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In this passage...

* When Elizabeth’s
baby is born, will it
be a boy or a son?

* Why will Zacharias
& Elizabeth astound
everyone by break-
ing with the naming
tradition among the
Jews?

When Zacharias
finally is able to

speak, what will

he say?

What will be said
for the third time in
Luke chapter 1 that
only Dr. Luke wrote
in Luke & Acts?
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We've heard so far that. ..

» Zacharias was told  + Mary was betrothed
by Gabriel that John  to Joseph.

was to be born from  « Mary, having been

his wife Elizabeth. informed by Gabriel,

» Mary was told by went to see her
Gabriel that she relative Elizabeth,
would bear the who was then in
Messiah by a her sixth month
virgin conception of pregnancy

of the Holy Spirit. with John.
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In fulfillment of what
Gabriel had told Zacharias

» Gabriel had told * After Elizabeth had
Zacharias that His spent five months
wife would have a in seclusion, it had
son (Luke 1:13), so become known to
Dr. Luke wrote that her neighbors &

she conceived a relatives that she
son (Luke 1:36), & was with child, &
Luke 1:57 tells us they all rejoiced

that she bore a son. with her.

The Lord magnified His great mercy towards her.
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Circumcised on the eighth day

* The laws of mother- + Leviticus 12:6 says

hood, which we that a Jewish baby
shall see again in boy is to be circum-
a few weeks, are cised on the eighth
found in Leviticus day (even if that
chapter 12. day is a Sabbath).

Jewish tradition said that on that eighth day a

name for the baby boy would be selected from
previously given names from the family tree.
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According to Law & tradition

» Since Zacharias * And it would also be
had not been on assumed, given the
speaking terms boy’s lineage, that
with anyone for he would grow up
nine months, the to be a priest like
attending rabbi his father had been.
would be inclined « And that is one big
to name the baby reason to name this
boy ‘Zacharias’. boy differently.

God had non-traditional plans for this baby boy.
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Also by tradition

+ Also, by tradition, » People who were
the father would present were very
pronounce the surprised & puzzled!

name of the child,  « The name ‘John’was
but since Zacharias not found among any

was not speaking man in the entire
Elizabeth spoke up, family tree!

saying, "No indeed,;
but he shall be
called John."

* Now Zacharias
had to speak up!
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Signs! Signs?

» Now this is starting
to get pretty funny!

» The people must
have assumed that
since Zacharias
could not speak
that he couldn’t
hear, either!

» So they made signs
at him, trying to get
his input on this most
puzzling of names —
Elizabeth just can’t
be right onthe name
‘John’ for this infant
son of theirs.

Zacharias must have the final say on the name.
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“His name is...”

e So Zacharias asks ¢ Elizabeth was not
for a writing tablet mistaken about the
& puts down that, puzzling name of
“His name is John.” her infant son!

The reaction of the people to naming
their infant son: they were astonished!

They wondered at the name ‘John’
given to this eight day old infant.
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From unbelief to faith

« Zacharias’ unbelief
at Gabriel’s initial
pronouncement
that His wife
would give birth
to a son resulted
in Zacharias being
made unable to
speak until the
day of fulfilment.

Luke 1:13, “...your
wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and
you will give him
the name John...”
So as Zacharias
wrote that his son’s
name was John, his
return to faith allow-
ed him to speak.
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What are the possibilities?

» Could Zacharias » Was Zacharias
have been mad at being punished for
God for his silence? his unbelief, or was

« Could Zacharias he being disciplined
have decided to in order to bring him
name his son other ~ back to faith?
than John just to » Now that he is back
get back at God for to a place of faith,
making him silent will nothing bad

for nine months? ever happen again?



[image: image13.png]Luke 1:65-66

Fear? Why fear?

« What were the * There was fear of
people afraid of? the power of God

. Peop|e, having made evident in
all known that their neighbor &
Zacharias was relative Zacharias
made to be silent, being made silent
were astounded & then being made
when he did speak.  able to speak again.

People are putting it together that God is
doing something extraordinary with this child!
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What then will
this child turn out to be?

* An angel appearing + Elizabeth becoming

to Zacharias at the pregnant & bearing
once in a lifetime a child later in life,
opportunity to bring after being barren
incense into the for decades...
Holy Place... + A name given to

» Zacharias being their miracle baby
silenced & then that is not according
being made able to tradition, confirm-

to speak again... ed by Zacharias...
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The hand of the Lord
is certainly with him

¢ Does, “The hand of ¢ The answer, of
the Lord is certainly course, is “No.”
with him” meanthat « The hand of the
nothing badwillever | ord is with him

happen to this son means that God is
of theirs? doing some extra-
+ Or that life will go ordinary things, &
easy for him all very intentionally,
his days? for God’s purposes.

