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In the 15t year of
the reign of Tiberius Caesar

¢ Tiberius Caesar, « So Jesus & John
the 24 emperor to were born under the
receive the adoption  reign of Augustus
of sons, reigned Caesar & both of
from 14 AD to 37 them carried on
AD, so his 15t their ministry under
year of reign was the reign of Tiberius
about 29 AD. Caesar.

So why does Luke list six other political
figures if Tiberius Caesar is enough?
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Six other political figures
» Pontius Pilate was  + Herod Antipas’ half

governor of Judea brother, Herod Philip
from 26-36 AD. I, was tetrarch of

« Herod Antipas was lturaea & Trachonitis
tetrarch of Galilee from 4 BC to

from 4 BC to 39 AD. 34 AD.

Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene from
14 AD to 29 AD. The high priesthood
of Annas was from 6 AD to 15 AD &
Caiaphas was from 18 AD to 36 AD.
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« Phannias ben Samuel 67-70
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Questions for this Sunday

» Why did Dr. Luke » If a person is
give the year within baptized for
the reign of Tiberius repentance,

Caesar plus the are that person’s
names of six other sins then forgiven?
political appointees  « \When John was

to give the date of done, was every
the beginning of ravine filled & was
John the Baptlst’s every mountain &

public ministry? hill brought low?
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Why list six more names?

* There was no * The naming of
dating system seven political
in which to place figures & their
events & people in domains shows the
chronological order. historical reality of

 Dr. Luke shows the events Dr. Luke
great care in getting ~ records, as well as
the titles & details the relevant political
right, in a system environment for the

that had no pattern. ~ people & events.
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Where?

¢ Luke 3:3, < John was called
“...around the John the Baptist in
Jordan...” Matthew, Mark &

- Matthew 3:1, Luke, & he was
“..inthe wilderness ~ known to be in &
of Judea...” around the Jordan

« Mark 1:5 River, & Herod

Antipas, tetrarch
of Perea, arrested
John (Luke 3:19).

“...baptized by him
in the Jordan
River...”
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Baptism of repentance
for forgiveness of sins?

» Baptism in water by
immersion as an
outward symbol
of identifying with
John’s message
of repentance,
which is changing
one’s mind so as
to end in belief,
resulting in action.

Jesus’ own baptism
would be different

in meaning, & the
baptism Jesus told
the disciples to carry
out was different still.
Changing one’s
mind was what
brought forgive-
ness of sins.
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Crying in the wilderness

» The voice of » They came out to
one crying in the John the Baptist in
wilderness certainly such numbers that
fit John the Baptist. that Luke describes

« John did not go those who came as

into Jerusalem as ‘crowds’ (Luke 3:7).
a street preacher, but »+ John did not make
rather lived out in the  for ‘convenient’
wilds, & many, many repentance by
people came to him.  where he was.



[image: image11.png]Luke 3:4-6

What's with all the road
reconstruction references?

* In ancient times » So thatis what is
roads were clean- described of John
ed up & even as prophesied in
reconstructed in Isaiah 40:3-5 &
advance of the quoted in all four
coming of royalty of the gospels,

& nobility. including Luke.

John was preparing the way for
the coming of the King of Israel.
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All flesh will see the salvation of God

» Take note of Dr. * We'll also see
Luke’s pattern: that salvation is

« Dr. Luke was not something that
a Jew, but rather a comes from God.
God-fearing Gentile. * Human beings, as

e As we proceed to Dr. Luke _presents,
investigate Jesus in ~ do not bring about
the gospel of Luke their own salvation,

we'll see the gospel ~ but believe in the
as “for all flesh”. salvation of God.
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But when he saw many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to
them, "You brood of vipers, who warned you

to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore
bear fruit in keeping with repentance; 9 and

do not suppose that you can say to yourselves,
"We have Abraham for our father'; for | say to
you that from these stones God is able to raise
up children to Abraham. 10 The axe is already
laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire."
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You brood of vipers!

* An equivalent » Jesus Himself
expression might be  would call these
something like, “You same men by the

bunch of snakes!” exact same term

« John was not afraid ~ (Matthew 12:34;
to tell the truth & 23:33).
openly challenge » John next had a
the actions & shocking message
character of any for these Pharisees

who came to him. & Sadducees.
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Who warned you to flee...?

» The prophets of the + But John could
Old Testament had apparently tell that
long warned about these Pharisees &
coming wrath upon Sadducees were
Israel & the nations, coming out to John

ultimately shown as fire insurance’ &
in the seven year external ritual rather
Tribulation period. true repentance.

Like snakes moving away from an advancing fire,
these just wanted to escape judgment by ritual.
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Bear fruit in keeping with repentance

¢ Actions must be
consistent with
professed belief.

» This was a frequent
message among
the Old Testament
prophets, from John
the Baptist, & it was
maintained also by
James.

The Pharisees were
the culture heroes
of that day & time,
& people generally
admired them &
listened to them.

But John saw their
inconsistency, as
did Jesus, & spoke
out about it.
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There are many

false gospels in our day

* “I’'m better than * ‘| invited Jesus
average” into my heart”

* “| try to be a good * “You've got to
person” confess every

* ‘I made a single one of
commitment your sins or you
to Christ” won'’t be forgiven”

The gospel to be believed: “Christ died for your
sins, was buried & rose again on the third day.”
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Judgment is coming

* It was against the » But any tree that did
Law of Mosestocut  not bear fruit was a
down a fruit-bearing candidate for cutting

tree (Deuteronomy down.

20:19, 20). + John speaks as if
» That was a picture these Pharisees

of a fruit-bearing & Sadducees are

person. prime candidates!

Judgment in Scripture is often pictured
with land management & agricultural terms.
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Questions for this Sunday

» Why did Dr. Luke » If a person is
give the year within baptized for
the reign of Tiberius repentance,

Caesar plus the are that person’s
names of six other sins then forgiven?
political appointees  « \When John was

to give the date of done, was every
the beginning of ravine filled & was
John the Baptlst’s every mountain &

public ministry? hill brought low?
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Questions for next Sunday

* When John the » Did John the Baptist
Baptist tells the threaten to directly
people how they carry out judgment
ought to live, is on those who came
he telling them to him with open
how to be saved hypocrisy & un-
or to stay saved? repented sins?

What did John say that got him in trouble
with one of the rulers in Luke 3:1 because of a
relationship noted on page 2 of today’s handout?
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