1 Timothy 5:1-16

1 Timothy 5:1-2

Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to him as a father, to the younger men as brothers, 2 the older women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in all purity. 

Notice the similarities and differences between 1 Timothy 5:1-2 Titus 2:2-8.

Titus 2:2-6
Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance. 3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, 4 so that they may encourage the young women to love [phileō: an affectionate attachment] their husbands, to love [phileō: an affectionate attachment] their children, 5 to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word of God will not be dishonored. 6 Likewise urge the young men to be sensible; 

· What do you notice that is similar between Paul’s instructions to Timothy and what he writes to Titus?

· What do you notice that is different between Paul’s instructions to Timothy and what he writes to Titus?

· Why didn’t Paul just write the same thing to both of his apostolic delegates (Timothy and Titus)?  

· Does the difference in what he wrote to these men have to do with those men, or with their audiences, or both – or did it have to do with their different assignments?

1 Timothy 5:3-8

Honor widows who are widows indeed; 4 but if any widow has children or grandchildren, they must first learn to practice piety in regard to their own family and to make some return to their parents; for this is acceptable in the sight of God. 5 Now she who is a widow indeed and who has been left alone, has fixed her hope on God and continues in entreaties and prayers night and day. 6 But she who gives herself to wanton pleasure is dead even while she lives. 7 Prescribe these things as well, so that they may be above reproach. 8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 

· Take a look at the Biblical Guidance on Life Stages on page 3.

· What does Paul mean by the word ‘honor’?  How do we know?

· Why isn’t Paul eager to have the church ‘honor’ all of these widows?  Why is he hesitating?

· What principle (as a fundamental truth) is Paul trying to get across?

· Is Paul saying that if a believer doesn’t provide for his own that that person is no longer saved, or never was saved?  What is Paul’s point?
· What is a ‘widow indeed (see also verse 16)?
· Dead while she lives – even if she’s a believer – what’s that about? 

1 Timothy 5:9-10

A widow is to be put on the list only if she is not less than sixty years old, having been  the wife of one man [this is same for as ‘husband of one wife’ in 1 Timothy 3:2,12; Titus 1:6: ‘one man  kind of woman’], 10 having a reputation [compare 1 Timothy 3:7] for good works; and if she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers [compare 1 Timothy 3:2: hospitable] , if she has washed the saints' feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work.
· Why is Paul so picky about which widows get put on the list for support by the church?  First he doesn’t want them to have church support if they have family to support them, then, he’s got all these character, personal history and service criteria.  Why?

· It almost seems like the widow worthy of church support not only must not have family available to support them, but must also meet the qualifications and past history (apparently) of both and elder and a deacon?

1 Timothy 5:11-16

But refuse to put younger widows on the list, for when they feel sensual desires in disregard of Christ, they want to get married, 12 thus incurring condemnation, because they have set aside their previous pledge. 13 At the same time they also learn to be idle, as they go around from house to house; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about things not proper to mention.  14 Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach; 15 for some have already turned aside to follow Satan. 16 If any woman who is a believer has dependent widows, she must assist them and the church must not be burdened, so that it may assist those who are widows indeed.

· Does Paul have it out for younger widows, or what is his point here?  Why doesn’t he just say that younger widows are not eligible and move on?  Why explain what the hazards and problems of supporting younger widows involves and might result in?

· Sensual desires, disregard of Christ, incurring condemnation, set aside a previous pledge?  You’re kidding - really!  What’s wrong with wanting to get married, anyway?
· What’s with all this getting married, having and bringing up children, keeping house, etc.?  Isn’t that rather oppressive?  Why throw that in to the mix of requirements for church support?  For heavens’ sake!

· If the church supports these younger widows is there a hazard for the younger widows?  What is it?

· If the church supports younger widows, is there a hazard for the church?  What is it?

· What does the last half of verse 16 tell us that ought to be recognized as guiding principles (fundamental truths about the way things ought to work)?

· Is putting a widow on the list more of an elder (shepherd, overseer) matter or that of a deacon?

· In all this is there any room for the church supporting someone who meets all of the other qualifications in every respect, but has been single life-long?  Isn’t that lady not likely to have direct descendents to help out when she gets older, and therefore be in great need of church support?
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See passages under the column ‘Children marry / Leave home’ above.

Priority of Responsibility:

1) Own household (1 Timothy 5:8)

2) Parents, children (direct lineage: 1 Timothy 5:4)

3) Grandchildren (next in lineage: 1 Timothy 5:4)

4) Uncles, aunts, cousins, etc. (Acts 15:39; 23:12-22; Colossians 4:10)

5) Church (Galatians 6:10)
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