2 Timothy 3:10-17
This passage shifts from Paul’s example to Timothy in life and suffering, and the Lord’s faithfulness, the character of evil men, and the values and purposes of God’s word in providing adequacy and equipping for good and godly work.

2 Timothy 3:10-11

Now you followed my teaching [same word as in 3:16], conduct, purpose, faith, patience [with people], love [agape], perseverance [patience with circumstances], 11 persecutions [deliberate difficulties by the intent of other people], and sufferings [the consequences of persecution and difficult circumstances in Paul’s life], such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra [in Galatia, where Timothy was from]; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me! 

Each of the words in this list in verses 10 and 11 have a definite article, so Paul’s meaning comes across as: “the teaching, the conduct, the purpose…”. 

· How is what Paul is referring to in verse 10 different from following a man, as he refers to in 1 Corinthians chapter 1, “…I am of Paul…”?

· Why does Paul list “…teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance…” in verse 10 – why not just say “my life”?

· Why did Paul point out the persecutions and sufferings in the very area where Timothy had lived, since Timothy was well aware of Paul having been persecuted and having suffered in a great many other places?

· When Paul wrote, “…out of them all the Lord rescued me,” did that mean that Paul escaped any actual trials and difficulties and pains – the Lord kept Paul away from any real suffering?

2 Timothy 3:12

Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

· Does this verse say that if we are not being persecuted that we are not desiring to live godly in Christ Jesus?

· Why did Paul write, “…in Christ Jesus…”?  What does that mean?

· What might be the range of persecution experienced by the believer who desires to live godly in Christ Jesus?

2 Timothy 3:13

But evil [in influence] men [anthropos: people, not just male men] and impostors [literally, a wailing wizard, casting spells] will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

· What is the difference between ‘evil men’ and ‘imposters’, or is there any, or is there a reason for using both terms in Paul’s warning?

· What is the purpose for saying that such people will proceed from bad to worse?

· Why did Paul say that such people are both deceiving and being deceived?

2 Timothy 3:14-15

You, however, continue in the things you have [actively] learned [already, as a disciple] and become convinced of [brought to a point of confident belief], knowing [perfect tense: a completed past action with ongoing results into the present and the future] from whom you have [actively] learned them [already, as a disciple], 15 and that from childhood [actually, infancy] you have known the sacred writings [the Old Testament] which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
· Is Paul reminding Timothy or giving him something new and fresh in these verses?  Why would Timothy need to be reminded?  Do we ever need to be reminded?

· Has Timothy been given the understanding that he needs to carry out the ministry to which he’s been assigned?  How and from whom did he get that?  

· Is Timothy’s discipleship by Paul exactly the same as Christ’s discipleship of the original apostles?

· When it came to being discipled by Paul, did Timothy have a head start?  What was that head start, in Timothy’s case?

· Did Timothy have a wisdom that leads to initial salvation through faith in Christ so that he was going to heaven instead of hell?  Or is Paul referring to a wisdom after initial salvation through faith which is in Christ which refers more to being saved in our daily condition, already having our eternal position?

· Does verse 15 tell us anything about what is wise in raising children?

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is inspired [literally, God-breathed] by God and profitable [advantageous – of spiritual advantage] for teaching [same word as verses 10 and 16 above], for reproof [refuting error], for correction [placing on the right path of life and understanding], for [child] training in righteousness; 17 so that the man [anthropos, so not just the males] of God may be adequate [2 Corinthians 3:5], equipped [so as to have the capacity] for every good work [2 Timothy 2:21].
· What is the practical consequence of setting these two verses aside, either by ignorance or by negligence?  In our own lives?  In our marriages and families? In the church?

· What else do we know about the value, power, inspiration and effectiveness of God’s word?

· Why does Paul include both reproof and correction?  Why do we need both?

· Did God inspire Scripture so that we could treat it casually, optionally and incidentally, or as mere ‘good advice’ or ‘a nice alternative to consider’ among many?

· What happens if we do not end up with biblically-based adequacy?  What do we end up with?

· Why does Paul mention ‘every good work’ at the end of verse 17?  OH, no!  Is Paul preaching ‘works’?  Is he getting us into spiritual trouble with these words?
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