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Questions this Sunday

* Will Joseph & Mary + Why didn’t Joseph
go to Jerusalem just & Mary notice that
for Passover & then Jesus wasn’t with
head back home to them when they
Nazareth the next were first leaving
day? Jerusalem?

Why did Joseph & Mary find Jesus
only after searching for Him in
Jerusalem for three days?
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Joseph & Mary held to the Law

» The Law of Moses  + Joseph & Mary,

required the Jews since they went

to observe the every year, even
Passover, which though they had
was the first day to travel for about
of the Feast of four days each way,
Unleavened Bread were conscientious
(Leviticus 23:4-8). observersofthelLaw.

Jesus was born under the Law so that
we could be redeemed from the Law.
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Joseph & Mary held to the Law

“But when the fullness of the time came,

God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,

born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem
those who were under the Law, that we might
receive the adoption as sons.” Galatians 4:4-5
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Adoption of sons

» Adoption as sons » Julius Caesar
was a new process initiated it by
originated in Roman adopting the
law in order for a man who became
Roman Emperor known as Augustus
to be assured of Caesar, as a
having an heir part of his will
to the throne. document.

Starting with Augustus, five men in a row
became emperors by the adoption of sons.
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%’ Key word in Galatians 4:5

» adoption as sons (KJV: adoption of sons):
son + placing, or son + position

+ If there ever was a statement of our position

in Christ, this is it! (see also Ephesians 1:5
& Romans 8:15, 23, 24)

» By Roman law the adopted son had a
position far better than any natural-born son:

» A full heir, irreversible, the adopted son was
legally severed from any prior sonship (see
Ephesians 2:2; 5:6 & Colossians 3:6)
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The consequences of

adoption under Roman Law:

1) The adopted son
lost all rights in his
old family & gained
more rights than a
fully legitimate son,
in his new family

2) He became

an heir to his new
father's estate, even
if other sons were
born afterwards

3) The old life of

the adopted son was
completely wiped out,
so that the adopted
son was regarded as
a new person entering
into a new life

4) The adopted
son was literally &
absolutely the son
of his new father
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Joseph & Mary were ‘just right’

» Joseph & Mary * While there was no
were ‘just right’ manual for how to
as parents for raise the Messiah
Jesus, because & the Savior of the
they observed world, Jesus was
the Law care- born & brought up
fully, but were under the Law so
not caught up in that we could be
the wrong focus redeemed from

of the Pharisees. the Law of Moses.
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The ‘Hallel: Psalm 113-118

* Psalm 113-118
was traditionally
sung by Jews as
they made the last
leg of their journey
up to Jerusalem,
which in this
case was from
about Jericho
to Jerusalem.

¢ This was the

prelude to Jesus’
so-called ‘triumphal
entry’, since they
would sing (Psalm
118:26;Luke 13:35),
“Blessed is He
Who comes in

the name of

the Lord.”
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day of the Feast of \ Unleavened Bread
Unleavened Bread & Firstfruits
(Leviticus 23:4-8)

Weeks
(Pentecost)

Passover &
the Feast of
Unleavened
Bread were
at times used

Trumpets interchangeably
Tabernacles Atonement (Luke 2:41-43).
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Jesus James Joses Jude Simon Salome Mary

Since Jesus was born of Mary as a virgin (Matthew 1:23, 25; Luke 1:27, 34),
Joseph was not the biological father of Jesus, as he was of Jesus’ other
siblings. So Jesus was properly a half-brother to these siblings.

Jesus’ brothers did not believe in Him until after Christ was resurrected (John
7:5; Acts 1:14).

James and Jude, actually Jacob and Judas, were the authors of the New
Testament books by those names.

The names James, Joses, Jude & Simon are given in Mark 6:3, as is the fact
that Jesus had sisters. The names Salome and Mary are from documents
outside of Scripture, so the names and number of Jesus’ sisters has less
certainty, though the names and number may be accurate.

Of Jesus’ brothers, James is the one about whom the most is recorded,
including John 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; 1 Corinthians 15:7; Galatians 1:19; 2:9,
12; James 1:1, Jude 1, and in the writings of Josephus. An ossuary box from
New Testament times has been found with the inscription, “James (actually
‘Jacob’), son of Joseph, brother of Jesus”. After careful investigation, and
even a public trial, it appears to be genuinely that of James, the brother of
Jesus.
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Jesus was twelve years old

« Jesus was twelve * So while the biblical
years old at the time  account does not
of this event, & that mention the other

would very likely children, that might
mean that Joseph be a part of why

& Mary had most Joseph & Mary

if not all of their would ‘lose track’
children by then. of Jesus.

So many Jews would go & come to
the Feast that it would be a caravan.
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A day’s journey

* When people are on + Having assumed
foot, a typical day’s that Jesus would

journey would be travel among their
about 20 miles. relatives & friends,
« It would be about they discovered
four days to go that this was n.Ot a
from Jerusalem good assumption,
back to Nazareth, & that they would

but in settling down ~ have to go back
the first night... to find Jesus.
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Count them: five days

» The one day going  + But then to take

to the first camping up three more days
spot & then the searching for Jesus
return trip back to was way over the
Jerusalem would top!

take up two days « Five days were
that were not at taken up in the

all anticipated. search for Jesus!

