2 Timothy 1:1-7
Historical Background: The probable order of significant events is this
: 

(1) Paul was released from his house arrest in Rome (where we find him at the end of Acts), probably because his accusers did not choose to press their charges against him before Caesar (Acts 24:1; 28-30). Their case, therefore, was lost by default, and Paul               was freed. 

(2) Paul visited Ephesus, left Timothy there to supervise the churches, and went on to Macedonia (northern Greece). 

(3) From there he wrote 1 Timothy (1 Timothy 1:3). 

(4) He visited Crete, left Titus there to supervise those churches and went to Nicopolis and Achaia (southern Greece, Titus 3:12). 

(5) Either from Macedonia or Nicopolis, he wrote this letter to encourage Titus. 

(6) He visited Troas (2 Timothy 4:13), where he was suddenly arrested, taken to Rome, imprisoned, and finally beheaded. 

(7) From Rome, during this second imprisonment, he wrote 2 Timothy.

2 Timothy 1:1

Paul, an apostle [specially commissioned messenger] of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to [consistent with] the promise of life in Christ Jesus, 

Paul is writing his last letter that we have possession of, and possibly his last letter of all.
· Is being an apostle and adding, ‘by the will of God’ redundant, or is there an essential message that is conveyed by making both statements?

· If something is the will of God, does that mean that you will do it, absolutely, and that a person cannot choose contrary to God’s will? 

· How significant is the promise of life in Christ Jesus – is Christ just a hopeful source life, or is Christ just one of the better options out there?

2 Timothy 1:2

To Timothy, my beloved [root: agape] son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
· If Timothy is Paul’s beloved son, is Timothy beloved by God, by Paul or both?

· Grace was the typical Greek greeting, and peace was the typical Jewish greeting.  Why is mercy added?  Is mercy just the same as grace?  Do these words mean more in the Christian context than they would in just the Greek or Jewish cultural context?

2 Timothy 1:3,4 
I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day, 4 longing to see you, even as                    I recall your tears, so that I may be filled with joy. 

It was considered wishing a curse on someone to thank a person directly, so thanking God (or in the pagan culture, a god or gods) was the accepted way to write and speak.

· Paul seems to be ‘in sync’ with his Jewish forefathers here (see also Acts 23:6), but in other contexts he considers his background in Judaism as a write-off (Philippians 3:1-11).  Is there any resolution between these two apparently conflicting viewpoints?

· Is Paul going overboard to pray for Timothy night and day?

· Verse 4 seems so filled with emotion.  Shouldn’t Paul be a bit more objective?
2 Timothy 1:5 
For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well. 

Look at the credit that Paul gives to Timothy’s grandmother and mother:

2 Timothy 3:14, 15

You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

· Why isn’t Timothy’s father or grandfather given credit in 2 Timothy 1:5?

· Which are the sacred writings that Paul refers to in 2 Timothy 3:15? 

· Why does Paul point to faith in both of these passages?

2 Timothy 1:6, 7 
For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity [cowardice], but of power and love and discipline.

· Why does Paul give these reminders?  Why not just go with the flow?

· Why are power and love and discipline so important – especially with Timothy?

· Are there other passages that address power and love and discipline that can provide us with more insight? 

� From the Introduction to Titus, Ryrie Study Bible.
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