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conception be
Last Sunday different than
 \When we see that of John?
Gabriel next * Will Mary be
he will give, in told about
advance, a name Messiah ben
to another baby Joseph or
to be born — Why Messiah ben
does he do that? David?

Which of the two gospels will Mary

be told about regarding Jesus? Will
Joseph be told about a ‘different’ gospel?
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Matthew & Luke: complimentary accounts

» Matthew presents » Matthew includes

the ‘Christmas the Magi & ‘insider’
account’ more details on Herod,
from Joseph’s while Luke includes
perspective, details on Zacharias,
while Luke Elizabeth, Mary &
presents the the shepherds.
account more « The accounts are
from Mary’s different, but they

point of view. are complimentary.
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A matter of timing

» The angel Gabriel
was sent by God
to Nazareth in
the sixth month
of Elizabeth’s
pregnancy with
John, after she
had been in
seclusion for
five months.

One of the key
timing factors for
Matthew & Luke
chapters 1 & 2 is
the death of Herod,
in mid-March 4 BC.

The angel Gabriel
was sent to the city
of Nazareth about
6 BC.
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If it were up to you...

+ If it were up to you,
would you do it this
way?

Would you have the
savior of the world
be born in some
no-name town in

a far-flung corner of
the Roman Empire,
ruled by a maniac?

* Would you send an
angel to announce
the birth of the one
& only Messiah to
a teenage Jewish
girl whose husband
would not live to
see Him become
an adult, hated
by His siblings?
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Of the descendants of David

* The Messiah must  + But Jesus is of the
be descended from line of David, as
King David, & of the ~ was promised to
tribe of Judah, of the David about 1000
line of Abraham, & years before this
born of a woman. announcement to

« We will not look at Mary, by the angel
Jesus’ genealogies Gabriel, who was
until Luke chapter 3. sent by God.
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"Your house and your kingdom shall endure
before Me forever; your throne shall be
established forever." 17 In accordance with

all these words and all this vision, so Nathan
spoke to David. (see also 1 Chronicles 22:10)

Galatians 4:4-5

But when the fullness of the time came, God
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born
under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem
those who were under the Law, that we
might receive the adoption as sons.
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Virgin?

* Mary was & had
to be a virgin, by a
few different points
from Scripture:

« Genesis 3:15,
“And | will put
enmity between
you and the woman,
and between your
seed and her seed”

* From Isaiah 7:14,
"Therefore the Lord
Himself will give you
a sign: Behold, a
virgin will be with
child and bear a
son, and she will
call His name
Immanuel [God
with us]."
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Engaged to a man named Joseph

» Being engaged, in * A man & a woman

our own culture, is who were engaged
an informal arrange-  were known as
ment which is not husband & wife,
legally binding. though they were

« Butin the Jewish not to be intimate
culture of the time, until after their

being engaged was ~ Wedding day.
formal & was legally < Ending an engage-
binding. ment was divorce.
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Greetings, favored one!

* Mary, as far as » Having grown up
we know, had in a town off the
no preparation beaten path, &
for Gabriel's lacking Israel’'s
appearance & or Rome’s focus,
announcement Mary was not
to her. prepared for this.

We have no indication that Mary had been thinking,
“Pretty soon an angel’s going to show up &
announce that | will give birth to the Messiah”.
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Jewish custom

» By Jewish custom, + The man, by the
a young Jewish Jewish custom,
woman of this time was typically
would typically have married by age
been engaged at 12  eighteen, in New
to 14 years of age. Testament times.

The engagement would usually have
been for about a year, giving the
husband a time to “go and prepare
a place for” his wife (John 14:1-3).
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“The Lord is with you...
Do not be afraid”

¢ The words, “The * “Do not be afraid”,

Lord is with you” was said by angels
were used four several times in the
times in the OId events surrounding
Testament, & one Jesus’ birth: to

of thosetimes was Zacharias, & to
right before God Joseph, & by the
promised David angels announcing

that his descendant Jesus birth to the
would reign forever. shepherds.
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Perplexed!

+ If we put ourselves
in Mary’s place, we
can well imagine
that Mary would be
perplexed by an
awesome angel
appearing to her,
telling her that she
was favored by God,
using her name!
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You will conceive

» Mary was perplexed
before these words
were spoken, but
she is finding out
what astounding
things are planned
for her & her son,
whom she is to
name ‘Jesus’.

English: Jesus
Greek: lesous
Hebrew: Yeshua

This is nowthe
second time that

the angel Gabriel has
told someone exactly
what they were to
name their child.
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Called
» This passage » ‘Call’ or‘called’ is
makes a distinction sometimes used in
between the name Scripture not for the
that this son is to name given but for
be given & what identity — what the
He will be called person actually

(see also Luke 1:35). was, is, or will be.

Behold, the virgin shall be with child
and shall bear a son, and they shall call
His name Immanuel," which translated
means, "God with us." Matthew 1:23
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The Son of the Most High

» ‘The Most High’ was + The Son of God,
used, meaning ‘God’, the second Person
several dozen times  ofthe Trinity, always
inthe Old Testament. was, is & will be the

o Luke 1:35 confirms eternal Son of God.

that the Son of the  « But His humanity
Most High’ means was added to His
‘the Son of God'. deity at conception.

