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1 Timothy Chapter 2: God’s Order

Biblical Subordination
What does Biblical Subordination mean?  “The Scriptures clearly affirm both ontological and spiritual equality and functional subordination. This functional subordination is only in the context of the husband/wife relationship and the church leadership/pastoral roles.” 
   To put this into lay terms: the man and woman, while having physiological differences, are not viewed before God positionally as unequal, but conditionally in the context of the husband and wife and in the order of the church, there is an order.  The order is referenced cosmologically (in the Genesis account) and is not intended for abuse in the marriage relationship or within church leadership.  Gender issues that are part of modern cultural contexts were real and relevant in the time of Paul’s writing to Timothy, which is specifically why Paul was writing this in his letter to Timothy.

1 Timothy 2:1-7: Appropriate Behavior for Believers

First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time. For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.

· Why pray for all mankind?  Why not just pray for believers so that they’d be better off?

· What is the significance of Paul suggesting we bring wants, needs and thanksgiving before the Lord for all men?

· What value is it for a believer to be praying for the leadership of their country?

· Why would Paul write that we would hopefully have dignity on top of godliness?

· What theological constructs may lead believers to not pray for the salvation of all men?

· One mediator is a critical part of the gospel, why?

· What is the hypostatic union?

· What is Christ the testimony of?

· What made the timing of Christ’s ministry and crucifixion and resurrection not only proper, but also unstoppable?

· Why did the gentiles need to be taught about faith?

· Why did the gentiles need to be taught about truth?

· Paul uses the Greek word ‘andras’ to specify men, why?

· Why does Paul mention holy hands being lifted?

· Why does he forbid an attitude of wrath or dissention in praying?

· What cultural norms tend to lead us to have attitudes of wrath and dissention when it comes to praying?

· What is the impact on the church that Timothy is trying to establish if the men ignore this direction from Paul [through Timothy]? How will their disobedience impact the women and children in the church?

1 Timothy 2:8-15: Biblical Subordination

Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, but rather by means of good works, as is proper for women making a claim to godliness. A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. But women will be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.

· Why is propriety and modesty important for the edification of the body through women? What are the consequences of disobedience to this within the body?

· Are verses 9 and 10 primarily about the outward trappings or the fellowship with the Lord and respect of the women to their husbands?

· Is the “instruction” within the context of the service at church inside the realm of grace or legalism?

· Is submissiveness the same as mindlessness and without discussion?

· Is the “male as leader of the body” doctrine from Paul cultural?

· Why does Paul refer back specifically to the Genesis 3 account?

· Does Paul’s literal interpretation of  Genesis 3 tell us that he viewed the account in Genesis 1-3 as a fictional story that was not a real account of the beginning of the world?

· Why did God give Eve the punishment of difficult child birthing? What was the impact on Eve?  What was the impact on womanhood as a whole?

· How is it possible that Paul would link this to being preserved or saved?

· Why would there be any concern over an abandonment of core virtues such as faith, love, sanctity, and self-restraint (or discression)?

· How do these verses tie into chapter 3?
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