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The sermon on the...

» One point of debate + Most likely it is

among those who the same place &
study the gospels is event, but Matthew
whether or not this wrote as a Jew for
is the same place & his very Jewish
the same event as audience, & Dr.
the Sermon on the Luke the Gentile
Mount as recorded wrote for his own

in Matthew chapters  audience of God-
5 through 7. fearing Gentiles.
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Dr. Luke edited down

¢ Matthew has
137 verses in this
sermon, while this
version in Luke has
only 30 verses.

* What did Dr. Luke
leave out of his
‘sermon on the
mount’?

Dr. Luke left out
much of the detail
about the Law of
Moses.

But it is important
for us to recognize
that Jesus is talking
only to Jews in the
land of Israel.
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To judge or not to judge,
that is the question!

« Jesus tells His * Now, we have a
listeners that they really big problem!
are not to judge! « The Law of Moses

* We'll soon see that requires them to
Jesus is going to judge themselves
give us a priority & others!
for judging — who « And the next things
we're to judge first  that Jesus will give
& who we're to are the principles

judge second! of judging!
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"Do not judge according to appearance, but
judge [imperative] with righteous judgment.”

John 8:15-18 (see also John 5:30)

"You judge according to the flesh; | am not
judging anyone. 16 But even if | do judge, My
judgment is true; for [ am not alone in it, but |
and the Father who sent Me. 17 Even in your
law it has been written that the testimony of
two men is true. 18 | am He who testifies
about Myself, and the Father who sent

Me testifies about Me."
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What appears to be a conflict in
God’s word is a call to look carefully

* Human beings can + The Law of Moses
tend to embrace commanded that
things that conflict, Israelites judge, &
rather than examine Christ Himself used
the word even more the word ‘judge’ as

carefully to discern an imperative —
why the apparent ‘you must judge?l’
conflicts are there. —inJohn 7:24.

So Jesus must have a particular quality
of judging that He is telling them about.
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What preceded these two verses

* Luke 6:36, + Matthew 5:7,
“Be merciful, “Blessed are
just as your the merciful,
Father is for they shall
merciful.” receive mercy.”

James 2:13 says, “For judgment will
be merciless to one who has shown no
mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.”
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So what’s the issue with judging?

* We see fromthese  + Instead, judging is

passages that the to be just, righteous
judging that Jesus &true, &there must
is warning about is be an authority &
judging that is on responsibility fora
the surface - it is person to judge.
superficial - &itis  « The basis for judging
according to the must be out of God’s
flesh, being from a character, which

human viewpoint. includes mercy.
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Giving graciously

* Pressed down, » Then the generous
shaken together, seller would fill it
& overflowing? again to the top,

« Thesetermswere until the overflow-
used of a grain ing grain was fall-
purchase, where ing into the lap of
a generous seller the buyer.
would fill the » Giving generously
measure, press & graciously is also

it down & shakeiit... God'’s character.
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‘The golden rule’

* Luke 6:31 said, » The principle for all
“Treat others the of us church age
same way you want believers in Christ
them to treat you.” is, “Treat others

« The Sermon onthe  the way God has
Mount also says, in treated you.
effect, “Treat others + Ephesians 4.32,
the way you want “...forgive... as God
God to treat you.” ...has forgiven you.
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The blind leading the blind
* In Matthew 15:14 * The problem that

Jesus makes this the Pharisees
same statement, presented is that
& there it is in the they were judging
context of referring & giving in ways
to the Pharisees. that were wrong,

+ In Matthew 23:16- & being the Jewish
26 Jesus says that cultural heroes, they
the Pharisees are were leading many

blind - five times! astray with them.
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Like teacher, like disciple

» Especially in an oral + So this principle

culture, & without of the disciple
the availability of becoming like
printed books, the his teacher is one
disciple would pay for the disciples &
close attention to others to carefully

the teacher’s words. consider.

