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The Spirit * In Luke 4:1, Jesus

is “...full of th
* In each of the first :_s|o|y Supir(i)t___”_e

four chapters of Dr. | In Luke 4:1 Jesus
Luke's gospel the is also “...Ied
Spirit is involved in around by

the birth, growth & the Spirit...".

start of ministry as, « |n Luke 4:14 Jesus
He fills, leads & is “...in the power

empowers. of the Spirit...”.
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Synagogues in the first century
* In 1996 Richard A.  + As reported just 2'2

Horsley wrote that weeks ago, archae-
Luke was wrong ological excavations
about synagogue have revealed a syn-
buildings in Jesus’ agogue in Magdala
time, claiming that that dates from the
there were no syn- time of His ministry
agogue buildings & was likely a place
in Israel at the time. where Jesus spoke.

Archaeology, History & Society in Galilee, ch. 6
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Synagogues
» The synagoguewas + The synagogue

not mentioned in became a Jewish
the Law of Moses, religious center, &
but it developed also a social center,
as a tradition with & a place of carry-
traditions of its own, ing out civil law &
in the centuries judgments among
before the time the Jews. Eachone
of Christ. was independent.

The synagogue did not replace the temple.
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Praised by all

* Initially, Jesus was  + The picture of Jesus’
not only accepted early ministry in the
in Galilee but was region of Galilee is
very well received. that Jesus also was

« Dr. Luke connects healing & preaching
that up with Jesus the gospel of the
teaching in the klngdom, which was
synagogues, & amessagethe Jews
that is true. were eager to hear.

We’'ll see the healing & gospel in Luke 4:31-44.



[image: image6.png]Luke 4:16

Nazareth...
where He had been brought up

» Except for a brief * He had been

time in Bethlehem brought up under
after his birth, & his mother & father
then a brief time in a small-town

in Egypt, Jesus Jewish setting,

had spent more having learned
than 30 years in the carpenter’s

the little town of trade before, it
Nazareth (a few appears, Joseph

hundred people). had died.
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As was His custom

+ It was traditional » The synagogues in
that the Jews would Galilee were mostly
gather at the local inclined toward the
synagogue on the sect ofthe Pharisees
Sabbath. rather than toward

« It was traditional the Sadducees, who
as well for the did not believe in a
synagogue to coming Messiah nor
welcome a rabbi did they believe in a

passing through. resurrection.
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He stood up to read

» As avisiting rabbi, + Reading in the

Jesus would be synagogue would
welcome to read be done by a man
from the Old who would be
Testament scrolls standing up, with
orto read & also one’s head cover-
teach on the ed out of respect
passage or a for the words of
related subject. Scripture.

Scripture scrolls would be both valued & valuable.
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The synagogue ruler & his attendant

» Synagogues were » The attendant (Luke
locally managed, 4:20) would be one
typically having one who was delegated
man designated as to manage all of the

the ruler or official scrolls, keepingthem
(Luke 8:41, 49; always well cared
13:14), responsible for & in good hands.
for managing the « He would hand the
synagogue by scroll to Jesus &

delegation. then take it back.
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¢ In Luke 4:1, Jesus

¢ iri is “.._full of the
isT Zeosnp;a;__ » Holy Spirit...”.
P * In Luke 4:1, Jesus
* From chapter 1 is also “...led

through chapter 4 around by

we have continued  the Spirit...".
to see Dr. Luke’s * In Luke 4:14 Jesus

emphasis upon is “...in the power
the Holy Spirit from of the Spirit...".
the conception + In Luke 4:18, “The
of Christ into His Spirit of the Lord

time of ministry. is upon Me..”
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The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,
because the Lord has anointed Me to bring
good news to the afflicted; He has sent Me to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty
to captives and freedom to prisoners; 2 to
proclaim the favorable year of the Lord

This part is about Christ's 15t coming, & is
the part that He read that day in Nazareth.
‘Me’ three times provides for Christ to say
that it is referring to Himself, & being
‘anointed’ refers to Him as ‘the anointed one’,
which is the meaning of ‘Christ’ in Greek
& ‘Messiah’ in Hebrew.
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Isaiah 61:1-7 timeline

The emphasis in Isaiah 61:1-7 & in

Luke 4:18-19 is the Gospel of the Kingdom,
rather than the Gospel of Substitution.

Luke 7 Year Millennial
4:18-19 Tribulatior} Kingdom

Isaiah 1t A 2nd New
Coming Us Coming | Heavens

Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah & New

Earth

61:1-2a 61:2b 61:2¢-7
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More about time gaps that
are not immediately apparent

» There are a great * The term that has
many other Bible been applied to these

passages where
the “time gap” —
sometimes large
— is not readily
apparent in the
passage but is
apparent from

many such passages
is called “prophetic
postponement”.

* More info at:

the fulfillment.

www.worldofthebible.com

then click on: “Resources”,
"Prophetic Postponement”
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Afflicted: invisible & visible

* We should keep in
mind that Isaiah’s
words here, which
were the very words
Christ read, were
spoken to the
people of Israel

» But there are also
applications to us!

Are we not in this
world afflicted?

Are there not
many among us
who at least were
brokenhearted, if
not still mending?

Weren't we captives
until we believed?
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The favorable year of the Lord

* In the year of » Jesus is coming
Jubilee, the slaves proclaiming release
were set free & the from slavery to sin
debts were forgiven & the indebtedness
(Leviticus 25). of sin.

