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In today’s passage...

* When the angel * |s the baby said to
appears to the be Savior, Messiah,
shepherds, & or Lord?
then many + Do the shepherds
angels, do the find Jesus & Mary
angels sing or & Joseph the same
do they speak? time as the magi do?

Was the angel announcing the good
news for everybody in the world,
or just for the people of Israel?
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Same old — same old... almost

» Shepherds would
keep their watch
over the flocks as
they had for many
centuries, & as
David himself had
done before he
was anointed king
(Genesis 35:19; 1

Samuel 16:11-13).

» Shepherds spent
lots of time with the
sheep: protecting,
guiding, leading,
seeking pastures &
waters, selecting
paths, correcting
the path of some,
rescuing, mending
wounds & illnesses.
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Lambs can be cute, but the
shepherds... not so much!

¢ So far as most of « So their social skills

the folks in town & social appeal to
were concerned, most people were
the shepherds ...not so appealing.
spent weasasasay + Most folks did not
too much time hold shepherds in
with the sheep. very high esteem.

But there may have been something about
these shepherds that was very special...
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Bethlehem was close to Jerusalem

¢ Since Bethlehem « If so, the birth of

was close to the God’s once & final
Jerusalem temple, Lamb in the town
it is likely that these nearby would be
shepherds raised huge, momentous
lambs for use in the news to them all
temple ceremonies — fulfilling what the
& animal sacrifices. sacrifices pictured.

No other generation of shepherds had
heard an announcement quite like this one!
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An angel of the Lord appeared

» As with most angels + These shepherds

in Scripture, we were not scared
don’t know this easily — they had
angel’s name. seen many fierce
« But as with most predators in their
appearances of day, & fully armed
an angel, this is Roman soldiers
going to scare the riding by from
daylights out of Jerusalem &

these shepherds! from Herodium.
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The glory of the Lord shone

» Glory is the radiant  + So through the

essence of who angels God’s glory
God is. was being declared,
« God’s eternal revealed, & shared
purpose is such that God
to declare & would be g|0rlfled
to reveal & » So the angels would
to share His say, "Glory to God
glory, so that He in the highest..."

may be glorified. Luke 2:14.
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The birth had just taken place

» The shepherds
were told in such a
way that it was clear
that they were to
search for the child.

» But they were not
told to look for him
at ‘the inn’, but to
look for ‘the newest
kid in town’...

who would be
wrapped tightly in
cloths, & particularly,
lying in a manger.
With ~800 homes &
~3000 inhabitants,
plus many out of
town guests, this
was going to be

a real challenge.



[image: image8.png]Luke 2:13-14

“...there appeared with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host...”

» And all these great » Though the angels

many angels were are often pictured
saying, “GlorytoGod & sung about as if
in the highest, and they were singing,
on earth peace all that it says is that
among men with the angels, in great
whom He is number, were all
pleased.” ‘saying’ these things.

The shepherds seem to have said nothing
until the angels went back to heaven.
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Why not just one angel?

* Why would * Yes, one angel
God have sent a would have been
multitude of angels enough to get the
to these lowly message across
shepherds? to the shepherds,

+ Wouldn't just one but apparently God
ange| be enough to wanted to let these
get the message shepherds know
across to these that this was a

shepherds? really big deal!
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Let’'s go straight!

« As soon as the
angels had left, the
shepherds went to
Bethlehem, with
obvious excitement,
& Dr. Luke did not
record the reaction
from the town folk
to these excited
shepherds.

But what is clear is
that the shepherds
did find the newborn
infant Jesus, & His
mother Mary & His
father Joseph.

As others heard
what the shepherds
had been told, they
wondered.
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The shepherds told
what had been told to them

» The shepherds told + All of those listening
Mary & Joseph & just wondered &
the others gathered marveled at what
around the manger had been told the
that the angel had shepherds.

appeared tothem .« \Was it because

& told them the shepherds were
things we just read told, or because
in verses 10-12. of the content?

| “...a Savior, who is Christ the Lord...” |
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« Savior e ‘Christ’ * ‘Lord’
e ‘Jesus’ e G: Christos « G: Kurios
« G:lesous * H: « H: Yahweh
« H: Y’shua HaMashiach ' o
i < Anointed One » No definite
* Godis : article, so
Savior ¢ Messiah character
* Pointsto + Pointsto « Points to
His first His second ) '
His eternal

coming, coming, X
to save to reign deity
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Treasured, pondering

» Mary treasured
these moments —
she placed a high
value on them.

« The miracles that
had come about in
the last nine months
was only the begin-
ning of events &
moments of value.

There was a great
deal for her to think
about as well:

This tiny baby
would mean
momentous &
immense things
that she was only
beginning to ponder
in her heart!
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One wonders how long it was
before these shepherds could sleep

* Imagine if you were + How will the life of

one of these this child unfold?
shepherds... « Savior, Messiah,

* Why had these Lord... & born in
angels told us — such lowly status!
lowly shepherds! « How long would it

* How will these be before you could
things be fulfilled? sleep?

The shepherds glorified & praised God!
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In today’s passage...

* When the angel * |s the baby said to
appears to the be Savior, Messiah,
shepherds, & or Lord?
then many + Do the shepherds
angels, do the find Jesus & Mary
angels sing or & Joseph the same
do they speak? time as the magi do?

Was the angel announcing the good
news for everybody in the world,
or just for the people of Israel?
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Questions for next Sunday:

» Did Mary & Joseph  + Did Simeon say, “...

bring Jesus to the a sword will pierce
temple on a whim, your own soul...”

or because they to Joseph & Mary,
were compelled orjust to Mary - &
to bring Jesus to why would he say
the temple on a these words to the
particular day? one or ones he did?

Was Simeon necessarily old, or was it
Anna who was old — or was it both of them?
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