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What did * Titus 1:10-12,

Jesus say? “For there are
many rebellious
* The New American men, empty talk-
Standard has Jesus ers and deceivers,

telling the demon, especially those

“‘Be quiet...”. of the circumcision,
+ The Greek word 11 who must be

means literally silenced...”

“Be muzzled!”, * The word translated

expressed as ‘silenced’ means to

an imperative. cover their mouths!



[image: image2.png]Artist’s reconstruction of
Capernaum in New Testament times
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[image: image4.png]Luke 5:1-2; Matthew 4:23; 9:35; Luke 16:16
The Word of God
gave them the word of God

» Jesus taughtinthe -+ Jesus, in these
synagogues, as we earliest of times

have seen, but He of His ministry was
would also teach teaching the gospel
out in the open, of the kingdom to
to crowds of Jews. the Jews.

Later, & often just among His disciples, He would
tell about the gospel of substitution, which, we’ll
see, the disciples did not begin to understand
until after Christ’s resurrection from the dead.
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The crowd was pressing

* When we get to
Luke chapter 8
we’ll again read
about the crowds
pressing in around
Jesus. Earlyin
Christ’s ministry
the crowds press-
ing against Him
was common.

Luke, however,
brings this up only
when it is relevant
to the events he

is describing.

In this case, Jesus
is being pressed
into the water, &

it was also harder
for Him to be heard.



[image: image7.png]Luke 5:1-2; Matthew 4:21; Mark 1:19

The life of a Galilean fisherman

e Peter, Andrew, « Because the nets
James & John were all visible in
were fisherman, the daylight, the
working along fishermen would
the north shore of cast their nets at

the Sea of Galilee, night, washing &
here also called the mending them in
lake of Gennesaret. the early morning.

Washing was to remove mud or organic material,
& mending was to repair tears, mostly from rocks.
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Then there was everything else to do

* Once the fish were
caught & brought to
land, the fish had to
be sorted out, since
the Jews could only
eat fish with scales
& fins (see above).

* Anything else was
sold to the Gentiles.

* And the fish were
sold in one of three
forms: fresh fish,
only sold locally
(John 21:9-11, 13),
salted & dried (John
6:9-11), ormadeinto
a paste & fermented
(John 21:5).

| The fishermen then slept during the day. |
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The boat solution / opportunity

* Moving into Simon’s + But movingintothe

boat would provide boat also provided
a better location to another opportunity
address the crowd, to deeply impact
without His being Simon (aka Peter
pressed into the & Cephas), Andrew
water & in order James & John, who
for Him to be would become His
heard better disciples, & later

by everyone. His apostles.
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Teaching the people from the boat

« While the content ¢ The reason that Dr.

of the teaching is Luke does not even
not stated at all, all mention what Jesus
indications are that is teaching at this
Jesus was teaching point is because his
more on the gospel focus is on Jesus’
of the kingdom for preparation of these
Israel, rather than four fishermen to
the gospel of become His

substitution. disciples.
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Jesus, the unconventional rabbi

» Jesus’ soon-to-be
disciples, as well as
Nicodemus (John
chapter 3), called
Jesus a rabbi.

¢ The Jews had
numerous traditions
for rabbis & their
disciples.

Jesus would follow
some of those same
traditions & then He
would also do & say
things that no other
rabbi did or said.

As we go through
the gospel of Luke
we will discuss these.
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If you really want to catch
a lot of fish, listen to a carpenter ©

» The disciples had
fished all night
when the fish
couldn’t see
the net in the
dark, & they were
tired, discouraged
& still just as poor.

» They didn’t even

have one fresh fish.

< And now Jesus had

waited until the sun
had come up, & the
fish would certainly
be able to see the
nets, which these
four fishermen had
just washed (& they
had just mended
their nets, t00).
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We worked hard all night
» The disciples no » But they caught

doubt used their no fish at all - none.
training, experience . Jesus words might
& hunches, along have sounded like a
with hard work, carpenter who was
moving the boat naive about fishing.

into various places,
& casting & drawing
the nets repeatedly.

* You can understand
Simon’s reluctance
to comply.
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Upon Your word
| will let down the nets

¢ But Simon doesn’t « So on the advise

protest too much, of a carpenter this
saying, literally, fisherman is going
“...upon the to let down the nets,
word of You & have his fishing

| will let down partners do the

the nets”. same.

