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As we continue
Investigating Jesus...

» Could Caesar » Did Mary ride
Augustus really on a donkey to
command that a Bethlehem?
census be taken « Did Mary become
of all the inhabited the mother of God,
earth? the mother of the

* Why would Joseph Son of God, or the
& Mary both have mother of Jesus

to go to Bethlehem Christ the Son
from Nazareth? of Man, or...?



[image: image2.png]Matthew chapters 1 & 2; Luke chapters 1 & 2
Matthew & Luke are the gospels
that give us details about Christ’s birth

¢ Matthew tells us ¢ Matthew & Luke

about the magi. both provide their
« Luke tells us about unique & compatible
the shepherds. accounts in the first
— two chapters, & both
A memory aid: start the 3 chapter

* Matthew 2: magi

with the ministry of
* Luke & 2: lambs

John the Baptist.

%1 A Lambs remind us of shepherds.
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The conception & birth of John
is the main theme of Luke chapter 1

» Dr. Luke’s gospel
is the only one to
focus on the birth

of John the Baptist.

Elizabeth, Mary’s
relative, is given to
finally bear a son
in her old age, who
is six months older
than Christ.

Dr. Luke began his
unique pattern of
reporting a miracu-
lous conception,
healing, or raising
to life of an only
son or daughter:

Luke 1:24:; 7:12;
8:42 & 9:38 (see
1 Kings 17:8-24).
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Gabriel reveals to Mary,
& she visits Elizabeth for three months

* While most of Luke
chapter 1 focuses
on the conception
& birth of John
the Baptist, verses
26-56 tells about
Gabriel revealing
to Mary that she
would bear the
Messiah.

Gabriel also reveals
to Mary that her
relative Elizabeth
would also bear a
son in her old age.

So Mary visited her
relative Elizabeth &
stayed with her for
three months before
heading home.
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Augustus Caesar

» Born the year that * He was also the

the Roman army first one to have
invaded Israel (63 the adoption of sons,
BC), Augustus making him Caesar.
Caesar was the « It was he who put his
founder of Rome friend Herod the (not
as an Empire & its so) Great as King of

first Emperor, ruling Judea (37-4 BC).

from 27 BC until his
: * He was very proud of
death in 14 AD. his many censuses.



[image: image6.png]Luke 2:1-3

How Jesus came
to be born in Bethlehem

* In the 1stthree » Augustus Caesar
verses of Luke 2, doesn’t care about
Dr. Luke gives us inconvenience or
the big historical hardship, nor any
context for Jesus’ special conditions.
birth: « Taking a census

* A mandatory was an empire-wide
Roman census, Roman practice,
ordered by the but the census was

Emperor himself. implemented locally.



[image: image7.png]Luke 2:1; Acts 11:28; 17:6; 19:27; 24:5; Romans 10:18

“...all the inhabited earth.”

» Some have » Though there were
said that Luke other civilizations
was mistaken in & people groups
describing this outside of the
census as being Roman Empire,
required in “all the the Romans them-
inhabited earth”, selves discounted
but those who anything outside of
say so are the Roman Empire.

mistaken. * Dr Luke was right.
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[image: image9.png]Luke 2:2; protos as ‘before’ in John 1:15, 30; 5:7; 10:8

Quirinius

* Problem: Herod » Various ideas have
died in March of been proposed for
4 BC, & the only how this problem
known time when can been resolved,
Quirinius was one idea being that
governor of Syria Quirinius must have
was in 6-9 AD. alsoruledin 10-7 BC.

The best proposal seems to be that protos
should be translated ‘before’ instead of first’.

So, Luke 2:2 would read, “This census took
place before Quirinius was governor of Syria.”
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Quirinius’ census
was just a disaster

¢ Quirinius’ census ¢ Dr. Luke even wrote
in6 &7 AD was so about that census

badly done that a & the rebellion that
rebellion began that the infamous census
was remembered started, as recorded
for decades. for us in Acts 5:37.

Dr. Luke, being quite aware of Quirinius’
disastrous census would have been saying

that the census that had Joseph & Mary go
to Bethlehem was the one before Quirinius’.
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But when they heard this, they were cut to the quick and
intended to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a
teacher of the Law, respected by all the people, stood up in
the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short
time. 35 And he said to them, "Men of Israel, take care what
you propose to do with these men. 36 For some time ago
Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a group of
about four hundred men joined up with him. But he was killed,
and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing.
37 After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the
census and drew away some people after him; he too
perished, and all those who followed him were scattered. 38
"So in the present case, | say to you, stay away from these
men and let them alone, for if this plan or action is of men, it
will be overthrown; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able

to overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting
against God."

| Gamaliel was Paul's rabbi, when Paul was known as Saul. |
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Everyone?

» Again, some have < But Dr. Luke did not
thought Luke was mean everyone in
mistaken, because the Roman Empire,
the Roman census but rather everyone
was typically not under Herod'’s rule
done by sending was required to go
everyone to the to the home of their
home of their ancestors, to be
ancestors. registered.

Moses first took a census by tribe (Numbers 1).
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To Bethlehem they go!

» Joseph & Mary, » Joseph’s lineage
by either one’s from David is in
lineage, were both Matthew 1:1-17, &
descended from Mary’s lineage from

David, so they were David is in Luke
both going to go to 3:23-38 - all four of

Bethlehem, even the gospels, Acts,
though Mary’s time Romans, 2 Timothy
to deliver her baby & Revelation all

was imminent! agree on that.
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Dr. Luke is very specific

» Joseph, who was » So Joseph went up
legally engaged to from Galilee (~700’
Mary, took her with below sea level) to
him to Bethlehem, Bethlehem (~2500°
the city of David, above sea level),
which is right where which was in Judea,
Micah 5:2 said that about 4 to 5 days
the Messiah was journey, likely going
to be born, seven down the Jordan
centuries before. Valley first.
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[image: image18.png]Micah 5:2-5a
"But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Ruth 4:11
Too little to be among the clans of Judah, Tribe of David
From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. Messiah
His goings forth are from long ago,

From the days of eternity." Deity
3 Therefore He will give them up until the time
When she who is in labor has borne a child. Israel, birthpangs

Then the remainder of His brethren

Will return to the sons of Israel.

4 And He will arise and shepherd His flock John 10:11, 14
In the strength of the Lord, Jeremiah 31:10
In the majesty of the name of the Lord His God.

And they will remain,

Because at that time He will be great King of Israel

To the ends of the earth. King of kings & Lord of lords
5 This One will be our peace. Isaiah 9:6
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What just happened?

* Mary, who had a « But he was also to
virgin conception as be the Christ, the
a work of the Holy long-promised
Spirit nine months Messiah, in His
earlier gave birth to second coming
Jesus, meaning that to earth.

He was to be the + From eternity past
Savior, in His first to eternity future He
coming to earth. is the Son of God.

The Son of God also became the Son of Man.
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As we continue
Investigating Jesus...

» Could Caesar » Did Mary ride
Augustus really on a donkey to
command that a Bethlehem?
census be taken « Did Mary become
of all the inhabited the mother of God,
earth? the mother of the

* Why would Joseph Son of God, or the
& Mary both have mother of Jesus

to go to Bethlehem Christ the Son
from Nazareth? of Man, or...?



[image: image21.png]Luke 2:8-20

In next Sunday’s passage...

* When the angel * |s the baby said to
appears to the be Savior, Messiah,
shepherds, & or Lord?
then many + Do the shepherds
angels, do the find Jesus & Mary
angels sing or & Joseph the same
do they speak? time as the magi do?

Was the angel announcing the good
news for everybody in the world,
or just for the people of Israel?
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