Jesus would be fully deity & fully human.
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"Your house and your kingdom shall endure
before Me forever; your throne shall be
established forever." 17 In accordance with
all these words and all this vision, so Nathan
spoke to David. (see also 1 Chronicles 22:10)

This descendant from the house of David
will reign over the house of Jacob, the people
of Israel, & that kingdom, once established,
will endure forever, first as the Millennial
kingdom, & then eternally in the New
Heavens & the New Earth. Mary is told
by Gabriel that she will give birth to that
descendant from the house of David.
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What the Jews once said
about the two Messiahs

* Many centuries ago + Messiah ben David

the rabbis viewed was by far the more
the Old Testament publicly taught &

as teaching that anticipated among
there would be two most of the Jewish
Messiahs: Messiah population in earlier
ben Joseph, who centuries, but...

would_ suffer&diez & « Messiah ben Joseph
Messiah ben David was seen as being in

who would reign. Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12.
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Was Mary told that Jesus was
Messiah ben Joseph or

Messiah ben David?
« |t was the Pharisees <+ But Gabriel told

who saw in the Old
Testament the two
Messiahs’, with
Messiah ben David
raising Messiah
ben Joseph from
the dead, as two

in sequence & not
one single person.

Mary about how
Jesus would be
Messiah ben David.

* It was Joseph who

would be told about
how Jesus would
be Messiah ben
Joseph (Matthew
1:21).
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Matthew 1:20-21
to Joseph:
“Jesus... He will

John 1:29, 36 Matthew Jesus is
“Behold the 12:40; 16:21 crucified, buried,
Lamb of God Christ says & raised, appearing
save His people who takes away the He must die to as many as 500

from their sins”

sin of the world” & rise again witnesses at once

The Gospel of Substitution: Jesus, the Suffering Savior

6 BC 30AD| 31 AD| 32AD| 33AD|

The Gospel of the Kingdom: Christ, the Messiah Will Reign

Luke 1:30-33 Matthew Matthew 10 Christ ascends from
to Mary: 3:2 (John) & Jesus sends the Mount of Olives,
“throne of His Father 4:17 (Christ): out the 12 to return to the
David... reign over “Repent, for disciples: Mount of Olives at
the house of Jacob the kingdom “The kingdom the 2" coming
forever... kingdom of heaven is of heaven is (Acts 1:1-11;

will have no end” at hand” at hand!” Zechariah 14:4)




[image: image22.png]Luke 1:34-35

Mary: “l am a virgin”

* Mary’s question .
was not like the
question Zacharias
asked of Gabriel.

» She wasn’t doubting -
the word of Gabriel,
but only asking how
the conception &
birth would come
about.

It appears that Mary
had understood the
content of what
Gabriel had said.
Mary was a virgin,

a parthenos in the
Greek, which was
the same word as
the Greek Old Test-
ament of Isaiah 7:14.
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Mary had recently gotten engaged

+ If Mary was soonto + But Mary had

be married, she apparently been
might not have only fairly recently
been puzzled as engaged to Joseph,
to how she would & the typical year-
conceive a son, long engagement
assuming that would tell us that
Joseph would be the wedding was
the father of this a number of

prophesied son. months away.
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The Holy Spirit — the holy Child

» Jesus would be » But this good
conceived super- news also had a
naturally, as a work difficult side to it:

of the Holy Spirit, + Mary would be

such that Joseph pregnant at the
would not be the socially wrong
father, & that Jesus’ time for the
humanity would Jewish culture —
be added to His months before

eternal deity. her wedding day.
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The holy Child will also be the Son of God

« As we have said, « Jesus the Christ
to be called the Son (Saviorthe Messiah)
of God is to be the was the eternal Son
Son of God in the of God, & always
Bible’s use of will be on into
words. eternity.

At His miraculous conception,
Jesus would add His humanity, being
the only one who was a true holy Child,
being also eternal deity.
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Mary’s relative Elizabeth
in her sixth month of pregnancy

» Elizabeth alsowas + Gabriel told Mary

given a miracle that, “Nothing will
pregnancy in an be impossible with
answer to prayer, God.”

& Gabriel now « In spite of the need
told Mary of this for a miracle, & in
pregnancy, not spite of the difficulty
that it was a virgin caused by her being

birth, but ratherthat  pregnant before
it was later in life. marriage. ..
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The bondslave of the Lord

» A bondslave was * Initially, Mary’s
a slave voluntarily. engagement to

* Though it was Joseph would
going to require a al_so be disturbed,
miracle, & the social ~ With Joseph even
situation would be planning to divorce
beyond awkward, her (Matthew 1:19),
Mary completely but even with all
submits to the those obstacles,

word of Gabriel. Mary says, “Yes”.
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Mary is going to visit Elizabeth

* What will Mary * What will happen
say to Elizabeth? right after she

« What will Elizabeth leaves to go to
say to Mary? back to Nazareth?

« How long will Mary  * When does Joseph

stay with Elizabeth?  find out that Mary is
‘with child’?

Why will Holly Hills Bible Church
celebrate Christmas twice this year?
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