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Jesus & the centurion’s slave

» Both Matthew » So Jesus would
(8:5-13) & Dr. Luke have been entering
record this event Capernaum from
of Jesus healing a the west side of
centurion’s slave. town.

* The event begins * The centurion
when Jesus enters lived at the Roman
Capernaum right compound east of
after the Sermon Capernaum, close

on the Mount. to the upper Jordan.
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Highly regarded by him

¢ This slave who was <+ But for a Roman

deathly sick was centurion to highly
highly regarded regard a slave was
by the centurion. extraordinary, too.
* From the words of  +» And we are soon to
Dr. Luke it seems find out even more
like this man is an about the heart of

extraordinary slave. this centurion.

From Matthew’s account we
find that the slave is young.
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Luke is a doctor, but...

* Luke is a medical » But Jesus’ healing
doctor, but the had a 100% cure
technology of the rate, & the centurion
day did not offer is going to reveal
many good options his faith in Christ’s
when someone ability to heal his
had a serious highly regarded
illness that was slave, even at a
typically fatal. distance.

| Dr Luke knew this. |
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The centurion heard about Jesus
» The centurion had » Jesus had taught

contact with Jewish in that synagogue,
elders for a reason & had cast out a
we see in this very demon in that

passage, in that he synagogue &
had been the one to had healed
fund the synagogue Peter's mother-

construction for the in-law of a fever
Jews of the town of right near the
Capernaum. synagogue.

Then Jesus healed & cast out
demons until the sun went down.
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Earnestly implored Him

* The Jewish elders, + Rather, they

likely the elders in earnestly implored
the Capernaum Jesus to respond
synagogue, didn’t to the centurion’s
just casually ask request to heal
Jesus to consider his slave.

doing something + And there was a
about the deathly good reason Why
sick slave of the they were willing

centurion. to do this.
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He loves our nation

» This centurion was + Capernaum was a

an extraordinary poor fishing village
man indeed! of around 1500

« This centurion loved ~ Jéewish people,
the nation of Israell  but this Roman

« This is no ordinary centurion loved

them enough to pay

centurion. for their synagogue!

This centurion, was a God-fearing
Gentile (Acts 10:22; 13:43;17:4,17).
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Wow! What a man!

¢ The centurion did « The centurion was

not want to trouble also humble, not
Jesus with coming counting himself
to his house, which worthy to have
would have been a Jesus come
Gentile household. into his house.

And the centurion also recognized Jesus’
ability to heal his slave from a distance.
Finally, the centurion recognized Jesus’
authority, as a man of earthly authority.
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The crowd following Him

» Jesus’ progress had + But Jesus used

likely not been the the moment for
fastest, since there the benefit of His
was a crowd of disciples & the

people surrounding crowd that was
Him as He travelled.  following Him.

Jesus marveled aloud, so that all could hear,
that this God-fearing Gentile had expressed

a quality of faith that Jesus had not seen
among any of the people of Israel.
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Jesus did heal from a distance

» Jesus healed » By the time that the
the slave from a centurion’s friends
distance, just as the had gotten back to
centurion believed the centurion’s
that He could. house...

The young slave had already
been restored to good health.
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This was a counter-culture centurion

* The culture had told + And the culture had
the centurion not to also conveyed to
highly regard slaves  the centurion that

but to hold them in he must assert his
low esteem. authority & he had a
« The culture had right under Roman
also taught the law to compel Jesus
centurion to shun to come to his
humility, as a house if he wished

character defect. Jesus to come.
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Counter-culture
centurion

¢ The culture had

sent the centurion
the message that it
was just fine to hate
or be indifferent
towards the Jews,
& even to be cruel
to them & dishonest
with them, & to take
money from them.

The culture had
also communicated
to the centurion that
the authority of
Rome was of the
utmost importance
& that there was

no authority higher
than that of the
Roman government.

And faith was to
be placed in the
emperor, & any
other gods.
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Is the centurion’s character similar to
what is called for among Christians?
« What we find is « And one reason

that every aspect of we can easily find
character we see in those kinds of

this centurion is exhortations in the
also called for New Testament
among those letters is that those
of us in the were all qualities
body of opposite of what
Christ. the culture taught.

Christ is the example & the life within us.
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Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit,
but with humility of mind regard one another as
more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely
look out for your own personal interests, but also
for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6
who, although He existed in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form
of a bond-servant, and being made in the like-
ness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a
man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross.
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"For through the Law | died to the Law, so that
| might live to God. 20 "I have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live
in the flesh [ live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

HUS
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