2 Timothy 3:1-9
This passage is full of warnings to Timothy.  Are warnings a good thing, and if so, why are they a good thing, or is Paul getting too uptight and over-concerned and encouraging Timothy to do the same? 
2 Timothy 3:1

But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 

In New Testament era Jewish expression, there was the present evil age, and the age to come, which was the age of the reign of the Messiah in the kingdom.  From the time that the New Testament was being written, the rest of this present evil age up to the time right before the Messiah comes to reign is called the last days or the latter times.  

· Why does Paul tell Timothy to first, “realize this…”?

· What good does it do to tell Timothy that over a broad period of time, from his writing onward for some time to come, ‘difficult times will come”?

· Did Paul have in mind some specific difficulties or was he being intentionally very general? 

2 Timothy 3:2-5

For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; avoid such men as these. 

· What is this list about – or rather who is this list talking about?
· Why all of the long list of items?  Do the specific items on the list matter, or is Paul just giving a list of things that ‘men behaving badly’ will do?

· Why would such people even bother to hold to a form of godliness?  What does that mean, anyway?

· What does ‘denying its power mean’?  What is the consequence?

· Paul tells Timothy to avoid such men as these.  What can he mean by that?  Is Paul advocating becoming a recluse – a hermit – or does he have something else in mind?

· What is the value in avoiding such men as these?  Are the ones to be avoided saved or are they not saved?       

2 Timothy 3:6-7

For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

· Who would want to enter into households and captivate weak women?

· Is Paul being chauvinistic in verses 6 and 7, is he saying that women are weak?
· What’s the real problem here?

· What is the problem or what are the problems with the women Paul is writing about?
· Is the problem with the enterers and captivators or with the weak women?  

2 Timothy 3:8-9

Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of depraved mind, rejected in regard to the faith. 9 But they will not make further progress; for their folly will be obvious to all, just as Jannes's and Jambres's folly was also.

If you search for Jannes and Jambres in the Old Testament you will not find those names anywhere.  Their names had been preserved in other Jewish writings and oral traditions as the magicians of Pharaoh who would imitate God’s miracles through Moses and Aaron, if they could.  But whether they could or not, they were instrumental in influencing Pharaoh to resist the demands of Moses and Aaron and to stand against God, and to deny God’s power and sovereignty.

· How does the folly of men like Jannes and Jambres become obvious to all?

· Why do these two from ancient times have anything to do with warning Timothy about times to come – these ‘last days’?

· Based on this passage, has Paul warned Timothy about all of the possible troubles that Timothy could ever encounter?

· What kinds of difficulties are possible that Paul has not addressed in this passage?

· Has Paul covered those before or will he address them in the rest of the letter?

· How is what Paul has written different from cynicism and skepticism – or is it?
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