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Mary is going to visit Elizabeth

* What will Mary * What will happen
say to Elizabeth? right after she

« What will Elizabeth leaves to go to
say to Mary? back to Nazareth?

« How long will Mary  * When does Joseph

stay with Elizabeth?  find out that Mary is
‘with child’?

Why will Holly Hills Bible Church
celebrate Christmas twice this year?
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Gabriel told Mary about Elizabeth
» Since Gabriel had » Though they were

told Mary about at opposite ends of
Elizabeth being the age spectrum,
with child so late Elizabeth would

in life, Mary also certainly understand!
wanted to share « With the issues

with Elizabeth about to erupt in
aboutherown Nazareth, it would be
miraculous good to have some-

pregnancy. one who understood.
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The baby leaped in her womb

» The baby who was  + This baby was filled
to become John the with the Holy Spirit

Baptist leaped in before he was even
Elizabeth’s womb born (Luke 1:15), so
at the sound of he had a special
Mary’s greeting spiritual sensitivity
to Elizabeth. by God’s intent.

And Elizabeth, too, is said to be
filled with the Holy Spirit’. Zacharias will
shortly also be filled with the Holy Spirit.
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A loud voice in
the house of a man with no voice

» Blessed is Mary * And blessed is the

among women to fruit of her womb,
have the honor of the Messiah & the
bearing the Messiah Savior, who, having
& Savior, even if been the eternal
almost everyone Son of God from
views her with eternity past, now
condemnation adds humanity to

& shame. His deity.
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Spiritually perceptive

» Elizabeth was avery
spiritually perceptive
woman!

» Mary had not, so far
as we can tell, told
Elizabeth anything
about Gabriel
coming to visit
her or what he
told her.

* Yet we read that

Elizabeth knew that
Mary had begun to
be the mother of her
Lord, even though
she asked how it
came about that
Mary had come

to visit Elizabeth,
her relative.
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Mary is pregnant by faith

» Mary believed what + As to our initial

God had told her salvation, God asks
through the angel that we believe Him
Gabriel & God did about the gospel, &
the rest. He will do the rest.

* That’s the way our  + As to the believer
initial salvation & all living life, God asks
of the Christian life that we believe Him,
works, too. & He willdo the rest.

Mary is blessed because she believed God.
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46 And Mary said:

"My soul exalts the Lord, 47 and
my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.

48 For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave;
For behold, from this fime on all generations will count me blessed.

49 For the Mighty One has done great things for me; and holy is His name. 50
And His mercy is upon generation after generation toward those who fear Him.

51

He has done mighty deeds with His arm;
He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart. 52
He has brought down rulers from their thrones, and
has exalted those who were humble. 53
He has filled the hungry with good things; and
[has] sent away the rich empty-handed.

54 He has given help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of His mercy,
55 As He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his descendants forever."
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“‘My soul exalts the Lord”

* These verses are * As we read Mary’s

sometimes called poetic praise of the

Mary’s magnificat Lord we seethat she
(Latin for magnifies) does not have a no-
or Mary’s song. name town mindset.

Even more, she doesn’t focus much on
herself, but on the Lord & His character,

& His accomplishments. Her timeframe
is ‘all generations’. She says nothing of
the scandal soon coming in Nazareth.
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Relationship
» Every time Mary » That is a good way
mentions herself, to view ourselves:
it is always in always as we are
relationship to in relationship to
the Lord. the Lord.

The pagan perspective is, “What do |
have to do to cause God to do this or

that for me?” Mary’s perspective is that
she is the Lord’s bondslave who is
defined by her relationship to the Lord.
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God my Savior

» Mary recognized * And by the eternal

that she needed covenant, arranged
a savior, & that before God said,
savior was God. “Let there be light”,
. By the eternal Christ would be
covenant the Son resurrected.
of God would be * Mary was to give
born a human birth to the savior,
being & die on who would die on a

a cross for us... cross for her sins.
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Mary’s attitude is in sharp contrast

» The pagan cultures
in biblical times
saw humility as
acharacterflaw, &
exalted & admired
personal pride as
a virtue.

« And some of the
Jews were even
buying into this lie.

But Mary saw
right through that
error of thinking.

She saw that
respecting God &
humbling herself
before Him was

the wiser course,

& God would bless
her because of that.
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Mary sees God as the Promise Keeper

* Mary knows the * Mary knows that an
promises that God important part of the
made to Abraham, fulfillment of those
Isaac & Jacob, & to covenants will come
the fathers of the about by the birth of
Hebrew nation, & the child that at this
she sees that God time had already

is going to keep His been conceived
promises to Israel. in her.



[image: image16.png]Luke 1:56

Mary stayed with Elizabeth
for about three months, then...

* On her return * She would tell them
home to the city that the angel said
of Nazareth, Mary that she would be
would face some pregnant by the
huge challenges: Holy Spirit & that

« She would tell she would be giving
Joseph & her birth to the Messiah.
parents that an * She would have a
angel appeared three month ‘baby

to her. bump’.
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Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 19
And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not
wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. 20
But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has
been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 "She will bear a
Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sins." 22 Now all this took place to fulfill what
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 "Behold, the
virgin shall be with child and shall bear a son, and they shall
call His name Immanuel," which translated means, "God with
us." 24 And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife, 25 but
kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called
His name Jesus.
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Event Matthew Mark Luke John
Pre-existence of Christ 1:1-18
Genealogy of Jesus through Joseph 1117

Genealogy of Jesus through Mary 3:23-38

Gabriel announces John's birth 1:1-25

Gabriel visits Mary 1:26-38

Mary visits Elizabeth, John's mother 1:39-56

Birth of John the Baptist 1:57-80

Angel visits Joseph in a dream 1:18-25

Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem 217

Shepherds visit Jesus 2:8-20

Circumcision of Jesus 221

Jesus presented in the Temple 2:22-38

Wise men bring gifts 2:1-12

Joseph's family escapes to Egypt 2:13-15

Herod's wrath on Bethehem's children 2:16-18

Joseph's family settles in Nazareth 2:19-23 2:39

Childhood of Jesus 2:40-52

Matthew presents the events surrounding Christ’s birth from
Joseph's perspective, & Luke presents the events surrounding
Christ’s birth from Mary’s perspective.



[image: image20.png]Luke 1:57-80

In the next passage...

* When Elizabeth’s
baby is born, will it
be a boy or a son?

* Why will Zacharias
& Elizabeth astound
everyone by break-
ing with the naming
tradition among the
Jews?

When Zacharias
finally is able to

speak, what will

he say?

What will be said
for the third time in
Luke chapter 1 that
only Dr. Luke wrote
in Luke & Acts?
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