The four fishermen, likely still tired &

discouraged, prepare to follow through
on the carpenter’s fishing advice.
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The nets are all on the shore

» Keep in mind that
the nets are all on
the shore, & these
fishermen, after just
washing & mending
the nets, have to
load the nets back
into at least the one
boat Simon will use,
& possibly both.

» By taking the nets

back out to the
boat(s) they risk
having to wash &
mend them all over
again, & since we
know how this story
ends, they will have
to at least mend the
nets.
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A great quantity of fish

» The picture we get  + But the very first
is that Peter was in cast yielded a great

one boat with an quantity of fish — so
unnamed partner, much so that the

& there were at other partners didn’t
least a couple other need to cast their
fishing partners in nets at all — Simon
the other boat, needed help!
nearby & likely « They used baskets

ready to cast. to load the fish.
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This was so good it was really bad!

* Imagine their
excitement at
realizing that they
had so many fish
that they would
have to use baskets
to move the fish into
both boats, &... just
holding the fish nets
up was tearing them.

But the situation
gets so good that
it gets even worse!

Having worked
vigorously to
distribute the
massive catch

of fish between
the two boats,
both were sinking!
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You, too, might have a good problem

» The disciples had » But catching nothing
worked hard all the after all that hard
night before & they work just provided
had caught nothing. God’s opportunity.

Then the huge quantity of fish both
ripped the nets & nearly sank the boats!
We need to keep these things in mind, in
that God might be doing something very
intentionally with our disappointments,
struggles & even apparent successes.
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What's really going on
isn’t always what’s going on

* Was it God’s intent
for these four
fishermen to just
have a bad night
of working hard,
for nothing, followed
by a morning in
which they rip their
nets & nearly sink
the boats with fish?

If we just look

at things on the
surface we can

end up with those
emotional extremes
& just stop there.

But the emotional
experience & our
reaction isn’t what
God is looking for.
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God is looking at
the long-term spiritual outcome

* Thesefishermen * The same is true
were given an for us: “God causes
experience that all things to work
certainly put them together for good
through emotional to those who love
extremes, but the God... He... pre-
emotional extremes destined to become
were to help them conformed to the
on the way to being image of His Son...”

disciples & apostles. - Romans 8:28-29
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Not your ordinary rabbi

» Simon had likely » Jesus was no
recognized that ordinary rabbi,
Jesus’ teaching & in fact he saw
was different, & Jesus as sinless
he was likely quite deity, whereas
grateful that Jesus Simon saw him-
had healed his self as sinful &
mother-in-law, unworthy of the
but this event Lord’s holy

had told him... presence!
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Stunned fishermen!

* Dr. Luke is telling us + Whatever exhaust-

that the fishermen ion or discourage-
were, to use a ment they might
modern expression, have felt was not
‘blown away’ what they were

by what they feeling now that
experienced! fish filled the boats.

To add to their amazement, all these fish
had been caught in broad daylight, when
it was usually useless to fish with nets.
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A [big] change of occupations,
coming right up!
» Jesus could have » But instead Jesus

just let them all said, “Do not fear,
be amazed at from now on you
what happened, will be catching

& left it at that. men.”

* OrHe could have * So though they
said to Simon, didn’t know all of
“You’re right, what this meant,
so | will go they would not

—seeyal” be catching fish.
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Did they just ‘drop everything’?

» With partnerships, » But it was well
families, boats, nets understood among
& all, they very likely the Jews that a

moved promptly to decision to be
put things in order a disciple was
to follow Christ as a really big
His disciples. commitment.

And the disciples of Jesus had not a clue
what was up ahead, because Jesus was
no ordinary rabbi, & His coming had
been planned in eternity past.
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Though following Jesus was prompt

» Though following » Though some of
Jesus was prompt, them would witness
it would take about Christ’s death, burial

three years to even & resurrection about
begin to understand three years later, it
what He had called would be more than
them to at the very twenty years before
beginning. they understood...

They, too, would be identified with Him in
those things, & someone who was at first
an enemy would explain it to them all.
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* When we first * But from there God
put our faith in the does so much from
gospel, that Christ that moment on that
died for our sins, we spend the rest of
was buried & rose our lives catching
again, we believed up to what He’s
just those things & already done
we were saved spiritually in
eternally. our hearts.

And at the outset we had no idea...
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