans 1:18?
Abstinence

Why do people not only tolerate legalism, but promote it?

Why forbid marriage?

What heavenly institution does marriage represent in the scriptures?

Why would that be an adequate representation of heavenly things but off limits on the earth for believers?

Are there biblical reasons not to get married?
Food
Parallel passage: Colossians 2:16-17

What would a Jewish person avoid in the culinary world?

Are there legitimate reasons to avoid foods?

What about dieting?

Is everything God created good?  What is Paul referring to?

Should a believer eat anything in God’s creation because of this passage?

Sanctification
How does prayer sanctify food?

What is the use of sanctified food?

Parallel Passage: Romans 14:1-3

What does this say about food’s sanctification?
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