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1 Timothy 1:12-20

1 Timothy 1:12:-14 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.

Cross References: 

Paul’s salvation - Acts 9:1-8

Paul’s delay in apostolic ministry - Galatians 2:1

Paul’s pedigree - Philippians 3:4-7

Questions for Discussion:
· How long was Paul serving in the church before the Lord called him into service with a greater capacity?
· What is mercy?
· Is mercy merited?
· How does God decide who gets mercy [see: Romans 11:32]?
· Is grace merited?
· How much grace does God give to the believer?
· How does grace feed into faith and love?
· What is the significance of grace, faith and love being in Christ Jesus?
1 Timothy 1:15-16

It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.

Cross References:
The purpose of Christ’s first coming - John 1:29, Romans 5:6

Paul’s being a chief of sinners - Ephesians 3:8

Paul being an example - 1 Corinthians 11:1

a testimony of belief unto eternal life - 1 John 5:11

Questions for Discussion:
· Christ came into the world to save sinners -  who does this exclude? Should we let the lost ‘get off easy’ if they think they’re too good or too bad for mercy & grace?
· What did Paul do that gave him the confidence to call himself a “chief of sinners?”
· Where do wicked men like Hitler or Stalin fall into the grand scheme of things when Paul calls himself a chief of sinners?
· Why is Paul an example for those who are lost?
· Why is Paul an example for those who are believers?
1 Timothy 1:17

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Cross References: 
God’s eternality - Genesis 1:1, Ephesians 2:7

Immortal/incorruptable: Romans 1:23

God’s invisibility - Colossians 1:15

Parallel prayer: Jude 1:25

Questions for Discussion:
· Who is the King?
· What is the significance of eternal, immortal, invisible and only in this praiseful stanza?
· What is the difference between honor and glory?
· Why this prayer here in the letter?
1 Timothy 1:18-20

This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight, keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.

Cross References:
Prophecies for Timothy - 1 Timothy 4:14

Fighting the good fight - 2 Timothy 2:3-5, 2 Timothy 4:7

Keeping the faith - Titus 1:9

Shipwrecking - Galatians 1:6-8, 5:4

Hymenaeus - 2 Timothy 2:15-17

Alexander - 2 Timothy 4:14-15 

Questions for Discussion:

· What things were prophesied over Timothy?
· What were the purposes of the prophecies?
· What value is a clear conscience if we’re covered in grace?
· What things cause the shipwrecks in the life of the believer?
· Should we hand people over to Satan as believers?
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