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So...

* Who was this
angel of the Lord?

* Will he show up
in Luke again?

» Will Zacharias
take the angel’s
message to heart,
& put his faith in the
angel’s revelation?

» What will the people
outside who are
praying & waiting
think of Zacharias
when he comes
out of the temple?

* What will Elizabeth
think about what
the angel said to
Zacharias?

» Will John preach
one or two gospels,
or any gospel at all?
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Jews ask for signs

* In 1 Corinthians » Jews were inclined
1:22 the apostle to ask for signs, by
Paul wrote, “For which they meant
indeed Jews ask they wanted to
for signs...”. see a miracle.

But the Jewish propensity for asking for
signs was not a good thing, as we’ll see
in Luke 11:29. Indeed Zacharias will
have a sign, but he won't like it ®.
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He’s not sure...

» Zacharias should » Zacharias is carry-

have known better. ing out the priestly
« An ange| from God duties that the Law
materializes rightin ~ of Moses calls for,
front of Zacharias, & that Law came
in a place where to him by multiple
nobody else is amagzing miracles,
supposed to be, but still, Zacharias

but he’s not sure. is just not sure.
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Zacharias is still not sure...

* The angel * The angel tells

who appeared to Zacharias details
Zacharias, whom about the future life
Zacharias had not & character of John,
met before, calls to be called John
out Zacharias by the Baptist, decades
name in his initial in advance of their
greeting, but still, fulfillment! Yet still,
Zacharias is Zacharias is just

not sure! not sure!
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Zacharias is just not sure...
* The books of the * Then there is the

Law record how account of Elkanah
God gave Isaac to & his wife Hannah,
Abraham & Sarah who gave birth to
when they were Samuel long after it
both way too old — looked like the Lord
Abraham was 100 had just closed her
years old! But womb — but even
Zacharias is then Zacharias

not sure! is not sure!
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Doubting God

« A believer can ¢ God can handle
come to doubt God, it when we doubt
either because the Him ©.
thing desired does . But it is God’s intent
not come about in that the lessons
the way & the time learned in & from
expected, or also the trial grow us in
because of the faith & dependence

duration or intensity & intimacy with
of atrial or discipline. Christ.
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| am Gabriel, &...

» The angel Gabriel » Elizabeth his wife
identifies himself by would not be barren

name, saying that to the end of her
he was sent by days, & his prayer
God himself. will be answered &,
+ And Gabriel tells John would be the
Zacharias that he name of their son,
was sent to tell & his character &
Zacharias the accomplishments

good news! are told in advance.
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Uh-Oh!

» But in spite of
all of the evidence
that this angel was
bringing a message
from God Himself,
Zacharias was still
not sure, so he didn’t
believe the message
that Gabriel had
brought to him.

As a consequence,
however, Zacharias
was told that he
would not be able to
speak until the birth
of his son, John.

Zacharias’ last words
were words of doubt,
but his next words
were words of faith!
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The whole multitude of the people

* In verse 10 we were
told that the whole
multitude of the
people were
waiting outside
praying while
Zachariaswas
offering the
incense on
the altar.

But Zacharias was
taking longer than
usual & the people
on the outside were
starting to wonder.

For a priest not to
come out in a timely
manner created a
problem — should
someone go in?
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I’'m speechless, but | can’t tell you!

* When Zacharias » Somehow he had
comes out, he not an appearance that
only has everyone’s told them that he
attention because had seen a vision
he’s been delayed, inside the temple
but he can't tell building.
them anything « But since he can't
about what say anything he has
happened to use hand signals

in there. of some kind.
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Going home

» The priests served
for a week twice a
year, but the priests
had a very full
schedule, & at
times they worked
really hard & the
work was not
always pleasant!

* We have shown
pictures of Elizabeth
at the temple, but
likely she was home.

« S0, as Zacharias
headed home,
he went with the
knowledge that he
had fantastic good
news for Elizabeth,
but could not tell
her about it verbally
because of unbelief.

‘Home’ was in the hill country of Judah (Luke 1:39).
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So why did Elizabeth
keep herself in seclusion?

* We don’t know » She may also have
why Elizabeth kept wanted to avoid
herself in seclusion appearing in public
for five months, but until it was quite
here are a few evident that she
possibilities: was pregnant,

« To honor Zacharias’  Otherwise it might
imposed silence, so ook like a crazy old
she didn’t end up lady was claiming
speaking for him. to be pregnant.

She may have been devoted to giving thanks.
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when the Lord opened up her womb

Genesis 30:22-23

Then God remembered Rachel, and God gave
heed to her and opened her womb. 23 So she
conceived and bore a son and said, "God has

taken away my reproach.”
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