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The sermon on the...

» One point of debate + Most likely it is

among those who the same place &
study the gospels is event, but Matthew
whether or not this wrote as a Jew for
is the same place & his very Jewish
the same event as audience, & Dr.
the Sermon on the Luke the Gentile
Mount as recorded wrote for his own

in Matthew chapters  audience of God-
5 through 7. fearing Gentiles.
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Dr. Luke edited down

¢ Matthew has
137 verses in this
sermon, while this
version in Luke has
only 30 verses.

* What did Dr. Luke
leave out of his
‘sermon on the
mount’?

Dr. Luke left out
much of the detail
about the Law of
Moses.

But it is important
for us to recognize
that Jesus is talking
only to Jews in the
land of Israel.
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Live now with a view to the kingdom

» Dr. Luke’s focus is  + Christ will also reign

on how the Jews as King of kings &
are to live now, Lord of lords over
with a view to the Gentile nations.
the kingdom. « The mistakes that
» The kingdom is the Christians make is
coming millennial to either say that it
kingdom in which all applies to us in
Christ will reign the church or that

as king of Israel. none of it applies.
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Comparison & contrast

* \We always have » \We compare what
to ask what was is the same for
directed to & another person
applies to us & or group, & we
what does not. contrast what is

« We determine different between
what applies to ourselves & another
us by the principle person or group.
of comparison & * We use Scriptureto

contrast. confirm everything.
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Four times ‘blessed’

* In Dr. Luke’s record + The pattern is

of the sermon on for the Jews to

the mount, there be blessed in the
are four times coming kingdom,
when Jesus by what seems like
says, ‘Blessed’. a negative, now.

Jesus presents seriously delayed gratification!
Embrace being poor, hungry, hated, ostracized,
insulted & scorned, for the years of this life before
the kingdom, & trade that for life in the kingdom.
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News to the Jews!

« What Jesus hadto + But for a Jew to

say was shocking think that someone
news to the Jews! would be blessed

» The Jews figured because they were
that if a Jew was poor & living under
well off, it was bad circumstances
because they was simply mind-
were blessed boggling!
by following * Then there is the

the Law. other surprise...
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My brethren, the enemy

* But those who will * And what will be
be making these the dividing point
Jews poor, hungry, between those who
hated, ostracized, are poor & hungry
insulted & scorned & hated and those
are not the Gentile who bring this
dogs, but their about?
fellow Jews « The point of division
- brethren! is the Son of Man!

| Christ is the central divisive issue! |
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Four times ‘woe’

» Afterfourtimes saying » But the kingdom

‘blessed’, Jesus says
four times ‘woe’.

* The woes are for
those who are rich,
well-fed, laugh, &
are well-spoken
of by others, now.

+ It’s all instant
gratification.

outcome for these
will not be good at
all —they just won’t
be in the kingdom at
all!

It will be as good as
it gets for them right
now — but not at all
later on.
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Those who opposed Christ

« Often the ones who <+ The Pharisees were

opposed Christ in the cultural heroes
what He did & said of the day - others
were the wealthy &, looked up to them.
well-fed, who were  « Theyrejected Jesus,
laughing at & look- in part, because they
ing down on Him, thought the Messiah

& were well-spoken would be very, very
of by others. pleased with them!
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What do you

value?

+ If following Christ is
of the greatest value
of all, then what is
ahead with Him
outweighs the
value of any &

all possibilities

& consequences

of following Him
right now.

» That principle of

value was true in
the Jewish context
back then, as it is
for us even now.

“For | consider

that the sufferings
of this present time
are not worthy to be
compared with the
glory that is to be
revealed to us.”

- Romans 8:18
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Those in the body of Christ

» Christ is ever the » As Christ presented
issue, & there may the possibility of bad
indeed be serious circumstances tothe
consequences to Jews who followed
being a believer Him, it might be the
in Christ. same with us.