The favorable year of the Lord
is a time when God'’s
grace & mercy are shown.
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Hey, wait a minute!

» Jesus had notlong + Jesus had come
before left Nazareth back to Nazareth for
to begin His ministry  a visit, after a brief

in Galilee from the absence, & now
city of Capernaum people are starting
(Matthew 4:13). to recognize Him.

The townsfolk are starting to think,
“‘Hey wait a minute! Isn’t this guy the
town carpenter — the son of Joseph?”
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\We like what He read, but...

¢ These townsfolk « What’s more, He
were happy with hadn’t come doing
what Jesus read, the signs & wonders
but they could not that He had done in
believe that this Capernaum, & He
carpenter, who was knew they were
Joseph’s son, was going to expect
actually the long- them, to overcome
promised Messiah! their disbelief.

“An evil and adulterous generation
seeks after a sign.” Matthew 16:4
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No Prophet is welcome
in his own hometown

» Familiarity & hard * Now that the long-

hearts together promised Prophet
make for a bad had come the towns-
reception to the folk in Nazareth
prophets whom were doing as

God had sent Jews had done
over the years. for many years.

The Jews seemed to suffer from
‘the expert from afar’ syndrome
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Elijah, Ahab & Jezebel

+ Elijah was sent » The king & queen
to the northern in Israel during the
kingdom of Israel, time of Elijah were

which had no good Ahab & Jezebel,
kings — all the kings who were the most
& queens of Israel wicked rulers in all
were evil. of Israel’s history.

God had Elijah tell Ahab that it would not rain

in Israel until Elijah himself allowed it to rain.
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Now Ahab the son of Omri became king over
Israel in the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of
Judah, and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over
Israel in Samaria twenty-two years. 30 Ahab the
son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord more
than all who were before him. 31 It came about,
as though it had been a trivial thing for him to
walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
that he married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal
king of the Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and
worshiped him. 32 So he erected an altar for Baal
in the house of Baal which he built in Samaria.

33 Ahab also made the Asherah. Thus Ahab did
more to provoke the Lord God of Israel than all
the kings of Israel who were before him.
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Elijah had to flee Israel

+ Elijah was sent * Good & godly
to the northern prophets were
kingdom of Israel, slaughtered, &

which had no good Elijah himself
kings — all the kings was forced to
& queens of Israel flee & leave
were evil. Israel.

So God sent Elijah to minister to the Canaanite
widow in Zarephath, performing miracles of
supply of food & raising the widow’s son.
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The only leper Elisha cleansed

* While the northern ¢ But Naaman the

kingdom of Israel Syrian officer was
had many lepers, cleansed of leprosy
not one of them at the direction of
was cleaned of Elisha, by washing
the disease, since seven times in the
the Jews could be Jordan River.
healed only ifthey  « Naaman the Gentile
obeyed the Law acted in faith, but

(Exodus 15:26). the Israelites didn't.
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Why Jesus said these things

e Jesus at times ¢ Just as the Jews
refused to do of the time of the
miracles for the northern kingdom
Jews because: of Israel were all

« Jesus was not evil at heart, so
carrying on His Jesus knew that
ministry just to these of the town
put on a show of Nazareth were
orto impress evil at heart want-

people. ing more ‘proof’.



[image: image24.png]Luke 4:28-30

This happened many
times in Jesus’ ministry

» The people who » Though they

heard Jesus & were intended to push
at first speaking Him off a cliff to kill
well of Him rather Him, Jesus avoided
quickly turned into that outcome, by

a murderous mob. slipping away.

Though this is the first event of Jesus’
ministry in which the Jews tried to

apprehend &/or kill Jesus, it will
not be the last, as we will see.
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Since God knows
everything in advance

¢ Since God knows ¢ Since God knew

in advance who will that Ahab & Jezebel
respond favorably would reject the call
to Jesus’ message to repent & the clear
& miracles, why signs of judgment,
doesn’'t God only why does God even
spend time & effort bother with sending
on those who will a powerful & faithful

respond favorably? man like Elijah?
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Questions for this Sunday

« When Jesus visited ¢ When Jesus read in

His hometown of the book of Isaiah,
Nazareth, were all why did He stop in
of them speaking the middle of a
well of Him? sentence?

When in the end the townspeople
wanted to kill Him, why didn’'t Jesus

just let them do it, so that He could
die for our sins like He’d planned?




[image: image27.png]Luke 4:14-30

Why didn’t Jesus just die early?

« Jesus had to < Jesus had to select,
finish preaching train & prepare the
the gospel of the disciples for the
kingdom to Israel. ministry that was

« Jesus had to fulfill ahead of them.
all the prophecies » Jesus had to build
about His first His church, which
coming & about was established
His death, burial by the apostles

& resurrection. whom He chose.
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Questions for
next Sunday

» Jesus’ ministry in
Capernaum sure
seems to have
started off well.
Did it end well?

* Were there many
demons in the man
at the synagogue,
or just one demon
in the man?

Why did God allow
the demons to run
loose on the earth
instead of getting
rid of them - & who
are they anyway?
Was Jesus pleased
to have the demon
call Him ‘the Holy
One of God’?

Should we in the
body of Christ have
any concern about
the demons?
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