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The best of the best!

» The Sadducees, * The typical Jewish
& especially the mindset, of course,
Pharisees, were focuses on doing &
thought of by most not doing things, so
as the best there the people in the
was in all of Israel. crowd begin asking

« If John the Baptist John a series of
calls them ‘a brood questions, starting
of vipers’ then how with, “Then what

will anyone do better?  shall we do?”
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And the crowds were questioning him, saying,
"Then what shall we do?" 11 And he would
answer and say to them, "The man who has two
tunics is to share with him who has none; and
he who has food is to do likewise." 12 And
some tax collectors also came to be baptized,
and they said to him, "Teacher, what shall we
do?" 13 And he said to them, "Collect no more
than what you have been ordered to." 14 Some
soldiers were questioning him, saying, "And
what about us, what shall we do?" And he said
to them, "Do not take money from anyone by
force, or accuse anyone falsely, and be content
with your wages."
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"If there is a poor man with you, one of your
brothers, in any of your towns in your land
which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall
not harden your heart, nor close your hand from
your poor brother; 8 but you shall freely open
your hand to him, and shall generously lend him
sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks...

10 You shall generously give to him, and your
heart shall not be grieved when you give to him,
because for this thing the Lord your God will
bless you in all your work and in all your
undertakings. 11 For the poor will never cease
to be in the land; therefore | command you,
saying, "You shall freely open your hand to your
brother, to your needy and poor in your land.™
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The poor

» The Law of Moses » So John the Baptist
told the Jews how was simply telling
they were supposed  the Jews to share
to deal with the poor  what they had with
among them, & that those who didn’t
was to be generous have the basics:
with them, from the adequate food &
heart, trusting that clothing, which is
God would bless in this case an
them in return. undergarment.
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The undergarment

« The custom in Israel
in New Testament
times was to wear
an undergarment,

& if a person had a
spare & it was cold,
to wear two of them
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John taught the Law of Moses

» John the Baptist * The complexities,
had several kinds distortions & loop-
of messages, & holes invented by
those included the the Sadducees &
straightforward Pharisees were in
living out of the sharp contrast to
Law of Moses. John’s simplicity.

John’s teaching focused on the living
out of the Law of Moses, before God
& in relationship with others.
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Tax collectors were
the worst kinds of traitors

» Though it was » Tax collectors were
against the Law known for taking
of Moses to tell money above what
a lie, the rabbis was required by
reasoned that it the government.
was allowed to « But these particular
lie to a Roman tax collectors were
tax collector. repentant_

John, unlike many Jews, would
actually talk to a (repentant) tax collector.




[image: image9.png]Luke 3:14

These soldiers were...

« These soldiers were <+ The soldiers would

likely not Roman often assist the tax
soldiers nor were collectors in taking
they likely Jewish money by force,
temple guards. often making false

« Most likely they accusations for a
were the Jewish cut of the extra
soldiers working taxes the collectors
for Herod Antipas. would gain.

Soldiers were well-known to gripe about their pay.
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So John answered them

< John told these ¢ Likewise, these
soldiers who came soldiers were not
to him that they to accuse anyone
were no longer falsely in order to
to take money make them more
by force. fearful & pay more.

John also told the soldiers to be satisfied
with their pay, rather than doing unlawful
things to supplement their usual pay.
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Is John the Messiah?

» Since John was » The people even
so extraordinary wondered if John
& outspoken, & was the Messiah.
many were * In John 1:19-25
desperate to John denies being
have Rome the Messiah, Elijah
off their backs, (Malachi 4:5-6) or
the people were the Prophet that
hoping John would Moses wrote about
be God'’s solution (Deuteronomy

for Israel. 18:15-18).
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Mightier than |, higher than |

» By telling the crowd
that someone who
is coming will be
mightier than he,
John is denying
that he is the
Messiah, because
nobody will be more
mighty than the
Messiah.

Untying sandals &
washing of feet was
something the very
lowest slave in a
household would
do.

Compared to the
One who is coming,
John could not be
His lowest slave.
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| baptize, He will baptize

» The people had
heard & seen that
John baptized
in water, which
symbolized that
they had identified
with & responded
favorably to John’s
message of
repentance.

But the One who is
coming will baptize
with the Holy Spirit
& with fire.

There are four main
views as to what is
meant by Christ
baptizing ‘with

the Holy Spirit

& with fire’.
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In that day the Branch of the Lord will be
beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth
will be the pride and the adornment of the
survivors of Israel. 3 It will come about that he
who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem
will be called holy--everyone who is recorded
for life in Jerusalem. 4 When the Lord has
washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion
and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from
her midst, by the Spirit+ of judgment and the
Spirit+ of burning...

+ Capitalized per NIV note, Buksbazen, Motyer
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Winnowing, chaff & fire

* The prophets used + The prophets also
God winnowing as a  used chaff & fire to
picture of judgment: picture judgment:

Isaiah 41:16 Isaiah 33:11
Jeremiah 15:7; 51:2 Psalm 1:4-6

Baptism with the Holy Spirit & with fire,

therefore, refers to the judgment of Israel
at the end of the Tribulation period.
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Which gospel did John preach?

* In this passage
John preached
the gospel of
the kingdom,
aswas written
of John the
Baptist in
Matthew
3:1-2.

» But he would
also preach
the gospel of
substitution,
that is, the
Lamb of God
would die in
our place
(John 1:29, 36).

The words, ‘the people’ refers to those of Israel.
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Oh, that Herod family!

» Herod Philip I had  + John was arrested
married his niece, when he publically
Herodias. condemned Herod

« Herod Antipas took  Antipas for taking

Herodias away from  Herodias away
his brother. from his brother,

« Herodias had a Herod Philip Il.
daughter who was ¢ On Salome’s dance,

named Salome. Herodias told her to
ask for John’s head.
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All the wicked things
which Herod Antipas had done
+ Aside from taking » Harold Hoehner has

Herodias away from  written a 400+ page
his brother, Herod book detailing all of

Philip Il, Herod the evil things that
Antipas had done Herod Antipas had
a number of other done, & providing

wicked things, historical contexts
which none of the & for the people &

gospels detail. places involved.
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Questions for this Sunday

* When John the » Did John the Baptist
Baptist tells the threaten to directly
people how they carry out judgment
ought to live, is on those who came
he telling them to him with open
how to be saved hypocrisy & un-
or to stay saved? repented sins?

What did John say that got him in trouble
with one of the rulers in Luke 3:1 because of a
relationship noted on page 3 of today’s handout?
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Questions for next Sunday

* How many Bible
books include or
make reference
to John baptizing
Jesus?

+ If we are baptized
after we are saved
by faith, does Jesus’
baptism mean the
same thing?

Why does the Bible
include so many
long genealogies?

Is the genealogy in
Luke the lineage
of Christ through
Joseph, oris it the
genealogy of Mary,
Jesus’ biological
mother?
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Questions for this Sunday

* When John the » Did John the Baptist
Baptist tells the threaten to directly
people how they carry out judgment
ought to live, is on those who came
he telling them to him with open
how to be saved hypocrisy & un-
or to stay saved? repented sins?

What did John say that got him in trouble
with one of the rulers in Luke 3:1 because of a
relationship noted on page 3 of today’s handout?
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