Let’s not put things in the wrong order, though.
Some Christians have concluded from passages
like this that being poor is somehow automatically
more holy, & being rich is somehow automatically
unrighteous. Christ is the issue - always.
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But | rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at
last you have revived your concern for me;
indeed, you were concerned before, but you
lacked opportunity. 11 Not that | speak from
want, for | have learned to be content in
whatever circumstances | am. 12 | know how
to get along with humble means, and | also
know how to live in prosperity; in any and every
circumstance | have learned the secret of
being filled and going hungry, both of having
abundance and suffering need. 13 | can do
all things through Him who strengthens me.
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Behold Christ

* Believers in the * |t is the love of
body of Christ are money that is the
called to love & be real problem, &

occupied with Christ ~ not simply having
rather than to love it (1 Timothy 3:3
& be occupied with & 6:10; Hebrews

their finances, or 13:5; literally, ‘an
possessions or affectionate
circumstances - attachment

or the lack of them. to silver).
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Love your enemies

* The reclusive * Note that this is
Jewish group in the context of
known as the individual Jewish
Essenes did believers, & does
teach that one not address what
ought to hate is right in defense
his enemies. of oneself or others,

« But in this verse & orin the proper
Jesus taught just role of governments

the opposite! & nations.
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Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.
Respect what is right in the sight of all men.

1 Thessalonians 5:15

See that no one repays another with evil for
evil, but always seek after that which is good
for one another and for all people.

1 Peter 3:8, 9ab

To sum up, all of you be harmonious,
sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and
humble in spirit; © not returning evil for evil or
insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead. ..
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Some reasons why total pacifism
is not biblically supported

* |srael was to have a + In the gospels &
military, both initially  in the book of Acts

& as a continuing the Roman officers
force, & this was not are all shown in a
incompatible with favorable light, &

Godfightingforthem  neitherJesus nor
(Deuteronomy 23:9; the apostles said
Nehemiah 4:15-23). to quit the military.

See the supplements: ‘Centurions in the Gospels
& in the book of Acts’ & ‘Q & As on Government’
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Christ tells the disciples to arm for self-defense

Luke 22:35-36

And He said to them, " When | sent you

out without money belt and bag and sandals,
you did not lack anything, did you?" [Matthew
10:1-10, when Christ sent them out two by two
& only to their fellow Israelites] They said, "No,
nothing." 36 And He said to them, "But now,
whoever has a money belt is to take it along,
likewise also a bag, and whoever has no
sword is to sell his coat and buy one."

We’'ll address these issues more
when we get to Luke chapter 22.
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Hits you on the cheek,
takes away your coat

* In a Jewish context, <+ The principles that

in which Moses’ Jesus’ taught made
command was to good sense.

love your neighbor  « \we're going to

& to lend freely to see more of the
your fellow Jew, & principles reflected
not seek revenge in the Law of Moses
(LeVItICUS 19:17-18; in the verses just
Deuteronomy 15:8;  ahead — right now.

32:35)...
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| should be ‘an easy mark’?

+ What Jesus said * Butthereis a
was directed to parallel pr|_nC|pIe
believing Jews among us in the
among Jews, body of Christ &
all under the biblical direction
Law of Moses. to guide us.

¢ \We are to put a priority on caring for the body of
Christ over caring for the world (Galatians 6:10).

¢ Set conditions for support, including character,
& lifestyle, & calling the family to be responsible
(1 Timothy 5:1-16; 2 Thessalonians 3:10).
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How a Jew was to lend to Jews

» The Jews were to * A Jew might lend

lend money freely
to other Jews, &
they were not to
charge interest,
nor diminish what
they were going to
lend because they
anticipated the 7t
year write-off.

money one day &
write it all off the
next day.

Christian principles
would say to help
others, with the
church as priority,
setting conditions
for that help.
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God’s character

* The basis for * God is revealed as
the way the Jews massively merciful
were all to conduct to us in the body of
themselves among Christ (Ephesians
one another was 2:4-7).
out of God's « God’s character is
character, & to be lived out in us
the aspect in by the life of Christ
verse 36 being who indwells us

God’s mercy. (Galatians 2:20).
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"For through the Law | died to the Law, so that
| might live to God. 20 "I have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live
in the flesh [ live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

HUS
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