2 Timothy 1:8-18

2 Timothy 1:8-11

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to [consistent with] the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to [not consistent with] our works, but according [consistent with] to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, 10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished [made of no effect] (even the) death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher. 
· Why would anyone be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of Paul?

· Does Paul mean that Christ is the Lord’s prisoner – held in the Lord’s own prison?

· If Timothy joins Paul in suffering, is he a masochist – or what is he?

· How should Timothy go about joining with Paul in suffering, and how should he do it according to the power of God?  Isn’t a person who is suffering in prison powerless?

· What does it mean to be saved and called with a holy calling?

· If our salvation is not according to our works, should we not concern ourselves with works from here on out – should we just forget about works altogether?

· If our salvation is consistent with His own purpose and grace, granted to us from all eternity, what does that mean?  Does that mean that God just doesn’t care about sin anymore – that He just loves us the way we are and wants to just move on?

· From time to time Paul writes, ‘but now…” (as in Galatians 3:25 and 4:9; Ephesians 2:13 and 5:8).  Why does he write that way, from time to time?

· The appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ – is that His first coming, in this context, or the rapture, when Christ comes to take us home with Him, or the second coming.
· Is “who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel” kind of redundant?  Or are these saying slightly different things?

· Speaking of redundant – how is Paul a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher, all three at once?    

2 Timothy 1:12-13

For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know [perfect tense] whom I have believed [perfect tense] and I am convinced [perfect tense] that He is able [present tense] to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day. 13 Retain [imperative mood] the standard of sound [hugiainō] words which you have heard                  from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 
· There goes Paul, talking about suffering and being ashamed again!  Why?

· What’s with all of the knowing and believing and being convinced?

· Which ‘day’ is Paul talking about here, anyway?

· Why are sound words related to faith and love?  Why not just have faith and love, and leave the sound words part off?

· Can’t we find faith and love apart from Christ?  Why does He have to get involved?

2 Timothy 1:14

Guard [imperative mood], through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.  

· Why do we have to do any guarding?  Isn’t that all God’s job?

· Is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit only for special people at special times?

· What treasure is Paul talking about in this verse?

· Is there a difference between entrusted in verse 12 and entrusted in verse 14?  
2 Timothy 1:15

You are aware of the fact that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes. 
· Is Paul having a pity party in verse 15 or is there good reason for Paul to state these things?  

· What kind of prison is Paul in, anyway?  How is this different from the prison situation at the end of Acts?

· Did absolutely everyone who was and is a believer in Asia turn away from Paul or is there an intended limitation to Paul’s words?

· Why does Paul name names – isn’t he being a vicious gossip by doing so?

2 Timothy 1:16-18

The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus [see also 2 Timothy 4:19], for he  often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains; 17 but when he was in Rome,                 he eagerly searched for me and found me-- 18 the Lord grant to him to find mercy from the Lord on that day--and you know very well what services he rendered at Ephesus.
· What’s different about this guy Onesiphorus – different from Phygelus and Hermogenes?
· Which ‘day’ is Paul referring to?  And is there a risk that Onesiphorus would not find mercy on ‘that day’ – or why is Paul saying these words?  Is ‘mercy’ just mercy or is it ‘Pauline shorthand’ for both ‘mercy and grace’?
· Why doesn’t Paul tell Onesiphorus, “Thank you” and leave it at that?  Why write to Timothy about him – twice!? 
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