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There was a man
covered with leprosy

¢ Dr. Luke records
that Jesus was in
one of the cities,
certainly of Israel,
but not out in the
countryside.

* In this particular city
there was a man
who was covered
with leprosy.

We know today

that leprosy is a
bacterial infection,
& a combination of
antibiotics is used to
cure it.

But Dr. Luke knew
well that the tech-
nology of his day
could do nothing.
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Leprosy & the
Law of Moses & tradition

» Leprosy, because * Leviticus chapters

of the inability to 13 & 14 prescribed
distinguish one how to deal with
disease from leprosy & similar
another, likely appearing diseases
also included of the skin.
psoriasis, lupus, + The priests were
eczema & a few the ones to observe

other diseases, too. & judge these things.

In addition to the Law, there were also traditions.
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Not just socially cut off

* A Jew with leprosy  + Further, because
not only was cut off of passages like
from others socially, Exodus 15:26 &
but was cut off from Deuteronomy 28:60,

the religious life of it was assumed that
the people & nation a man with leprosy
of Israel. had sinned.

But since the leper was cut off from Israel’s
sacrificial system, the leper had no way
to cover his sins, even symbolically.
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He fell on his face
and implored Him

» This was not some + And it was also the
sort of accident, but beginning of an act

rather a deliberate of faith on his part.
act of humbling » The leper also
himself before implored Jesus,
the Lord. begging Him...

Expanded & explained: the man said, “Lord,
if You are willing, and you probably are, You
have the power and ability to make me clean,
so that the priest can pronounce me clean.”
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Jesus stretched out His hand
and touched him

» The usual manner » And when a leper

of a man with did go around other
leprosy was people he was to
to stay away wear old clothes
from the cities, & call out loudly,
in a leper colony. “‘Unclean, unclean”.

Others, hearing & seeing the leper, would
stay far away from him. But Jesus does the
opposite, reaching out & touching the man!
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When we were spiritually & morally
disgusting, Jesus touched us, too

» God’s holiness & » But out of His great
righteousness & mercy, love & grace
justice would not God reached out
tolerate & accept through Jesus to
our ungodliness, touch us & make
unrighteousness us whole, in Him.

& injustice, inthe  + \We were cleansed
days when we of that spiritually
were in Adam. fatal disease, sin.

In Christ, we were given a new spiritual history.
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Tell no one

« Jesus didn’'t need

a public relations
campaign, so He
told this now former
leper not to tell
anyone about his
being healed, but
to go to the priests
for at least three
purposes:

1) Going to the
priests would fulfill
the Law of Moses &
allow this man to be
restored to temple
services, & 2) allow
this man to be back
among the people
of Israel, removing
also the implication
that he had sinned,
& 3)itwas to be a
testimony to the
priests as well.
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Eveniif...

» Even if the leper » Jesus quickly solved
told no one, the health problems &
news about what demonic possession
Jesus said & did that were otherwise
went far & wide. beyond all hope.

And unlike the scribes & Pharisees,
Jesus taught with authority & certainty
& clarity. And Jesus would say things

that no rabbi would ever say. While not
being egotistical, He would make claims
no other rabbi would ever, ever claim.
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The crowds

* In the gospel of » Toward the end of
Luke we see the this book we see
words ‘crowd’ or the words ‘crowd’
‘crowds’ & it or ‘crowds’ take
generally has a on a negative role
positive sense, in the days before
except when we & during Christ’s
get towards the arrest, trial &

end of this book. crucifixion.
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Jesus slipping away

» Jesus slipping away + We had seen Him

from the crowds, & do this same thing
even away from His before in Luke 4:42,
disciples, was done “When day came,
in order for Him to Jesus left and went
have fellowship to a secluded

with His Father. place.”

This pattern would continue, as we’'ll see,
right up to the time of the crucifixion, when
fellowship with His Father would be broken.
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When He had come back to Capernaum
several days afterward, it was heard that He
was at home. 2 And many were gathered
together, so that there was no longer room,
not even near the door; and He was speaking
the word to them.

Mark 2:1-12 & Luke 5:17-26 (& Matthew 9:1-7)
describe the same event. And in that case
Jesus is speaking in Capernaum, and the
events in these passages appear to have
taken place in a house, & most likely in

Jesus’ own house (Matthew 4:13).
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He was teaching

» Jesus was teaching, -+ But the focal
& the indications we point in this
have from all four instance was
gospels was that at soon to be the
this point the gospel healing of a
of the kingdom was paralyzed man,
the central topic of who would not
His teaching & be brought in
preaching. through the door.
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Pharisees & teachers of the law

« ThePhariseeswere <+ Theteachers ofthe

the cultural heroes Law were usually
of the day, & the scribes, who spent
orthodox Jews of a great deal of time
our day generally copying the law &

credit the Pharisees making records in
with their founding. keeping with the law.