Jesus’ disciples would be like Him, but

the Pharisees’ disciples will be like them!
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There are disciples
& then there are disciples

* The Pharisees » The disciples of
had disciples who Christ during the
learned to be like time of His earthly
them, just as Paul, ministry called the
then called Saul, Christian believers
was a disciple of disciples throughout
the Pharisee who the book of Acts,
was called but they were the
Gamaliel. disciples of Christ.

We are ultimately disciples of Christ.
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Logs & specks

* These verses place
a priority on dealing
with sin — judging.
The one to judge

& deal with first
is oneself.

John 8:7, “He

who is without sin
among you, let him
be the first to throw
a stone at her.”

» The same principle
under Law is also
valid under Grace.

¢ In Galatians 6:1,
Paul has written,
“Brethren, even if
anyone is caughtin
any trespass, you
who are spiritual,
restore such a one
in a spirit of gentle-
ness; each one
looking to yourself,
so that you too will
not be tempted.”
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Fruit trees produce fruit
according to their kind

* Good & bad is from + There are two
the character of the applications of this
fruit's source & that principle in the lives
is consistent. of believers in Christ:

* Inthetime of Christ's + 1) False teachers
earthly ministry, the are fruitless (Jude
bad fruit came from 12), & 2) the Spirit
the bad trees, who produces good fruit
were the Jewish & the sin nature bad
leaders —Pharisees.  fruit (Romans 7:4, 5).
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Hebrew double names & titles

» One way of making + The hypocrites that

an emphasis in the Jesus is referring to
Hebrew culture is in Luke 6:46 say to
to say it twice: Him emphatically,
. Genesis 46:2, “Lord, Lord”, but it’s
“Jacob, Jacob...” all talk & there is no
. Luke 22:31, emphatic spiritual

reality in what they
are saying to Him
by calling Him ‘Lord’.

“Simon, Simon...”

« Acts 9:4,
“Saul, Saul...”
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Where do you build your house?

» This is the well
known passage
about building your
life upon the rock
rather than the
sand, in order to
remain standing
after the flood.

And, without a doubt, the flood will come.
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The wise man builds
his house upon the rock

* The pivotal issue » God is called the
is where the house Rock in several
is built. books of the Old

« The house built Testament, & Christ
upon the rock is is called the Rock
built on a solid in several books in
foundation. the New Testament.

And contrasting the wise & the foolish
is a common Old Testament &
New Testament theme.
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The foolish man builds
his house on the sand

» Building houses on  + But Jesus has not
sand, or of sand, is made this point for
actually pretty easy nothing!
to do- & kind of fun! . Houses on sand,

» For a time, it may however impressive
even look rather for a time, will fail, &
impressive! fail catastrophically!

There is an application of this principle
in Scripture for us in the body of Christ.
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There are some larger principles
to be drawn from this passage
* Even though Jesus + When we use the

was speaking to the word ‘principles’ it
Israelites in the land either refers to a

of Israel, who were fundamental truth or
all under the Law perspective or the
of Moses, we can way things work —
draw some critical sometimes both of
principles from the these definitions,
words He spoke to asisthe case with

them. this passage.
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Not everything in life & eternity
is gray-scale or inconsequential

* Not everything » God’s word reveals
in life & eternity to us what is of little
is gray-scale or consequence & also
inconsequential, what is not of little
& the things that consequence.
are not gray-scale .« The Bible tells us
or inconsequential what is important &
issues can take a what is not because

long time to become  God loves us, & all
evident & apparent.  wisdom is from Him.
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For us in the Church...

» Christ is the builder + You & | are part

(Matthew 16:18; of the building that
Hebrews 3:1-6) Christ is building.
& He is also the » You & | ‘build our
cornerstone house upon the
(EpheSIanS 220, Rock’ by p|acing

1 Peter 2:7). faith in Him.

We place our faith in Him for salvation
& for being built into a holy temple
in the Lord — He does the rest!
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