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Two parts to this passage

» The first part of this + Matthew 12:1-14
passage tells about & Mark 2:23-3:6
the disciples eating each contain parallel
grain from a field as accounts of these
was allowed by the same events.

Law of Moses. « The accounts differ
* In the second part, in some details, but

Jesus heals aman’s the differences are

hand that had be- compatible & are

come withered. not conflicted.
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It was just a Jewish snack!

» Jesus’ disciples * "When you enter
became hungry your neighbor's
as they were standing grain,
passing by a then you may pluck
grainfield, so the heads with your
they picked some hand, but you shall
grain by hand not wield a sickle
to eat it & take in your neighbor's
the edge off of standing grain."

their hunger. Deuteronomy 23:25
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This passage is
all about the Sabbath — sort of

» The topic that the * Now Jesus didn’t
Pharisees chose to try to counter the

oppose Jesus with Pharisees with

is the Sabbath, & anything like,
the Pharisees often “We're not under
made ‘keeping the Law but under

Sabbath’ the issue. Grace!”

Instead, we're going to see that
Jesus turned the issue from being
‘the Sabbath’ to being about who He is!
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Now the Sabbath was indeed part
of the Law of Moses — one of the 613
» God did indeed give + "Remember the

the Sabbath law to sabbath day, to
the Jews, as one of keep it holy. 9 Six

the 613, & the 4t days you shall labor
commandment of and do all your

the sacred ten work, 10 but the
commandments seventh day is a
that God wrote on sabbath of the

the stone tablets Lord your God..."

given to Moses. Exodus 20:8-10a
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And that’s another thing...

» But following inthe  + But Jesus always
typical pattern of the pointed the Jews
Pharisees, they had back to the original

come up with extra Law of Moses, &
laws to make sure turned away any
that one did not attempt to ‘tinker
break the Sabbath, with the Law of
by defining what Moses by adding
was counted as all the traditions

‘work’ (see list). of the Jews.
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‘Sabbath snacking’
is against the rules that we invented!

* But when the * This one incident
Pharisees saw this, was just part of the
they said to Him, steady stream of
[Jesus] "Look, Your verbal opposition,
disciples do what false accusation &
is not lawful to do Jewish arguments
on a Sabbath.” thrown at Jesus.

We’'ll eventually see that the Jewish
leaders are not satisfied with just words.
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Pharisees...
do you remember David?

« Jesus reminded the < Jesus, the blood
Pharisees that when descendent of King

David & his men David, was there
became hungry with His men, &
they came in & they were hungry,
ate bread in the so did that not also
temple, at a time take priority, & were

when Israel’'sleaders  not Israel’s leaders
were rejecting David  also now rejecting
(1 Samuel 21:1-6). Christ, son of David!
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And He was saying to them,
"The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath."

The term, ‘Son of Man’ comes from Daniel
7:13, & refers to Christ, the Messiah, as
He will come again at what we call His 2
coming. Christ here refers to Himself, as
He does in all four of the Gospels, as ‘the

Son of Man’. Then He says that He, the
Son of Man, is ‘Lord of the Sabbath’. He is
the one who has authority over the Sabbath,
& the Sabbath does not have authority over
Him. The issue is: who Christ is - always!
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As the crowds were increasing, He began to say,
"This generation is a wicked generation; it seeks
for a sign, and yet no sign will be given to it but
the sign of Jonah. 30 For just as Jonah became
a sign to the Ninevites, so willthe Son of Man be
to this generation. 31 The Queen of the South
will rise up with the men of this generation at
the judgment and condemn them, because she
came from the ends of the earth to hear the
wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something
greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of
Nineveh will stand up with this generation at

the judgment and condemn it, because they
repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold,
something greater than Jonah is here."
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“...something greater
than the temple is here.”

+ If the temple service + So the real issue is

& the temple bread not about details &
have exceptions to arguments about
the Sabbath, doesn’t  the Law of Moses,
Jesus, one who is but the real issue is
descended from about who Christ is!
David, &who will be « Christ is the | AM
the heavenly High who spoke to Moses
Priest, have an from the burning

exception, too? bush (Exodus 3:14)!
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Jesus is ‘greater than’,
& He is the Priest, Prophet & King

* In Matthew chapter + And in these same
12 Jesus tells them passages He also
that He is ‘greater compares Himself
than’ three times: to priests, a prophet

« Matthew 12:6:41,42  (Jonah) & a king
* In Luke 11:31-32 (Solomon), & Christ

He says it twice. is all three of those!

Priests, prophets & kings were all anointed,

& Christ is the anointed one (Gk: Christos).
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Israel & the Church:
Two peoples of God & Two principles

« The Israelites were + But for us that same
baptized into Moses, death on the cross,

but we have been which we shared

baptized into Christ. with Him caused us
« God Himself gave to die to the same

the Israelites the Law of Moses.

