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John the Baptist

» Today’s passage » As we've continued
is all about John the our investigation,
Baptist, & there may  Dr. Luke has had
be some things in it some unique content
that you'll find regarding John the
surprising. Baptist.

The unique content has included the
lives of John's elderly parents, Zacharias
& Elizabeth, & Mary’s visit with them. Also,
political context & timing (Luke 3:1,2.).
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Dr. Luke is thorough, but not exhaustive

* Dr. Luke includes * Matthew 14:1-12 &
details from before Mark 6:14-29 give
John the Baptist was  us the details of
conceived, to his brief how the beheading
years of ministry, to of John the Baptist
the time when his life  came about, in-
was close to being volving the wife
ended, to quoting of Herod Antipas
Herod Antipas about & her daughter
his beheading John.  Salome.
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The disciples of John reported to him about
all these things. 19 Summoning two of his
disciples, John sent them to the Lord, saying,
"Are You the Expected One, or do we look
for someone else?"

20 When the men came to Him, they said,
"John the Baptist has sent us to You, to ask,
'Are You the Expected One, or do we look
for someone else?"
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The impact of John the Baptist

* Though we might » And many came

be inclined to think outto see himin
John the Baptist his '.Otcat'?n of PIlIJb“C
; ministry, from a
was a man of minor —\as'of Jewish life.
impact... ,
. * Twelve of John’s
* The cave where it disciples were later
is believed that he found in Ephesus,
lived before the more than 20 years
start his public after John had been

ministry is known. killed (Acts 19:1-7).
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The Expected One

+ Literally, the Greek  + And from Isaiah
means, ‘the Coming 7:10-16 to chapter
One’, which is why 53to Daniel 9:24-27
the KJV has, ‘he to Malachi 3:1-6 &
that should come’. many, many more

+ From Genesis 3:15 Old Testament
to Genesis 12:1-3to passages we see
Genesis 49:8-12 to that Scripture told

2 Samuel 7:8-16to  them about ‘the
Psalm 22... Coming One’.
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Why?

* \Why would John
ask, 'Are You the
Expected One, or
do we look for
someone else?’

Didn’t John the
Baptist proclaim,
“Behold the Lamb
of God who takes
away the sin of the
world?” Yes.

¢ Didn’t John the

Baptist witness
what we read

in Luke 3:22,
“...the Holy Spirit
descended upon
Him in bodily form
like a dove, and a
voice came out of
heaven, "You are
My beloved Son,
in You | am well-
pleased.”? Yes.
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Because...

» John likely began
to question whether
Jesus was really the
Messiah because:

* He had beenina
prison for some time
— at least a year if
not more like two
years in Herod
Antipas’ prison.

+» Likely John the
Baptist was also
expecting that
Christ would set
the prisoners free,
(Isaiah 42:7 & 61:1),
& so John might
have expected that
Christ would set him
free from this prison
of Herod Antipas.

< But that never did
happen — instead
John was Killed.
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He cured many

» Diseases: this word + Evil Spirits: Also

means sicknesses called demons or
of various kinds. unclean spirits.

+ Afflictions: literally,  + Blind: lacking sight
this word means to from birth, injury or

be whipped, but it disease.

figuratively_m_eans » Jesus cured many
disease or injury. of these maladies.

These began with Luke 4:31, when
Jesus had cast an unclean demon out of
a man in the synagogue at Capernaum.
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And He [Jesus] answered and said to them
[John’s disciples] "Go and report to John
what you have seen and heard:

the blind receive sight, [Isaiah 29:18; 35:5;42:7]
the lame walk, [Isaiah 35:6]

the lepers are cleansed, and [2 Kings 5]

the deaf hear, [Isaiah 29:18; 35:5]

the dead are raised up, [1 Kings 17:17-24;

2 Kings 4:35; 13:21]

the poor have the gospel preached to them.
[Isaiah 11:4;61:1-23]

23 Blessed is he who does not take offense

at Me.“ [Isaiah 8:11-18, especially 14]
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Prophetic fulfillment

« So each one ofthe + These actions were

things that Jesus prophetic fulfillment
listed to be told to of the Messiah that
John were either was given in the
miracles or good book of Isaiah at
news directed to least once, or it

the people of Israel. was...

An echo of those miracles performed by
Elijah & Elisha as a picture of what the
Messiah would do when He came
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Blessed is the one
who does not take offense

» Jesus gave agood + John had taken the
list of the things that  right turn at many

He had done that different stages of
were to be reported his ministry, but he
back to John. was questioning if
« But that list did not Jesus was in fact
include that Jesus the Messiah, & that
had set anyone was a question he

free from prison. should not ask.
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When the messengers of John had left, He
began to speak to the crowds about John,

"What did you go out into the wilderness to see?
A reed shaken by the wind? [easily influenced]

25 But what did you go out [into the wilderness]
to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those

who are splendidly clothed and live in luxury are
found in royal palaces! [soft & very comfortable]

26 But what did you go out [into the wilderness]
to see? A prophet? Yes, | say to you, and one
who is more than a prophet. [above the prophets]
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This is the one about whom it is written,

'Behold, | send my messenger ahead of you,
Who will prepare your way before you.'

Malachi 3:1

Behold, | am going to send My messenger,
and he will clear the way before Me.
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A voice is calling,

"Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness;
Make smooth in the desert a highway for our
God.

4 Let every valley be lifted up,

And every mountain and hill be made low;
And let the rough ground become a plain,
And the rugged terrain a broad valley;"
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Prepare the way

» It was customary to + So figuratively
have an announcer speaking, John the
well ahead of when Baptist was sent

a king was coming ahead of Christ’s
through, so that coming, to prepare
rocks could be the way & get
cleared from the people ready for
road, & rises & Christ’s coming
dips & turns could into the ministry to

be smoothed out. the people of Israel.
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John is the greatest,
but less than the least

» Among those ‘born
of women’ none is
greater than John,
but as great as
John the Baptist
was in significance
& importance, he
only anticipated
the kingdom of
God (or heaven).

Those Jews who
actually enter the
Millennial Kingdom
will be those Jews
who believe & will
have survived the
Tribulation period.

The least in that
kingdom will rank
greater than John.
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John either baptized or he didn’t

» Anyone who had » But the Pharisees
come to John in & the experts in the
repentance — a Law of Moses had
change of mind mostly figured that
- would be baptized they had already
by John as a arrived & didn’t
symbol that they need to repent —
had changed so John would
their minds & not baptize them
identified with because they

John’s message. had rejected God!
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Application:
What God is actually doing

» John had drawn his + It is possible for

own conclusions people to reach
about what Christ their own wrong
could or should conclusions about
have done, & he what God should

then began to doubt or should not do,
Christ’s identity & all & therefore be mad
that John had done at God, question

to prepare the way Him, or even walk
in the years before. away or not believe.
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Application:
Better let Jesus do the evaluation

» John was in prison  + John’s placement

& had beenin in prison was by
prison for a time - the man who had
& prisons in those the highest rank in
days were terrible Perea & in Galilee:
places to be. Herod Antipas.

But even though John had just about
made a serious error of judgment, Jesus

said that He was greatest among those
born of women, before the kingdom.
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Application:
What is biblical repentance

» People are often » They might even
inclined to think that  think that to repent
to repent means to has to go along with
feel really, really weeping & sobbing.
bad and/orreally, . But those things are
really sorry about just not what biblical
something they repentance is all
did or didn’t do. about.

Biblical repentance is about changing
one’s mind so as to end up in belief.
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