Most of these teachers of the law were in
alignment with the Pharisees, but not all of them.
Some were in alignment with the Sadducees.
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Several reasons for the Pharisees
& teachers of the law to be there

» Because Jesus’ » And the ability
teaching was to command the
different from demons to be silent,
the Pharisees & & to heal instantly
teachers of the any disease was
Law & because of course something
Jesus did & said to listen to & to
things different watch with one’s
from them, they own eyes — they

had to see & hear. had to witness it.
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These guys weren’t Bereans

« As Dr. Luke later < But these Pharisees
recorded in Acts & teachers of the
17:11, the Bereans law both corrupted
were more noble the Law of Moses,
because they & also failed to
examined the realize that Jesus’
Scriptures daily claims to deity
to see if what were valid & were

Paul said was true. being validated.



[image: image17.png]Luke 5:18-19

Digging through the roof
* Mark 2:1-12 has * These pictures

a parallel account show this event

of this event, & it taking place in the
indicates that the synagogue, but
four men carrying more likely this took
this pallet or bed place in a home
removed a part with one doorway
of the roof over & a flat roof having
where Jesus tiles set on top of

was standing. the beams.
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Who had faith?

* The men who
were carrying the
paralyzed man, &
the paralyzed man
himself, were all
exercising faith in
Jesus’ ability to
heal, & were
demonstrating
that faith.

In addition, these
men showed a lot
of determination &
& resourcefulness
& ingenuity.

We could even say
that they made an
opening in the roof
by faith in Jesus’
ability to heal.
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Did Jesus have to
see the man to heal him?

* In truth, Jesus » We’'re going to read
did not have to be about Jesus healing
present in the room someone from a
with the paralyzed distance when we
man in order to getto Luke chapter7
heal him. in our investigation.

But these four men & the paralyzed man
apparently thought that they did need to

get the paralyzed man into the room with
Jesus. That was how they showed faith.
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Seeing their faith?

* The four men » But in addition to
who brought the that, could Jesus
paralyzed man & actually see their
the paralyzed man faith - directly?

himself all exercised « Since Jesus knew
faith, & it was visibly  g|| of the hearts &

demonstrated by thoughts of people,
their bringing the He could see their
man to Jesus by spiritual conditions
making a hole & He knew all of

in the roof. their thoughts.
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As He passed by, He saw a man blind from

birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, "Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
would be born blind?"

Though Jesus answered by saying that this
man was born blind for the glory of God, these
verses reveal the connection that the Jews
would typically make between a person
sinning and disease, injury or defect.
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Friend, your sins are forgiven you

* To heal was  Jesus could have
to forgive sins, just directly healed
because of the the man without
Jewish connection mentioning forgiving
between sins & sins, but there was
disease, injury a reason that Jesus
or defect. forgave sins here.

With Pharisees & teachers of the law
present, Jesus would make a claim
to deity that they would reject.
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Who does He think He is?

* These Pharisees * And while these
& teachers of the men have their
law see Jesus as a logic right (“no
quirky outspoken one can forgive
rabbi who was not sins but God alone™),
trained inthe usual their presupposition
way, & who used is not right (“Jesus
to be a carpenter is just a man & He
in a nearby town. is not deity”).

Who is really committing blasphemy?
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They haven’t even said anything

* The Pharisees & » Jesus is healing &
teachers of the Law will heal because of
have not even said who He is, as fully
anything, yet, but man & fully deity.
they don’t have to. * \WWhat these men

» Because Jesus is see is just a man.
delty He knows all « But Jesus can
of what they are forgive sins, which

thinking before any will heal people,
ofthem saysaword.  pecause He is deity.
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"l kept looking in the night visions,
And behold, with the clouds of heaven
One like a Son of Man was coming,
And He came up to the Ancient of Days
And was presented before Him.
14 "And to Him was given dominion,
Glory and a kingdom,

That all the peoples, nations
and men of every language

Might serve Him.

His dominion is an everlasting dominion
Which will not pass away;

And His kingdom is one

Which will not be destroyed.
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Since forgiving sins equals healing

» Jesus could have » But the point Jesus
told the man that his makes is that He

sins were forgiven, has the authority
as He did at other as the Son of Man,
times, or he could givento Him by God
tell him that he was Himself, to both for-
healed & to get up, give sins & to heal,
pick up his bed & validating that He’s
walk. the Messiah.

The Son of Man is the Messiah.
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The paralyzed man isn’t

» The man was » But now he picks
paralyzed, but up his bed & walks
isn’t paralyzed home — while the
any longer. four men who had

« He was carried carried him spend
& lowered down the rest of the day
through the roof fixing the hole in

by four men. the roof ©.
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Struck with astonishment
& filled with fear

» One does not get » They did glorify God
the impression that & say, “We have

the people present seen remarkable

yawned, went home  things today”

& took a nap. « It will be interesting
* Instead, they to find out what the

were suddenly long-term outcome

astonished & they from this miracle will

were fearful to the be for the people of

max! the Capernaum.
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Does witnessing miracles
guarantee that a person will believe?

» If someone actually + Suppose that
witnesses a miracle dozens of people,

personally or has or maybe even
multiple sane & hundreds of people
sober people say witness a bodily
that they saw one, resurrection, &

& their stories are then testify of that
consistent, does that  resurrection, will the
guarantee that the one who listens to

person will believe? them believe then?
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