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Dr. Luke writes uniquely

» Of the gospel * “the only son of his
authors, only Dr. mother.”
Luke writes about * “he had an on|y
singular family daughter”

relationships: * “he is my only boy”

Careful study of Luke & Acts shows that Dr. Luke
pays close attention to historical, geographical &
political details. And we will see that Dr. Luke
also pays close attention to personal details.
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Now as He approached the gate of the city, a dead man
was being carried out, the only son of his mother,
and she was a widow

Luke 8:41-42

And there came a man named Jairus, and he was

an official of the synagogue; and he fell at Jesus' feet,
and began to implore Him to come to his house; 42
for he had an only daughter, about twelve years old,
and she was dying.

Luke 9:38-39

And a man from the crowd shouted, saying, "Teacher,
| beg You to look at my son, for he is my only boy, 39
and a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly screams, and
it throws him into a convulsion with foaming at the
mouth; and only with difficulty does it leave him,
mauling him as it leaves."
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Drama: a valid aspect of the

interpretation of a passage
» At Holly Hills Bible  + And as we interpret

Church we take the words, verses &
great care in how passages & we find
we interpret the that they are quite
words, verses dramatic, it is valid
& passages of to bring out that
God’s word. dramatic aspect.

I’'ve just about gotten to the point that if 'm not
amazed, astounded, impacted & struck deeply
by the drama & potency of a passage,
| probably don’t understand it, yet!
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The gate of the city

* The gates of a city  + But the point of the
were places where gates of the city of
pivotal events took Nain is that taking
place, including the this man’s body
decisions of city outside the gates
elders, property & to be buried meant
legal transactions, that the death was
& judgments about real, & in human

crime & punishment. terms, final.

Another kind of pivotal event would take place.
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A dead man was being carried out

» Deuteronomy 21:23 + This statute of the

required that Law of Moses was
anyone who was applied to Christ
hanged not be left Himself - on the
there overnight but day that He was
be buried the same crucified He was
day he died. also buried.

The Jews extended that law to apply to all who
died. They were to be buried the same day,
unless it was a Sabbath.
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Died that very day

» This day was not » So this man’s body
likely a Sabbath, that was being
since the Jews carried out most
would have buried likely had died that
the man on the day very day, possibly
after Sabbath, & of anillness —
Jesus & the crowd though we’re not
& disciples would told - & the death
likely not have might have taken

travelled to Nain. time to come about.
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The only son of his mother, a widow
« We are not told that + Had this death been

that this woman, allowed to stand,
a widow, had any she would have
daughters, but the had a difficult time
implication is that ahead of her,

this only son of emotionally

hers was her last & financially.
immediate famlly « Her son could
member. show her ‘honor'.

That would have meant assistance & support.
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One large crowd
meets another large crowd
» The large crowd * The two large

headed into the city crowds, rather than
of Nain, which were colliding with one

the disciples & the another, were all
followers of Jesus, about to become
was about to meet witnesses of the

up with another event that was
large crowd that about to take place,
was coming out & we will soon read

of the city of Nain. about their reaction.
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He felt compassion

e So far as we know, <+ As Jesus faced
Jesus had not met difficult & tragic
this lady previously, situations He was
though as the divine  not unfeeling, nor

Son of God He were His feelings
knew all of the out of context.
details of her life + Even though the

& family history & situation was about
the death of her to change, He felt

one & only son. compassion.
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‘Do not weep”

* The reality of this + If Jesus had simply
situation would said, “Do not weep”
have made Jesus’ to thiswoman”, those
words, “Do not would actually have
weep’ rather been cruel words.
stunning, & + She might have
at least really, said, “You don't
really puzzling. understand!”

It is only what Jesus said & did immediately
afterward that made any sense at all.
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Came up... touched... said...

« Jesus had healed ¢ Then Jesus said,

the centurion’s “Young man, | say
slave from a to you, ‘Arise!”.
distance, but in « Now we could ask
this instance He the question, “Did
came right uptothe  the young manin
coffin & touched it. the coffin actually

» That motion caused hear Jesus tell him
the bearers to stop to arise — or did the

right there. body just respond?”
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The dead man sat up
& began to speak
* We ought to clarify  + For the young man

that by the time that to sit up right then
this young man sat would have most

up, & he began to certainly gotten
speak, he was no everyone’s
longer dead ©! attention!

What Dr. Luke recorded for our benefit
says that this young man spoke, but it
does not record what he said right then.
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Jesus gave him back

* It would appear that + So Jesus gave him
this young man had back to his mother

at first directed his meant that he was
attention to Christ, directed towards
the one who spoke her, but also that he

to him & raised him was restored to life
from the dead back for a renewed rela-
to this life. tionship with her.

Their lives would be different from
now on than if he had never died.
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Fear gripped them all — both crowds!

« ltis clear that there < This kind of fear is

are various kinds a realization of the
of fear in human awesome power of
experience — not Jesus Christ over
all fear is created the ultimate & final
equal. enemy: death.

Likely most if not all of those following
Jesus had seen Him heal & cast out
demons. That was wonderful, but this
was real different — resurrection!
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Who is He?
» Raising a body back + Since both Elijah &

to this life was most
certainly a most
astounding thing

to watch!

e But it was so
uncommon that it
raised the question,
“Who is this man?”’

Elisha had raised
individuals in the
past, it would be
natural for most
Jews to conclude
that this Jesus must
be another one of
the prophets!
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What has God done?

* ‘God has visited His + And that action
people’ —what does  of God is His

that mean? deliberate act to
« From the Old show love & care
Testament on into for His people by

the New Testament ~ His visit (visits,
unless it specifically ~ Visited, visitation).
means judgment, * ‘His people’ in this
then it means God case means the
acted favorably. people of Israel.
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Why would this news go to Judea?

» Nain is in the » So why would this
southern part of news go beyond
Galilee, still quite a the local district in
bit north of Judea, Galilee & all the
where Jerusalem way to Judea?
was located. « Jewish festivals!

Jews from the Galilee area would meet
along the Jordan River & pass along the
latest news, then take it to Jerusalem.
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Resurrections in the Bible

* Nine individuals + At least three
in Scripture are individuals were
clearly presented raised from the
in the Bible as dead by Jesus.
being raised « Both Peter & Paul
from the dead. raised a person

+ Of these nine from the dead.
resurrections, « But most important
three occur in the of all, Jesus himself

Old Testament. was resurrected.



[image: image20.png]What was different
about Jesus’ resurrection?

« Jesus’ resurrection ¢ And while a number

was central to the of people were
eternal covenant, resurrected to this
made before God life, only to die
said, ‘Let there be again some day,
light’ (Genesis 1:1; Jesus was raised
Hebrews 13:20). to a new kind of life.

And only in Christ’s resurrection were
we who believe identified with His
resurrection to a new kind of life.
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Luke 7:16





Luke 7:16








Holly Hills Bible Church – 25 Gospel of Luke – May 3, 2015

Luke 7:11-17 – The only son of a widow - page 2 of 3

