[image: image1.png]Herod the Great This portion of the Herod family tree
King of Judea focuses on those who are mentioned in the
37-4BC Gospel of Luke. There are others who are
Matthew mentioned in other New Testament books,
2:1-3,7,9,12-19,22; as well as other members of the family tree
Luke 1:5 who are not named in the New Testament.
His Wives:
Malthace | Cleopatra
I
Herod Antipas Herod Herod Philip 1l
4 BC-39 AD Tetrarch Archelaus 4BC-34 AD
of Galilee & Perea 4BC-6 AD Tetrarch of Iturea,
Matthew 14:1,3,6,9; Ethnarch of Trachonitis,
Mark 6:14,16-22 25 Judea, Gaularitis,
27, Luke 3:1-19 Samaria & Auranitis &
Idumea Batanaea
Matthew 3:22; Matthew 14:3;
Luke Mark 6:17;
19:12-27 Luke 3:19




[image: image2.png]Luke 1:5-7; 1 Chronicles 24:10; Exodus 6:23

Zacharias & Elizabeth

» Zacharias (Hebrew: + These two lived

Zechariah) was a righteously, & for
priest of the order many, many years.
of Abijah. + They had no

* He had married a children, though
wife of the line of they wanted very
Aaron named much to have
Elizabeth (Hebrew: children, but they
Elisheba). were late in years.

A bit like Abraham & Sarah, Elkanah & Hannah
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Something very special

» With Abraham & » God is preparing

Sarah, Elkanah & to do something
Hannah, & now very special &
with Zacharias & of very great
Elizabeth, we see significance.

that when God « And in each case
allows the years it also shows that
to pass without a God waits until the
child — even when matter is beyond

a child is wanted... human solution.
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[image: image6.png]Luke 1:8-10; Exodus 30:1-8

Once in a lifetime honor

* In New Testament  + To be the one priest

times there were who was selected
about 20,000 by lot to offer the
priests, & each incense offering in
order did service the inner temple
for a week, twice was aoncein a
each year, including lifetime honor
Zacharias’ order. for Zacharias.

And many observant Jews would gather
outside to pray at the offering of the incense.




[image: image7.png]From the Old Testament into
the New Testament, prayer was
associated with the burning of incense

Psalm 141:1-2a

O LORD, | call upon You; hasten to me!
Give ear to my voice when | call to You!

2 May my prayer be counted as incense
before You;

Since 70% of the book of Revelation is
out of the Old Testament, we find that
prayer is associated with incense in
the book of Revelation as well...
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the New Testament, prayer was
associated with the burning of incense

Psalm 141:1-2a

O LORD, | call upon You; hasten to me!
Give ear to my voice when | call to You!

2 May my prayer be counted as incense
before You;

Since 70% of the book of Revelation is
out of the Old Testament, we find that
prayer is associated with incense in
the book of Revelation as well...



[image: image9.png]Luke 1:11-14; 2:8-20; 2 Corinthians 12:7

An angel of the Lord appeared to him

» The Greek word for + This angel is an

‘angel’ also means angel of the Lord,
‘messenger’, & & we see here what
there are angels we often see, & will
& messengers in see again when the
the Bible who are angels appear to
not from the Lord, the shepherds at
S0 many passages Christ’s birth: the
will clarify who the response on first

messenger is from. sight is often fear.
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Zacharias troubled & gripped with fear

» Zacharias’ response <+ But on this once in
was typical of those a lifetime special
who first see an day, Zacharias is
angel: great fear. also troubled.

Zacharias had waited years to be the
one who would bring the incense as a
fully qualified priest, selected by lot.

Nobody else was supposed to be in the
room at this time. Burning incense
was not a tag-team priestly activity.
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Do not be afraid, Zacharias!

* Imagine what it » But the angel really
was like to have the is there to tell him
angel materialize good news, that
at a time & place God has heard
where nobody else (past tense) his
was supposed to prayer, & that his
be present, & the wife, Elizabeth,
angel commands would have a

him not to be afraid, son who would
using his name! be named John.
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Joy & gladness, many rejoice

» One can imagine » Zacharias is told
the very intense & that he will have
rapidly changing joy &gladness &
emotions that that many will
Zacharias was rejoice at the
going through. birth of John.

And now the angel is about to tell
Zacharias about who John will be...
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Great in the sight of the Lord

» God has a plan * In the end it's how
& direction for the Lord evaluates
history & for the & measures & views
earth (Ephesians things that really
1:9,10), & John, matters, isn't it.
the son of Zacharias  « Though John would
& Elizabeth, was have been qualified
a key part of that to be a priest, too,
plan & direction. God had otherplans.

John will become known as ‘John the Baptist'.
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‘Drink no wine or liquor’
- the Nazirite vow

* Numbers chapter « The words, ‘drink no

6 gives the things wine or liquor’ are
to be fulfilled for taken from that vow.
a Nazirite vow, & » Samson, Samuel
how to deal with & John, soon to be
cases of violation. the son of Zacharias
* In most cases the & Elizabeth, had a
Nazirite vow was a Nazirite vow for life,
temporary set of & not just for a set

conditions period of time.
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Filled with the Holy Spirit

e There are a few « Next, John
things about this would be filled
part of what with the Holy
Zacharias is told Spirit before he
that are most was even born.
extraordinary! « Thirdly, the Old

« First, Dr. Luke has Testament saints
all of the uses of did not have the
that phrase in the universal indwelling

Bible: Luke & Acts. of the Holy Spirit.

In Luke chapter 1 John, Elizabeth, & Zacharias
are all three said to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
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He will turn many back

* Many in Israel » John the Baptist
had lost their way would call for
among political & repentance - a
religious move- change of mind
ments of various - so that the Jews
kinds, & others would turn - be
had compromised, converted — back to
some for the sake the Lord their God,
of survival & some & many did repent

for opportunity. & turn back.



[image: image18.png]Luke 1:15-17

A forerunner

» John will go ahead + He will do these

of the Lord, & will things in the spirit
announce His of & with a power
coming. like that of Elijah.

One of the great tragedies of the biblical
accounts is the failure of fathers to pass

along the heart for the Lord & principles
from God’s word to their children. John
would appeal to change that pattern.
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Attitude of the righteous

¢ The word translated + We will see that

‘attitude’ refers to John challenged

a mindset. those who came
« Those who are to pass judgment

disobedient come on him, but who

from a mindset, too.  remained hypo-

‘e i ites, having lives
« So John’s ministry cries,
would also include that did not match

: : up with their claims
changing mindsets. to spirituality.
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A people prepared for the Lord

» John would be a » Though John would
real puzzlement draw a great deal
to many who were of attention, his
trying to figure out purpose would not
who he was & what be to draw attention
he was doing. to himself.

Instead, John’s purpose would be to
prepare hearts to receive the message
about & from Christ the Lord.
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So...

* Who was this
angel of the Lord?

* Will he show up
in Luke again?

» Will Zacharias
take the angel’s
message to heart,
& put his faith in the
angel’s revelation?

» What will the people
outside who are
praying & waiting
think of Zacharias
when he comes
out of the temple?

* What will Elizabeth
think about what
the angel said to
Zacharias?

» Will John preach
one or two gospels,
or any gospel at all?
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