[image: image1.png]The Gospel of Luke

» The GospelofLuke + The Gospel of Luke
was written about is the longest of the
60 AD by Luke the four gospels, & is
physician, who was the longest New
a companion of the Testament book.

apostle Paul, &who  « The book begins

very likely became  jyst before Christ's
a believer under birth, focuses on the
Paul’s evangelistic ministry of Christ,

ministry. up to His ascension.



[image: image2.png]Dr. Luke was a man of keen skills
of observation & of deep compassion

* As one reads
through the gospel
of Luke & Acts,
the titles which are
given by Dr. Luke
are specific as to
the timeframe &
political domain

in each instance.

» Uniquely, Dr. Luke

not only observes
with very careful
attention to detail,
but also shows
deep compassion,
which reflects the
compassion that
Christ Himself had.
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Now as He approached the gate of the city, a dead man
was being carried out, the only son of his mother,
and she was a widow

Luke 8:41-42

And there came a man named Jairus, and he was

an official of the synagogue; and he fell at Jesus' feet,
and began to implore Him to come to his house; 42
for he had an only daughter, about twelve years old,
and she was dying.

Luke 9:38-39

And a man from the crowd shouted, saying, "Teacher,
| beg You to look at my son, for he is my only boy, 39
and a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly screams, and
it throws him into a convulsion with foaming at the
mouth; and only with difficulty does it leave him,
mauling him as it leaves.



[image: image4.png]Dr. Luke himself shows up in
these places in the New Testament

* Dr. Luke shows up  + Dr. Luke shows up

in the Acts of the by name in Paul’s
Apostles, as New Testament
‘we’ or ‘us’ letters at:

Acts 16:10-17; Colossians 4:14;
20:5-15; 21:1-18; 2 Timothy 4:11;
27:1-28:16. Philemon 24.

We find that Luke is a physician in
Colossians 4:14, & we find that he
is not a Jew in Colossians 4:10, 11.
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Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his
greetings, and also Demas.

2 Timothy 4:11

Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring
him with you, for he is useful to me for service.

Philemon 24

Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus,
greets you, 24 as do Mark, Aristarchus,
Demas, Luke, my fellow workers.
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They said, "Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and
God-fearing man well spoken of by the entire nation
of the Jews..."

Acts 13:43

Now when the meeting of the synagogue had broken
up, many of the Jews and of the God-fearing
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas...

Acts 17:4
And some of them were persuaded and joined

Paul and Silas, along with a large number of the
God-fearing Greeks...

Acts 17:17

So he was reasoning in the synagogue with the
Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles...



[image: image7.png]Antioch or Philippi?

« We don’t know « However, we have
for certain whether one record that Dr.
Dr. Luke was from Luke was in Antioch
Antioch or Philippi, (Codex Bezae), but
because some we also have record
ancient sources that Dr. Luke was in
report that Luke Philippi, & even that
was from Antioch, he stayed there from
& others say that Acts 16:12 to 20:6,

he was from Philippi. ~ for a few years.

Both Antioch & Philippi had a medical school.
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Some unique things in the Gospel of Luke

n Luke 1 & 2, Zacharias & Elizabeth, parents of John
he Baptist; Gabriel announcing the birth of Christ
hrough Mary; the birth of Christ in Bethlehem; the
angel announces to the shepherds; & Simeon & Anna

Luke 3, the genealogy of Christ back to Adam

uke 10, seventy are sent out, & the parable of

he_good Samaritan
Luke 16, the rich man & Lazarus; Abraham’s bosom
Luke 19, Zaccheus, the chief tax collector, believes

Luke 23, Jesus telling the criminal on the cross
hat today he would be with Him in Paradise

Luke 24, Jesus talking with the two disciples on
he road to Emmaus, the Ascension
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To compile an account
* The life of Christ * While it was Jewish

in His first coming tradition for disciples

was extraordinary to memorize all the

from the beginning words of their rabbi,

to His ascension Jesus was not just

into the heavenlies. an ordinary rabbi.
John 21:25

And there are also many other things which
Jesus did, which if they were written in detail,
| suppose that even the world itself would not
contain the books that would be written.
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Accomplished

¢ Dr. Luke was not ¢ Furthermore, while
just going to tell neither the apostle
Theophilus about Paul nor Dr. Luke
the things that had were involved in
happened, but Jesus’ earthly
about the things ministry, Dr. Luke
that had been still wrote of those
accomplished accomplishments
in Christ’s first as being effective

coming. ‘among us’.
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Handed down to us

» Everything » So everything
about Christ’s Dr. Luke wrote
earthly ministry in about Christ’s
His first coming was earthly ministry
outside of what Dr. had been ‘handed

Luke & the apostle down to’ him by
Paul had witnessed others who had
directly. direct contact.

But as we will soon see, there are two reasons
why Dr. Luke’s account is still highly reliable.



[image: image12.png]Luke 1:2

Eyewitnesses & servants

* Those who * The Greek word
delivered what behind ‘servants’
they knew to conveys that these
Dr. Luke were same eyewitnesses
eyewitnesses to also viewed them-
the people & the selves as entrusted
events described with what they had
forusin the Gospel witnessed, & the

of Luke. message.



[image: image13.png]2 Peter 1:16-18

For we did not follow cleverly devised tales
when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were

eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For when He
received honor and glory from God the Father,
such an utterance as this was made to Him by
the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son
with whom | am well-pleased"-- 18 and we
ourselves heard this utterance made from

heaven when we were with Him on the
holy mountain.

Dr. Luke’s account of ‘the Transfiguration’
is found in Luke 9:28-36.
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What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life-- 2 and the life was
manifested, and we have seen and testify and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with
the Father and was manifested to us-- 3 what
we have seen and heard we proclaim to you
also, so that you too may have fellowship with
us; and indeed our fellowship is with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4
These things we write, so that our joy

may be made complete.
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A reliable account because...

* Dr. Luke is not an * And Dr. Luke
eyewitness to the also investigated
people & events in everything carefully,
the Gospel of Luke, starting at the very
however, those who beginning, & putting
were eyewitnesses everything in its
conveyed what they proper sequence.
witnessed withthe  « No part of
mindset that they the process

were ‘entrusted’. was taken casually.
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Who was Theophilus?

* Who was this man « We have no other
Theophilus to whom information on him,

Dr. Luke wrote the but we have this
Gospel of Luke & clue: ‘most excellent’
the Acts of the is also used in Acts
Apostles? 23:26; 24:3 & 26:25.

In Acts, ‘most excellent’ was used to address
governors Felix & Festus, so Theophilus was

of higher legal or socioeconomic standing.
He may have been the one who paid Dr. Luke
to write, or a government official at some level.
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So that you may know the exact truth

» Dr. Luke did not » That’s why his

want to pass along sources were
interpolations, eyewitnesses who
extrapolations, had been entrusted
or ‘best guesses’. with what they knew.

And Dr. Luke investigated everything carefully
so that Theophilus would know the exact truth,

& not some approximation, distortion,
or Dr. Luke’s best guess.
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Things you have been told orally

» Theophilus had
been told things
orally, so now Dr.
Luke was going

to present eye-
witness testimony
fromthose who had
been entrusted, in
historical sequence,
& in writing.

» Everything had
been carefully
investigated.

* The exact truth
does matter after
all, & that's what
we’re going to be
examining in the
Gospel of Luke.
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