Titus 3

This is the final chapter in Titus, though they are the last words that we have from the apostle Paul to Titus.  There is no doubt, however, that Paul was writing things that were very important to him, and that he felt that were very important to get across to Titus. 

Titus 3:1, 2

Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities [Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17], to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed [contrast Titus 1:16], 2 to malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle [1 Timothy 3:3; James 3:17], showing every consideration for all men [Romans 12:18; Galatians 6:10; Philippians 4:5].
We see that reminding is a common theme among the New Testament letters (Romans 15:15; 1 Corinthians 4:17; Galatians 5:3; Philippians 3:1; 2 Timothy 1:6; 2:14; Titus 3:1; 2 Peter 1:12, 15; Jude 5).  

· Why do believers need to be reminded – of anything?

· What is the difference between reminding and nagging?

· Why is it important to be subject to rulers and authorities?

· Are there any exceptions to being subject to rulers and authorities, and what are they?

· How do we go about being ready for every good deed?

· Are we to be doing good deeds in order to have good karma?

· Being peaceable and gentle and showing consideration for all men is a repeated message in the New Testament - why?  Does Paul mean just men – males?

Titus 3:3-7

For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
Compare this passage to Titus 2:11-14 from last week, and also quoted again below. 

Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.
· What do you see in these passages that is the same or similar?

· Why would Paul write things that are the same or similar – again and so soon?

· What is different between these passages, and why?

Paul is repetitive and emphatic about good deed and good deeds with Titus (see below).  Paul uses these words rarely in the rest of his writing.

· Why be so repetitive and emphatic with Titus?  Was it necessary to do so because Titus personally needed to hear about good deeds, or because of the character of the people of Crete? 

Titus 1:16

They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.

Titus 3:1

Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed…

Titus 2:7

…in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified…

Titus 2:14

…who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

Titus 3:8

This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.

Titus 3:14

Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruitful.
Titus 3:8, 9

This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men. 9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 
Verse 8 is the positive statement – what believers are to pursue.  On the other hand, verse 9 is the negative statement – what believers are to avoid, especially Titus.  

· Why avoid foolish controversies & genealogies & strife & disputes about the Law?

· Should believers always avoid any controversies at all costs?

· Do these problems appear to originate with the Gentiles or the Jews?

· Is recreation unprofitable and worthless, and should we avoid recreation?

Titus 3:10, 11

Reject a factious man after a first and second warning, 11 knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned. 

· What does a factious man – or woman - look like?

· Is rejecting them too harsh an approach?  What does ‘rejecting them’ look like?
· Why give warnings?  Why not take a ‘zero tolerance’ policy and reject them immediately?

Titus 3:12-14

When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, make every effort to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. 13 Diligently help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way so that nothing is lacking for them. 14 Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruitful. 

· What do you think of Paul’s instructions to Titus?  Is Paul being too bossy?

· Tychicus and Apollos are the two names that we see repeatedly in the New Testament.  Tychicus is often a letter carrier / messenger, and Apollos a teacher and apologist for the faith.  Why is Paul so big on words like ‘make every effort’ and ‘diligently’ and ‘nothing is lacking’?  Is Paul just getting overly intense or is there good reason for saying things that way? 

Titus 3:15

All who are with me greet you.  Greet those who love [Gk: phileo love – sentiment and affection] us in the faith.  Grace be with you all.
In biblical times a letter was a rather rare thing.  Since there was not a publicly available and affordable postal system, letters were most often hand carried by someone who spent a great deal of time – sometimes weeks and months - in carrying the letter and any accompanying verbal messages.  So it was important for everyone to greet everyone else while everyone had the chance – both generally and specifically.  That is why such lengthy greetings were common in letters from those times.

· Paul wrote about a love that was phileo love – sentiment and affection – versus agapeo love – unconditional with God as its source.  Is Paul being less spiritual by expressing a phileo love in this passage or is phileo love appropriate?
· ‘Grace be to you all’ was actually a fairly common expression in the Greek culture of Paul’s day.  But did Paul mean more by it than was usually the case in the general culture?  If so, what more did Paul mean? 
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