And four of those days had likely been
with a fair amount of stress & near panic.
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They found Him!

» Afterthree days of + So Jesus was in
searching for Jesus the colonnade along

in Jerusalem, they the perimeter of the
finally found Him courtyard listening
in the temple. to & also asking

« The word that Dr. questions of the
Luke used for the teachers, who
temple meant that were the most
this was the outer knowledgeable

courtyard. in all of Israel.
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Responsible at age thirteen

« While the ‘bar » So Jesus, at age
mitzvah’ was a later twelve, was not only
tradition, by New ahead of the Jews’
Testament times tradition, but was
the age of thirteen sitting in the role of
was, by tradition, a disciple, listening
the age when a & asking questions
young man was of Israel's teachers

counted responsible  of the Law of
to comply with Law. Moses.
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Amazed, understanding, answers

* The Greek word » The word translated
for ‘amazed’ in ‘understanding’ is to
this passage is the have ‘insight’—more
same one that Dr. than the usual level
Luke would use of of understanding.
the parents when . AndJesus also gave
Jesus raised their them answers, imply-
daughter from the ing that He asked
dead (Luke 8:56; them questions they

see also 24:22). just couldn’t answer!
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Astonished!

» Joseph & Mary » They had been
were astonished looking for three
(different Greek days for Jesus in
word than ‘amazed’ every possible
in verse 47) when place they could
they found Jesus in imagine — likely
the temple court- going to homes
yard among the & guest rooms in
teachers of the places they had

Law of Moses. been before.
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Why?

» Not realizing that
Jesus would see
His presence at

the temple, among
the teachers of the
Law as the natural
place for Him to be,
Mary asked Jesus,
‘Son, why have you
treated us this way’?

» Then she
expressed the
emotional distress
that she & Joseph
had been going
through as they
had returned to
Jerusalem & had
been looking
for Him.



[image: image19.png]Luke 2:48-50

My Father's house

» Jesus would * And Jesus’ would
use the term, also use the term,
‘My Father’s House’ “My Father’s House”
just two more times: to refer to heaven,

in John 2:13-17, where Jesus had
at the cleansing come from & where
of the temple. He would return.

The earthly temple, being an illustration
of the heavenly temple, would allow, “My
Father's house” to apply to both places.
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The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. 14 And He found in the
temple those who were selling oxen and sheep
and doves, and the money changers seated

at their tables. 15 And He made a scourge of
cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with
the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the
coins of the money changers and overturned
their tables; 16 and to those who were selling
the doves He said, "Take these things away;
stop making My Father's house a place of
business." 17 His disciples remembered

that it was written, "Zeal for Your house

will consume Me." (from Psalm 69:9)
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Inconceivable!

» Jesus’ response ¢ Further, the
was inconceivable teachers of Israel
to Joseph & Mary. were right there in

« Mary had just called ~ the midst of them.
Joseph His father, * To call God, ‘Our

so Jesus’ earthly Father’ was allowed,
father's house but to call God, ‘My
was in Nazareth, Father’ would have

not Jerusalem. been blasphemy!
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Jesus went down
with Joseph & Mary

» Jesus went down » Being in subjection

to Nazareth with to His earthly father
Joseph & Mary. & mother was also

+ He was continuing a part of being under
to be in subjection the Law of Moses,
to His parents as since Jesus was to
He grew, just as honor His earthly
He was aiso in parents according
subjection to His to the Law (Exodus

heavenly Father. 20:12).
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But Mary treasured all these things, pondering
them in her heart.

Luke 2:33-34

And His father and mother were amazed at
the things which were being said about Him.

Luke 2:40

The Child continued to grow and become
strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace
of God was upon Him.

Luke 2:51¢-52

...His mother treasured all these things in her
heart. 52 And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with God and men.
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A lot to ponder & treasure

» Even though Mary  + Though there were

& Joseph were many surprises in
aware of the many the past, & more to
prophecies of the come, & as Simeon
Old Testament said, ‘a sword will
regarding the pierce even your
Messiah, there own soul’, there
was a lot of detail was still much to

yet to be revealed. treasure as well.
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Two observations

« Either Dr. Luke was <+ While Jesus

able to talk directly had increased in
& personally with wisdom & stature
Mary, or he was as a human being,
able to gather as Mary’s son, as
these points the eternal Son
from someone of God He didn’t
who knew her change at all, at

very well. any time.
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Questions for next Sunday

» Why did Dr. Luke » If a person is
give the year within baptized for
the reign of Tiberius repentance,

Caesar plus the are that person’s
names of six other sins then forgiven?
political appointees  « \When John was

to give the date of done, was every
the beginning of ravine filled & was
John the Baptlst’s every mountain &

public ministry? hill brought low?













Luke 3:1-9
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