‘Certainly’ means that this is very evident.
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Luke 1:67-79

67 And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied,
saying:

68 "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and
accomplished redemption for His people,

69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David
His servant--

70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old--

71 Salvation from our enemies, and from the hand of all who hate us;

72 To show mercy toward our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant,
73 The oath which He swore to Abraham our father,

74 To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies,
might serve Him without fear,

75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.
76 "And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
For you will go on before the Lord to prepare his ways;

77 To give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness
of their sins,

78 Because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from
on high will visit us,

79 To shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death,
To guide our feet into the way of peace."
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Filled with the Holy Spirit

* This is a set of * Dr. Luke seems
words that only Dr. to mean this ‘being
Luke uses, in Luke filled’ as a special
& in Acts. filling, empowering

« By this time, John, & enabling a believer
Elizabeth & her to know, to act & to
husband Zacharias ~ Speak for God’s
are all three said intended outcome.
to be filled with * So Zacharias

the Holy Spirit. prophesied.
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The certainty of future fulfillment

* You will notice in * Much of what
Zacharias’ words Zacharias has to
the use of past or say is really looking
present tense, as aheadtothe coming

if the event or state Millennial Kingdom,
or accomplishment which is yet future

is already done. to us even now, &
» These are the is also looking back
words of prophecy.  to the promises

made long ago.
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Blessed be the Lord

« To bless the Lord « ‘He has visited us’

is to speak well of is more than just
Him, & in this case stopping by for
it is the Lord God awhile to visit,
of Israel. as in talk.

It is a Hebrew expression that means that
God has come with good intent, for carrying
out favorable action. ‘To redeem’ was used of
bringing Israel out of the bondage in Egypt &
He will redeem Israel for the coming kingdom.
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Blessed be the Lord

« To bless the Lord « ‘He has visited us’

is to speak well of is more than just
Him, & in this case stopping by for
it is the Lord God awhile to visit,
of Israel. as in talk.

It is a Hebrew expression that means that
God has come with good intent, for carrying
out favorable action. ‘To redeem’ was used of
bringing Israel out of the bondage in Egypt &
He will redeem Israel for the coming kingdom.
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Horn of salvation?

* A‘horn’ is an Old » Both Joseph & Mary
Testament figure of were of the house
speech that means of David, as we’ll
‘strength’ or ‘power’. see in chapter 3,

¢ So speaking of a which means that
horn of salvation the baby conceived
means strong or in Mary will be the
powerful salvation. promised Messiah.

2 Samuel 22:3, “My God, my rock, in whom | take
refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation...
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No fear because of God’s
faithfulness to His promise

« God will defeat ¢ All the salvation,
Israel’s enemies safety & security &
& Israel will live in living without fear
safety & security has an end goal,
because of God’s & that is to:
faithfulness to His » “Serve Him without
promises to Israel fear, in holiness and
through Abraham. righteousness”

This tells of the coming kingdom, when Christ will
reign as King of Israel & over the Gentile nations.




[image: image25.png]Luke 1:76-79

John the Baptist
» John the Baptist will + Where the words

be the one who will about Jesus focus
prepare the way of on Christ’s second
the Lord, & will not coming & on the
compete with Him. Millennial Kingdom...

The words about John the Baptist focus on
Christ’s first coming & John preparing the way

for Jesus as the one by Whom we who believe
have the forgiveness of sins.
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John the Baptist:
from birth to beginning ministry

» Having been born » John the Baptist

about 6 BC, John began his preparing
the Baptist grew, the way ministry
moved from the about 28/29 AD.

hill country of + The people would
Judah into then have an

the desert, answer to, “What

& he became then will this child

strong in spirit. turn out to be?”
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In this passage...

* When Elizabeth’s
baby is born, will it
be a boy or a son?

* Why will Zacharias
& Elizabeth astound
everyone by break-
ing with the naming
tradition among the
Jews?

When Zacharias
finally is able to

speak, what will

he say?

What will be said
for the third time in
Luke chapter 1 that
only Dr. Luke wrote
in Luke & Acts?
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As we continue
Investigating Jesus...

» Could Caesar » Did Mary ride
Augustus really on a donkey to
command that a Bethlehem?
census be taken « Did Mary become
of all the inhabited the mother of God,
earth? the mother of the

* Why would Joseph Son of God, or the
& Mary both have mother of Jesus

to go to Bethlehem Christ the Son
from Nazareth? of Man, or...?
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Luke 1:69; 2 Samuel 7:16 





Luke 1:76-79; Malachi chapter 4
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