Law of Moses & e Law was their

Christ’s death on reigning principle

the cross ratified & Grace is our

their New Covenant. reigning principle.
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We have seen in Luke before

* In Luke chapter 4 * He spent the rest

Jesus cast out a of the Sabbath day
demon on the healing people who
Sabbath in a came to Him, & He
synagogue. cast out demons

« He then healed from others as well,
Peter's mother- choosing to do this
in-law of a fever. on the Sabbath!

Luke 4:40 says that Jesus cast out demons
& healed, “...while the sun was setting”.
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We will see in Luke

* In Luke chapter 13+ Then, in Luke

we’re going to see chapter 14, we’ll
that Jesus heals be reading about

a woman who is a man who is
doubled over & suffering from
cannot straighten edema — a fluid

up at all. swelling of the skin.

Jesus heals both of these people on the Sabbath
—the woman in a synagogue & the manin a
home, right in front of the Jewish leaders!
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Location, location, location!

» At this point Jesus + There is a man at

& His disciples & the synagogue who
the next encounter has awithered hand,
with the Pharisees & most likely all
shifts to another the people in the
location, whichiis synagogue knew or
a synagogue. knew of this man.

Jesus healing & casting out demons on
the Sabbath is ramping up to be a really
big issue, & Jesus isn’t backing down!
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Under the Law & traditions

¢ Under the Law of « So when the scribes
Moses, & traditions & Pharisees came

that were added to to expect that
the Law of Moses, Jesus was

the Jews viewed going to

it just as much a violate the
violation of the Law Sabbath, they
to break one as to were all ready to

fail to point one out pounce fast & hard
& punish for it. at Jesus healing!
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This brings us to a good point

* Wewho are inthe  + If we try to live by

body of Christ are the principle of law,

in a good place to we will likely end up
learn from this beholding ourselves
about how life & otherpeople, & be
should be lived. eager to find fault.

Having died to the law, we are
free to behold the Lord, & to let His
righteousness be lived out in us by faith!
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The Jews hadn’t said anything, yet

» Even though the » But they didn’t need
Jews were thinking to say anything at

that they would be all, because Jesus
looking to see if knew exactly what
they could accuse they were thinking
Him of working on before they said

the Sabbath, they anything, & He was
had not, at this point, going to heal on the
said anything. Sabbath anyway.
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Did you ever wonder...?

* Why didn’t Jesus, » Why didn’t Jesus
knowing that the just put a 24 hour
scribes & Pharisees delay ‘timer’ on the
would get upset & healing, so that they

make accusations, couldn’t accuse Him
just tell the people of healing on the

to come see Him Sabbath?

when the sunwent . Didn't healing cause
down, or come the them to stumble

next day. over Him?
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Get up and come forward

» Another question: + First, his getting up
couldn’t Jesus have & coming forward
healed the man with would be evidence
the withered hand of the man’s faith.
right where he sat? . gyt also, it would

« Of course He could! make Jesus’

+ So why have the healing of Him

man get up & come on the Sabbath
forward? more evident.
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And Jesus said to them, "l ask you,
is it lawful to do good or
to do harm on the Sabbath,
to save a life or
to destroy it?" [on the Sabbath]
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Good was allowed on the Sabbath

* The rabbis had
reasoned that the
Law of Moses had
‘loopholes’ for doing
good & necessary
things, like doing
something that was
medically necessary
to save a human life
on the Sabbath.

They even allowed
delivering a baby
on the day the baby
came, even if that
was a Sabbath.

Circumcision had to
be done on the 8t
day, & one could
rescue an animal
on the Sabbath.
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Jesus looked at them all

» Jesus, knowing
that these scribes
& Pharisees were
eagerly looking for
an opportunity to
accuse Jesus of
doing work on the
Sabbath, looked
at them all, giving
them opportunity.

But since He knew
what they were
thinking, & none
of them had a
response, it was
clear that they

had no answer to
Jesus’ question.

He said, “Stretch
out your hand!”
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Restored
* Rightthere in front « And, of course, the
of everyone, the scribes & Pharisees,
man’s hand was seeing this obvious
restoredto healthy miracle, repented &
appearance & full begged Jesus to
function - instantly! forgive them.

NOT!
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Way beyond slightly ticked off

¢ Dr. Luke does not + In fact, they were so
just say that these filled with rage that
scribes & Pharisees  they began discuss-
were a bit irritated. ing with one another

* He wrote that the what they might
scribes & Pharisees ~ do to Him, which
were filled with rage! ~ was alltalk, atfirst.

Eventually their plan to do something to
Jesus would result in Christ's death on
a cross, but He was not a victim.
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“...God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son...”

Galatians 2:20

“...the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself up for me.”

Ephesians 5:2

“...Christ also loved you and
gave Himself up forus...”

Ephesians 5:25

“...Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself up for her...”
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